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the State. One of the ressons why we ure
called upon to pay a high rate of interest at
the present time is because we are largely
overtaxed. Some time ago the Premier tried
to show that we were taxed to no greater de-
gree than were the pcople iu other States.
A week or ten days ago the ‘“Weat Auas.
tralian’’ published a leading article, in which
it supported the Premjer’s contention, and
proceaded to show how it was that we were
not taxed more than the people of other
States. The writer took from the Common-
wealth Year Book the taxation per head in
each of the States, and on those figures, it
appeared that we were not taxed appreci-
ably more. But one has to look at the
method by which those figures are arrived at.
We know as an ebsolute fact that the tax
on the highest incomes in Viectoria is
6%4d., whereas here it is 4s, 7Td, Yet on
those figures it is shown that ovr taxa-
tion iz about the same as that of the
other States. How is that brought about?
The ‘“West Australian’’ cays that, first of all,
the other States pay a lot more in probate
and death duties than do we. That is not a
factor. Tt is not a question of how much a
dead man is called upon to contribute in
taxation. Tt is a question of how much the
live man is contributing. The dead man has
had his innings. He has been lightly taxed
during bis life and has been able to build up
his business and nake a competence, and
when he dies there is something to tax. The
¢‘West Australian’’ takes one year’s probate
duties and adds the amount to the tax. To
make n fair eomparison it should add the tax
that a person pays here year by year and
get that against annunl payments and the
probate tax of Vietorin. There a persop
is paying practieally once, while here a person
i3 paying n high rete all the time. Tt is the
living man that is helping to develop the
conntry. He wants all the margin of income
possible to enable him fo nssist development
and increase employment.  The dead man
counts for very little. The writer says that
another fnetor is the stamp duty. That ie net
a sound argument. Vietoria has properties of
high valee due to great development over
many years. When those properties change
hands, high stamp duties are paid. In a State
like Western Auatralin development has not
been very great so far; land values are
not high and satamp duties consequenily
do not amount to wmuch. That factor
cannot he taken into account. Ancther
faetor is that the average tax per head
is ealenlated upon the whole of the popula-
tion. Before one can make an equitable com-
parison on that basis, he must first inquire
what proportien of people in each of the
State pay taxation. Here a very large num-
ber of people are exempt from taxation alto-
gether; very few people foot the bill. If we
divide the total by the population, the average
is comparatively low. In the Eastern States,
where there are not exemptions to the same
extent, the average shows to better advantage.
Really it comes back to this: what is the real
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amount we have to pry! That is obtained by
comparing the rate of tax, When that iy
done, taxation in this State is found to be
very much higher, double, treble, quadruple
that levied in the State of Vietoria.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The per capita revenus
und expenditure figures show that clearly.

ilon. A. LOVEKIN: We are almast bound
to pass this Bill, but I would like to impress
upon the Government that they should borrow
andl spend aa little money as possible at this
high rate. Tf I could get any support on the
Loan Bill, I would be prepared to move to
reditee the amonnt and so limit the expendi-
ture of the Government so long as this in-
terest remains as high as six per cent. Money
at that price cannot be profitably employed.

On motion by Hon. V., Hamersley, debate
adjourned.

Howse adjourned at 10.38 p.m.
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BILLS (5)—RETURNED.

1, Flinders Bay-Margaret River Railway
DNeviation {Noa, 1.)

2, Permanent Heserves,

3, Public Institutions and Friendly Bo-
cicties Lands  Improvement  Aect
Amendment.

Without amendment.
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4, Stamp Aet Amendment,
3, Factories and Shops Act Amendment.
With an Amendment.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT,
PREBIDENCY,

Hou, P. COLLIER asked the Prewmier: Is
it a fact that Mr. Justice Burnside has ac-
eepted the position of President of the Ar-
bitration Court for the remainder of the pre-
sent term only, and has not agrced to con-
tinwe in the position after the termination of
the Christmas eneatim?

The PREMIER replied; No, It was agreed
that the acceptance of the position is not to
interfere with his lonrg service leave should he
apply for it.

QUESTION—ATUSTRALIAN LOANS.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Premier: Haa
he read an article in the ‘‘Leader’’ news-
paper of 30th November relative to Austra-¢
linn borrowing, aud if so does he agree in
the main with the views expressed therein?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION —JOLIMONT FLOODS.

Mr. MULLANY (for Mr. Richardson)
asked the Premier: 1, In view of the de-
cision of the Supreme Conrt re flooded arens
at Jolimont, is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to pay compensation to those resi-
dents of Jolimont whose prewnises have since
heen flooded ont, and whose claims have now
been Irdged? 2, Tf ao, when is it propesed to
make snch payment?

The PREMIFR replied: 1 and 2, The
elnims to whieh the judgment of the Supreme
Court extended have been adjosted, bat reeent
¢laims on the rtising of the water level gen-
erally in the wmetropolitan aren during last
wintor's rains eannot he ndmitted,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL COLLEUE,
SITE.

Hon. F. T, BROUN asked the Premier:
Wil e give the House an aeciarance ihat
Parlinment will be afforded an opportunity
to dixcuss the question of 2 site for an apgri-
enltural college bhefore a deecision is arrived
at?

The PREMIER replied: T regret that I
ecannof give the assnrance asked,

QUESRTIONS (2)—8TOCK DISEASK.
Fremantle,

Mr. MONEY asked the Premier: 1, in
view of the possibility of Fremantle being
proclnimed an infected port and the serioas
position to Western Australin thereby, will
the Government proceed with the necessary
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facilities 0f the other ports without furter
delay to enable the shipping of the State to
be continued? 2, What s being done in this
direetion at Albany, Bunbury, and Gerald-
ton?

The-PREMIFER replied: 1, [ do not think
that Fremantle will be declared an inferted
port—all ports may be elosed against export
of certain kinds of stock. 2, The ports of
Albany, Bunbury, and Geraldton are capable
of handling the trade offering.

Belmont.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Did he receive a notifieation
from my office on the 26th ultimo to the
effect that there were several deaths amongst
eattle at Belmont, eight within the weok
preveding, from some mysterious disease?
2, What steps were taken te investigate?
3, Is there any truth in the report appear-
ing in the ‘‘Weat Australian’’ of yester-
day's date? 4, If so, will he treat the situa-
tion in every respect like that at Fremantlet

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, In the stress of work that must
necessarily occur in the busy office of the
hon, member, his instrwetions to his staff eould
not have been obeyed, as it is certain his
message did not reach me, 2, Tmmedintely
& report reached the Stock Department it
was investigated. 3, Yes. 4, Yes.

QUESTION--ROAD MAKING, FEDERAL
GRANT.

' Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Works: I3 it a fact that, in anticipation ox
the Federal grant for roads, the Public Works
Department is expending moneys on the econ-
struction of roads, or on the other hand, ad-
vancing money to the local authorities for
expenditure on roads; if so, where is it
being expended and to what amount and
whether any money expended on road con-
atruction in the State is intended to be re-
couped from the Federal grant; if so, where
has the money been expended and to what
amonnt?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS replied:
No.

QUESTION—NORTH PERTH, SECES-
SION,

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Works; What is the present position in re-
gard to the petition recently presented on
behall of the North Perth Progress Associa-
tion for seccssion from the Greater Perth
Municipality ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: A
reply has been received from His Worship the
Mayor of Perth, and when examined will be
communicated to the petitioners.
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QUESTION—EENDENUP ROYAL
COMMISSION,

Mr. HUGHES asked the Premier: 1, Isitthe
intention of the Government to provide legal
assistance to the settlers of Kendenup so that
their cases may be adequately placed before
the Roya! Commissioner and their interests
properly safeguarded? 2, Is he aware that
certain influences are at work to prevent the
Commissioner from obtaining the truth?
3, If so, what do the Government intend to
do? 4, Will the Government place the ser-
vices of a detective at the disposal of Mr. Le
Mesurier to assist him in obtaining informa-
tion necessary on behalf of the settlers? &,
As the counsel for Mr. De Garis is getting a
¢opy of shorthand notes, will he make a copy
aiso available to Mr. Le Mesurier free of
cost?

The PREMIER replied: 1, This is not con-
sidered uecessary. The Commission will visit
Kendenup, and it should be possible for the
settlers, either ‘individually or through their
organisation, the Settlers’ Association, to put
their case efficiently before the Commission.
2, No. 3, Angwered by No, 2. 4, No. More-
over, Mr, Le Mesurier is not acting for the
settlers, but for ¢one settler only. 5, If pos-
sible, but a copy can always be seen.

QUESTION—AUSTRALIAN WHEAT
BOARD.

Mr. LATHAM (without notice) asked the

. Minister for Agriculture: Have the ae-

counts of the Australian Wheat Board, as af-

fecting this State, heen finalised, and if so,
when may the final payments be expected.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The accounts of the Australian
Wheat Board have been finalised for some
considerable time, but ean only be completely
finalised on receipt of the final certificates
from the Australian Wheat Board. There
will be & meeting of the board on the 1lth
inst., when it is expected that all matters
will be ecompleted.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previons day.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [4.42] :
This Bill proposes to amend Section 2 of the
Act of 1918 by repealing it, and substitut-
ing these words: ‘‘This Aet shall apply
throughout the State.’’ This Aet ia very un-
workable in the North and North-West dis-
tricts, and there are some very exacting sec-
tions in it. Although I am quite zatisfied these
would not be applied harshly by the present
Minister, they constitute rather a serious
menare to pastoralists in the North, and if
another Govermment e¢ame into office they
might be interpreted in a drastic manner.

Me. Marshali: You are optimistie,
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Mr. TEESDALE: There are many vermin
boards in the North, but unfortunately there
is very little combination between them. We
would very much like to see a Bill introduced
to ensure greater unanimity of operation in
this respect. The North-West members, ana
those representing pastoral districts, have
gone carefully into the matter, and are of
opinion that some Bill should be drafted deal-
ing exclusively with the North and the North-
West. " The two districts mentioned in the
1918 Aect are totally dissimilar and we are
afraid that the Bill caonot be successfully
administered in the northern areas.

The Minister for Agriculture: What about
the south-eastern areas?

Mr, TEESDALE: The dingo pest is a
serions menace to the whole State, porhaps
as serious as the rinderpest is amongst
cattle. The mortality bas been tremendous.
It would astonish hon. members 4if they
knew the number of sheep killed on some
of the stations in the North. In one in-
stance, 300 flock rams were put into a pad-
dock in the Roebourne distriet. Those rams
cost £7 a head to land on the station. Two
months later 60 rams only were taken from
the paddock. This ia a serious position and
everyone recognises it. It is suggested that
a gpecial Bill to deal with the North and
North-West be prepared to cover dingoes,
foxes and eagle-hawks, which form the prin-
cipal vermin eausing trouble in those areas.

Mr, Marshall: What about the kangaroos
and eurosf ’

Mr, TEESDALE: It is realised that con-
siderable difficulty will be experienced if
any attempt is made to bring in other
animals, because some are protected under
the Game Act. It would be netessary to
repeal part of the Game Act and that would
cauge delay., We cannot afford any delay
regarding the dingo pest. It is a strange
thing, but during certain periods of the
year the dingoes become more troublesome
and at present they represent a serious diffi-
culty. We want to deal with the position
as quickly as possible. Members represent-
ing the pastoral areas are prepared to help
in that direction. They are not antagon-
jstic to the Minister or fo the Bill except in-
sofar as it applies to the Neorth and North-
West. We desire to call his attention to the
fact that 2 number of the clauses, if applied
to these areas, will be unworkable. It will
be impossible to apply them. Regarding the
proposed measure which I hope the Min-
ister will see fit to introduce for us, we
would suggest imposing a rate with a maxi-
mum of one penny cn the unimproved value
of the pastoralists’ holdings. For the
present seagon we suggest a rate of a half.
penny should be struck, as that would pro-
vide sufficient money for the necgssary work
this year. Next season the rate could be
increased or decreased 80 as to deal
effectively with the position.

The Minister for Agriculture: The local
vermin board could do that with the
machinery they have,
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Mr, TEESDALE: We have not found that
the local vermin boards work satisfactorily
and we desire the Government to give us
more adequate co-ordination. The possible
area to be dealt with represents ahbout
283,000,000 acres. By the imposition of a
halfpenny rate it is considered that £12,000
would be received, aud that would provide
sufficient funds for the present season. The
Government propose to give us pound for
poond by way of subsidy, and we ask them
to vcontinue that degree of help. Another
provision we suggest should be included in
the Bill we would like to see introduced re-
lates to that subsidy, which would enable
ug to provide a flat rate of £1 per scalp,

The Minister for Agriculture: That is the
proposzl now.

Mr, TEESDALE: That is so, Some of
the clauses in the present Bill are in accord
with what we suggest, but others do mnot
vome within that category. If the amount
we suggest should be raised this season
proves to be insufficient, we can immediately
increase the rate. )

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Tell ns which clauses
will not apply and we can look into them,

Mr. TEESDALE: Speaking on behalf of
the North-West members generally, we
cannot entertain the Bill at all. The whole
of it is impossible so far as our part of the
State is eoncerned.

The Minister for Agriculture: In effect,
the pastoralists do not want to have aany-
thing to do with the destruction of rabbits.

Mr, TEESDALE: We will deal with that
difficulty when it presemts itself. At the
present time rabbits do not constitute a
menace in those parts. The settlers were
grateful to the Government of the day when
they spent money in the erection of the
rabbit-proof fences. A grea’t deal of the
fencing serves pe good purpose nmow and
could be taken up and used elsewhere.

The Minister for Agriculture: It would
not pay to remove the fencing.

Mr. TEESDALE: Perhaps the wire would
give some return. At any rate the fence
should not be maintained, for a lot of ex-
pense is being ineurred in that direction
that is scareely justified. T accept my share
of reaponsibility in securing the eXpendi-
ture on the rabbit-proof fencing, but the
fact remains that muek of it serves no good
purpose now. I assure the Minister for
Apriculture that pastoralist members are
prepared to do everything possible to aid
bim should he bring down apn effective
measure to deal with the preseut position.
We are prepared to help him just as he is
prepared to help us. We ask that he shail
adjourn the further consideration of the Bill
to enable us to meet again and endeavour
to arrive at something which will he
effective and which will apply to the North-
West. We must be separated from the
South-West, to which part of the State many
of the sections of the 1918 Act are quite
applicable. No doubt the Act is satisfactory
regarding small boldings. For tinstance, one
clause compels the fencing in of water, and
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when I inform hon. members that we have
in places 12 or 14 miles of bore drains, they
will realise how impossible it would be to
fenre off such an grea.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
not fenced in all the water supplies in the
South-West.

Mr. TEESDALE: Unfortunately the
machinery to enforee that 4s in the Bill and
it might be barmful, should any attempt be
made to enforce it at a foture date. Y ask
that the Minister should give consideration to
our request for more time to deal with this
matter. Members representing the pastoral
areas met to-day and if given further time
we may bring forward some satisfactory
solution of the diffienlty and not interfere
with the Bill as it affects the South-West.
It may surprise hon. members to know that
some pastoralists have paid as much as £5
per head for dingoes caught oo their hold-
ings.

Mr, Money: They have done se in the
South-West, too.

Mr. TEESDALE: The member for Mt.
Magnet (Hon. F. M. Troy) will bear me ont
when I say that he has paid as much as
€7 10s. per head for dogs caught on his pro-
porty.  There they killed 20 or 30 lambs in
a night and practically decimated his emall
flocks. I speak for the small holders when I
agsk for this additional protection. We want
a Bill to deal with the northern portions only,
and will assist the Minister to provide what is
best to help that distriet. I hope the Minister
will see his way clear to grant the adjourn-
ment so that we may have further discussion
reguriing the Bill,

Mr, DURACK (Kimberley) [4.56]): Like
uther members who have spoken to the Bill,
[ regret that it has to be dealt with at such
a late stage in the session. To deal effectively
with such a subject in the dying hours of Par-
liament is not possible.

The Minister for Agricvlture: You have
had praetically a fortnight to consider the one
Bill.

Mr. DURACK: If given time, we might
bring forward a measure which world satisfy
all seetions of the House. T recently had an
opportunity of visiting, with other Parlia-
wentarians, the Leonora, Lawlers, Wiluna and
Meckatharra areas.

Mr. Marshall: Thete are no pests there.

The Premier: Only one.
Mr. Teesdale: And he is away temporarily,

Mr. DURACK: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion will agree that the question of paramount
importance placed before the Premier on that
trip rclated to the dingo pest. So far as I
can interpret the wishes of the rond boazrda
who were dealing with the problem, they de-
sire some uniform arrangement. I think the
T.eonora hoard favoured the fencing im of a
million aeres and dealing with the pest within
that area. With this one exeception all the
other hoards favoured the bonus principle.
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_Mr. Heron: That proposal was from a com-
bined conference of the Menzies, Laverton,
Leonora and Lawlers boards.

Mr, DURACK: It was recognised that if
the pest were dealt with on that basis, a flat
rate of £1 per head should be paid. The road
boards felt that the dingoes constituted a
serious menace at the present time and that it
should be dealt with on a uniform basis for
the whole area concerned, apart from the
South-West, which is clearly defined at pres-
ent by a line running north of (craldion to
the eastward and down to lsperance. We
ask the Minister if it is not possible to bring
forward a Bill dealing only with the dingoes,
foxes and hawks. We do not diseount the
ravages of the rabbit pest, which we recognise
a5 a menice in this and other parts of the
State. We contend that the dingo is the
prineipal menace, retarding the development
of our pastoral areas. I was informed by a
pastoralist holding an area around Teonora
that if Parliament passed a Bill dealing with
the dingo pest, he would ygo straight ahead
with his fencing, which, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, would cost trom £30 to £40 per
mile. He told me that he eguld not run sheep
becauac he would require wire netting, and if
he ran up sheep-proof fences it would run inte
£80 per mile. Seeing that the area concerned
represents four-fifths of the whole State, and
that the lcaseholders themselves are prepared
te agrec to a levy, with a maximum of one
penny in the pound on the unimproved value,
which would provide £23,000 if necessary, it
is only fair that the Government should meet
ug if it is possible. T understand that the
Minister elaims that we ecannot secure such a
Bill unless we include the vermin. We want a
Bill dealing with dingocs first and then we
ecan concern ourselves with the rabbit
pest, should it become a wmenace in our
part of the Btate. We are helping the
Sonth-West by destroying the degs within
our areas. A number of the representa-
tives of the areas affected me{ this
afternoon and agreod to the proposal that was
outlined by the member for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdale). We are not asking the Govern-
tuent too much when we suggest they should
meet ug in that direction.

The Minister for Apgriculture: They can
still do what is suggested under the present
Act.

Mr. DURACK: The proposals contained
in the Bill are not aceeptable to us. We say
definitely that we are not satisfied that the
machinery exists to enable the Government to
do what we require. We prefer to lose this
Bill altogethér than to see it go through as
it is. If we put up the proposal, which I
interpret to bs the wish of the leaseholders
generally and the members representing the
pastoral areas, there is nothing unreasonable
in asking the Government to bring in a mea-
sure on those lines. Our desire is to do away
with the high ecst of administration. We say
to the Government, ‘¢Collect the fees in the
ordinary way.'’
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Hon, W. C, Angwin: You want the State
to do it; State trading again.

Mr. DURACK: Does the hon. member call
colleeting rents State trading? We are ask-
ing the Government to collect the levy just
as they are doing at the present time with
respeet to rentals and there will be no admin-
istration cost. If we had a general regula-
tion which clearly set out that £1 per head
would be paid, there would then be an incen-
tive to go out and destroy the dingoes. Then,
on getting rid of the dingoes, we know what
the effect would be on the pastoral industry.
I ask the Government to deal with the pest,
which we regard as a menace. Then, bhaving
dealt with that, we can turn oor attention to
rabbits and euros.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam} [5.5]: There are two reasons
why the Bill has been submitted. The first
is that we want®to help the people who are
settled on the land in the North-West, and
we desire to protect their stock so that they
may carry on their calling. The second rea-
son is that it is necessary to protect the in-
teresta of the State. The destruction of
wealth means a loss to everyone, Apart from
that faect, these are State lands, and there is
no difference between the north and the south.
We cannot have one law for the South-West
and another law for those who are on the
pastoral areas., The administration of the
law by any Government is always sympathetic,
Two pests have been referred to, the dingo
and the rabbit. 1 do not kmow what the
hon. member meant when he said that we
should let the rabbit go and confine our atten-
tion to the dingo.

Mr. Teeadale: The rabbits are not yet
cutting down our sheep.

The PREMIER: TIif is because we have to
protect the interests of the State that we
muost deal with both dingees and rabbita, We
say that it is as important to keep the rabbits
from the pastoral areas as it i3 fo keep them
away from the farming lands. We are
anxious to help both the squatter and the
farmer, and I hope members realise that. Do
hon. members argue that we should allow rab-
bits to multiply on the Murchison or on any
of the pastoral lands adjoining the farming
areas? The House would resist any such sug-
gestion. I do not know that all the pastoral-
ists were represented at the meetimg which
decided to make a raid on the Bill. We de-
gire to assist the pastoralists, and that ia the
idea of this Bill. The duty of the vermin
boards is to see that the landowner does what
is expected of him uvnder the law, that is, to
destroy all vermin. The pastoralista wonld
be wise to co-operate with the Government
and deal with the pest as it is now.

Mr. Teesdale: We want to do that.

The PREMTER: When we were at Leonora
2 deputation fron: pastoralists requested that
they should be assisted to buy wire netting.
Then again at Meekatharra we were asked to
help in the destruction of the dingo., Teo hoth
questions we returned the only answer pas-
sible, namely, that we could not find the
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wire netting free of interest for any length
of time. With regard to the dingoes, we said,
¢‘Whether you wire net or net, you must
destroy this pest.”’ True, wire metting will
keep the dingoes out of the paddocks.

The Minister for Agrieulture: But it will
not altogether stop the dingo from getting
in.

The PREMIER: Or breeding when he
does get in. Therefore destruction must go
on all the time. It is unreasonable to say
that we will allow the rabbits to multiply on
pastoral holdings. We should eertainly not be
asked to agree to that.

Mr, Teesdale: Fence in the waterholes,

The PREMIER: I do not think that would
be a very important matter, We know that
the rabbits eat the bark of the trees when
there is no feed on the ground, and that after
they have gone to the water they die in thou-
gands. Moreover, it is impossible to fence
in all the waterholes in the North-West.
The duty of the Government and of the
House is to the country, that is, to the people
who are settled on the land. The pests are
serious, not only to those on the land, but to
the whole State, and that is why public funds
are devoted towards the extermination of ver-
min. We are quite willing to assist the pas-
toralists in every way possible.  The hon.
member declared that the proposition in the
North was different from that of the South.
Of course it is altogether different, because
in the one case the acreage is comparatively
small and in the other it is very large. T do
vot know that the menace is greater to the
pastoralists than to the farmers. Of course,
the farmer can deal with it better on his
smaller holding. Anyhow, we should not be
asked to allow rabbita to inerease in any way.

Mr. Teesdale: They are not increasing im
the North.

The PREMIER: I admit the members re-
presenting the North ought to be listened to,
but we want them to realise that we are not
going to jeopardise the position by meefing
wishes with which we do not agree. Our de-
gire is to destroy all things that are a menace
to the man upon the land.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.14]: A
great deal of dJdissatisfaction exists in the
South-West on account of rates having to be
paid to the vermin boards. I understood, after
an interview I had with the Minister, that
amending legislation would be introdueed
that would have the effeet of adjusting the
position. T have always favoured bringing
the whole State under vermin legislation.
This Bill seeks to do that, but not in the best
way.

Mr. TInderwood: So that you can levy on
people in the North to eradicate vermin in
the Sonth?

Mr. PICKERING: No, I favour a central
hoard, with every road board operating under
it.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why not
local government?
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Mr. PICKERING: It is urgently neces-
sary to deal with the dingo pest.

Mr. Underwoed: Why should we pay for

ou?

Mr. PICKERING: It is necessary to
eradicate the pest. There was a,conference
between the Primary Producers’ Association
and the Pastoralistz’ Associetion in order to
arrive at an equitable solution of the prob-
lem.

Mr. Uaderwood; The Primary Producers’
Association is dead. :

Mr. PICKERING: The Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association is stronger than ever.
That will be evidenced during the forthecom-
ing elections.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Bill has nothing to
do with the Primary Producera’ Association.

Mr. PICEERING: I thought there was
unanimity between the two bodies. I regret
the Bill does not provide for a central beard
to control the levying of the rate and the ex-
penditure of the money. The argument that
because gsome parts of the State are free from
vermin they should be exempt from contribut-
ing to the destruction of pests in other parts,
does not weigh with me. The outback settler
has quite enough difficulties without being
burdened with the whole of the cost of keep-
ing in check the vermin that affects the State,
and amending legislation should provide for
a central board and for the expending of the
money where it would be of most benefit to
the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do not
you think the local road boards could do
better than could a central board in Perth?

Mr. PICEERING: This Bill does not go far
enough. Anyone that has had anything to do
with stoek knows the vital necessity for legis-
lation to effectively deal with the dingo pest.
I deubt whether this measure would have any
good effect. Tn any éase, it does mot go far
enough and, therefore, I cannot support the
seeond reading.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [5.18]: I am pleased
the Minister has agreed to postpone.the Bill
far further consideration. I have been asked
to support the levying of 2 uniform tax for
the destruction of dingoes. In some parts of
the State up to £1 per head is being paid
for the destruetion of dingoes, but in other
parts only 5s. is being paid. The biggest
menace we have in the sheep country is the
dingo. TIn the big areas the dogs breed
rapidly, and the men that go out farthest
have to bear the brunt of the battle. The mem-
ber for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) has told us
that the pastoralists are prepared to tax them-
selves to the extent of one penny in the pound
of unimproved values, and to impose a half-
penny of it this year, a levy that would bring
in £11,000 a year. That would be of great
assisgtance in fighting the pest. Right through
the Mnrehison and in the North-West there is
no trouble with rabbits. I have seen rahbits
in the Murchison distriet for the last 25
years, but no tax is imposed for their destruc-
tion, In good seasons I have noticed that
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they increase in numbers slightly, but about
Christmas time it is difficult to find a rabbit
in the district. I have no fear of a rabbit
invasion. Rabbits may be a pest in the agri-
cultural distriets, but in the Murchison pas-
toral country they are not regarded as a pest.
The Minister for Agriculture: The Bill will
give power to act as the necessity arises.
Mr, CHESSON: For 25 yeara we have heard
talk of a rabbit invasion, but so far the rab-
bits have done po harm in the Murchison. On

the other hand, a large pumber of sheep have’

been destroyed by dingoes. Sheep rums are
being extended further out into what was once
cattle country, and the siation owners bave a
big battle to cope with the pest. This is due
to the faet that war is not being waged
against the pest as it should be in the outback
parts of the State,

The Minister for Agriculture: In the early
days similar trouble was experienced on the
Murchison.

Mr. CHESSON: Yes, and those who went
out farthest had to bear the worst of the
fight. If the whole of the pastoralists were
taxed uniformly, a fair sum of money wouild
be available for the work of destruetion. The
whole of the people in the outback parts would
be waging war against the vermin and in time
the dingo would be almost exterminated. I
know of rarts of the Murchison where dingoes
years ago were to be found in thousands; now
only a few are there, apart from these that
come from the big eattle areas. Tbe post-
poning of the Bill will afford opportunities
for further inguiry into the representations
made by North-West members. In what they
have said, members from the Murchison prae-
tically concur. The dingoes must be des-
troyed. Foxes are making headway through
many arcas, and emus are also responsible for
a good deal of loss. These three are the great
pests that destroy lambs. T again urge that a
uniform tax shouid be levied for the des-
truetion of dingoes.

On motion by Mr. Money, debate adjourned.

BILL—WOMEN'S LEGAL STATUS.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 7th November., Mr. Ap-
gelo in the Chair; Mrs. Cowan in charge of
the Bill.

Clanse 2—Removal of disqualification on
grounds of sex:

Hon W. C. Angwin had moved to strike out
of line 1 the words ‘‘or marriage.’”

Amendment put and passed.
Mrs. COWAN: I move an amendment—

That in line 7 the words "' eivil®’’ and '‘or
vocation’’ be struck oul.

I do not wish to convey the impression or
make it possible that there shall be anything
detrimental to the interests of women under
this measure. The Solicitor General con-
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tends that the amendment is unneces-
sary, but I bave decided that it would be
better to make sure by deleting the words
mentioned,

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—BROOEKTON-DALE RIVER RAIL-
w.

8econd Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.32]
in moving the second reading said: This ia &
Bill to authorise the constructjon of a rail-
way from Brookton to Dale River. The
survey of a railway from Brookton to Arma-
dale, of which this line forms a part, was
made some years ago by officers of the
Public Works Department, Messrs, Duffy
and Wilson, They located the line on which
a ruling grade of one in eighty was obtained.
The members representing the districts con-
cerned, Messrs, Broun and Hickmott, re-
cently made representations to the effect
that it had been found the Brookton end of
the line was located a few miles too far
north to give the best service to the settlers.
If hon, members will refer to the plan, they
will see that in order to-get out to Brookton
it was necessary to run some two or three
miles parallel to the existing Great Southern
railway, and then branch off. On the
strength of the representations made to the
Government, another surveyor, Mr. Oliver,
was sent out to see if a better location could
be secured. His efferts have resulted in the
line as set forth in the schedule to the Bill.
It was found that for a distance of 26%
miles it was possible to secure a grade of
one in sixty. This grade may be improved
a8 the permanent survey is made. A sur-
veyor is mow engaged in making the per-
manent survey.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Why should not we
wait until the permanent survey is finished,
seeing that this line camnot be built for
some time?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: It is con-
gidered desirable, by the Government at any
rate, to proceed with the Bill now.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The e¢lections are
coming on.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: T do not
know that that infloences the Government
at all.

Hon. P. Collier: Ch, nol

The MINISTER FOR WORES: My
business, at all events, is to get on with
work when I am instructed. -

Mr. Hughes: The general election is get-
ting North Perth a water supply.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordert

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
provides for deviation to the extent of five
miles on the north side and of two miles on
the south gide. Betweean those limitations it
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is congidered, by those who know the coun-
try, to be possible to get a line whiech wiil
do the work that is needed. I am given to
vnderstand that guite & number of farmers
are settled in the area which the line will
serve, and that at present they have a long
distance to cart. It goes without saying,
therefore, that those settlers will be very
much asgisted by the construoction of the
line. The rails to be used on the line, when
it is built, are 601b. rails, and it is estimated
that the cost of the line will be £106,000, I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
Hon, W. C. Angwin: From the manner in
which yon moved this Bill, there is nothing
in it.
Heon. P. COLLIER: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Aves 19
Noes 24
Majority against .. 5
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lutey
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Marshall
Mr. Colller Mr. McCallum
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsle
Mr. Cunningham Mr, Pickering
Mr. Davies Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. Heroa Mr, Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willcock
Mr. Johnston (Teller.)
NoES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann
Mr. Broun Sir Jamas Mitchell
Mr. Carter Mr. Money
Mrs. Cowan Mr, Plesge
Mr. Deaton Mr. Richardson
Mr. Durack Mr. S8ampaon
Mr. George Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Gibson Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison My, J. Thomson
Mr. Hlckmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Latham Mr. Mullany
My, C. C. Maley {Teller)
Mr. H. K. Maley

Mpotion thus negatived.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly} [5.41]: It
hag been said that patience is a virtue. The
people of the distriet wkich this line will
serve are virtuous.

Hon. P. Collier: They will have to exer-
cise a little more patience and show a little
more virtue.

My, HICEMOTT: The line has been
promised for ahout 20 years—~for 15 years,
to my knowledge. 1 think it has been
promised by all the Governments of this
State since the first Wilson (Government,
The Labour Government, having seen the
quality of the land and the difficuity of the
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people, promised the line. At Brookten Mr.
Seaddan, when Premier, gave a definite
promtise.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Government
have not shown us the plans of the line yet.

Mr, HICEMOTT: I have no objection to
the debate being adjourned.

Mr. Hughes: You showed that by your
vote a minute ago.

Mr. HICEMOTT: Since Mr. Scaddan’s
promise was made, numerous members of
Parliament have been through the district.
The residents obtained a promise from the
present Premier that a Bill to authorise the
construction of the line would be introduced
during this session. My reason for opposing
the adjournment of the debate was that we
are approaching the end of the session. I
understand there is a desire to get the
Lusiness completed next week,

Mr. Corboy: But that is no reason for
bringing down & Bill without proper in-
formation or plans.

Mr. HICKMOTT: We all know that this
lHine has been promised by three Govern-
ments. Tts construetion has been recom-
mended by the Railway Advisory Board.
The members of that board, after going
through the district, expressed surprise at
the number of the holdings there, at the
improvements which had been made, and at
the quality of the land for mixed farming
purposes.

Mr. Underwood: The plans of the line
have been here so long that they are worn

out.

Mr, HICKMOTT: I am indeed pleased that
the Premier has kept his promise to
bring down this Bill. We now have some-
thing definite to go on regarding the
constraetion of this much-needed railway.
Quite a large proportion of the land in the
distriet has teen scttled for 40 or 60 years,
During ail that time many of the settlers
have been hattling on without any facilities
whatever. At present many of them are eart-
ing their produce as much ag 30 miles. Every-
one rtecognises that with proper iransport
facilities the district is eapable of producing
much more than it is producing now. 1 con-
gratulate the present Government on the atti-
tude they have taken towards settlers who
have suffered for so many vears from want of
facilities for getting their produce to market,
The Leader of the Opposition knows the dis-
trict, and knows what the settlers there have
had to suffer. T am gquite sure that the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) also has a good knowledge of much
of the country that will be benefited by the
passing of this Bill. I am surprised, there-
fore, that those two gentlemen oppose the
introdnetion of the measure.

Hon. P. Collier: What
prised!

Mr. Munsie: There is no opposition to the
introduetion of the measure. The irouble
iy the refusal to adjourn the debate.

Mr. HICKMOTT : Most membera know some-
thing of the district and of the high quality
of its soil. 'This railway is one of the moest

ruobbish!  Suor-
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necessary works we have had before us in a
number of years. I (o not altegether agree
with the member for Beverley (Hon. F, T.
Broun) as te the route. He is disposed to
take it too far north,

Hon. W. C, Apngwin: But he is mot the
Minister, so he cannot do that.

Mr, HICKMOTT: On the south side of the
proposed route more produee is grown than
on the nmorth side. The deviation of five
miles on the north side would bring the line
practically to the original survey. On the
11th November we had a meeting in the dis-
trict, and those present signed this agree-
ment showing that they were quite satisfied
with the route recommended by Mr, Surveyor
Oliver. Therefore, when in Committee I will
move tkat the limit of deviation be reduced
to 31% miles north and 314 miles south, If
the line were construeted on the original sur-
vey it would run almost parallel with the
Great Southern railway and within 14 or 15
miles of that line. The proposed railway
should go where it will serve the greatest
number of people and lift the greatest quan-
tity of produee. 1f it were taken north, a
pumber of people, including Mr. Ridgway,
Mr. O’'Brien and others, would still cart to
Brooktou. That is one reason why 1 say the
ling should he taken on the route recom-
mended by the surveyors. The grade is not
quite as good as that on the eriginal survey,
but Mr. Oliver says he wil] be able to get
through on a one in 60 grade, which is quite
a satisfactory grade for country such as
that. T trust there will be no opposition to
the Bill. T have no objection to the adjourn-
ment of the second reading so that hon,
members may see the plans and think the
proposition over.

_ Oo motion by Mr. Johnston, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—LAKE GRACE-NEWDEGATE
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—XMurray-Wellington) [5.53] in
moving the second reading said: Members
have the Bill and they have the plan. The
length of the line ia 35 miles, and the esti-
mated eost £140,000, if the construction be
up to the stapdard of existing limes; but if
the construetion be less substantial the cost
will be about £70,000, The line has been
reported on by the advisory board. It will
serve about 150,000 acres of land. There are
settlers along the route, and at Newdegate
is a large soldier settlement. Tt is desirable
that, as far as possible, those men should be
served by the railway, as theyv certainly ean-
not cart their prodvce from 30 to 35 miles.
The eonstruction of the railway will greatly
encourage setilement. The deviation given
in the sehedule is five miles on either side. It
is not expected that it will be necessary to
deviate to the fullest extent, but it is advis-
able that the provision should be there so that
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every advantage can be taken of the country
and its lay-out. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

My, STUBBS (Wagin) [5.55]: The Bill
is to serve a number of men, none of whom
are in my electorate. However, I hope the
House, when it has heard my statement, will
hesitate before voting against the Bill
Twelve years ago the Lake Grace district was
a forest. A number of men came out from
the Old Country and went into the district,
60 miles from the nearesat railway town, Dum-
bleyung, in order to carve out homes. They
bad not much capital, nor did they get much
moncy from the Government. They relied up-
on their luck, their enterprise and their hard
work. They got a fair amomnt of credit from
the storekeepers. Those wmen had to cart
over great distances everything they ate, and
in many ingtances had to eart water from 10
to 15 miles. There were fewer than 30 set-
tlers in that group. Shortly after they were
established, railway communieation was sent
beyond Dumbleyung to Kukerin. This still
left an unbridged gap of 30 miles between
Kukerin and Lake Grace.) In 1916 the La-
bour Government, seeing that those settlers
had a good tract of country, that they were
industrious and that their land was frst
¢lass, asked Parliament to authorise the con-
stroetion of a railway to serve them. The
line was built in 1916, In 1918 a traet of
land outside the settled area of Liake Grace
was surveyell and on my representation, Sir
James Miteliell, then Minister for Lands,
agreed to rescrve the new tract for returned
soldiers. Nearly 40 returned soldiers are now
comfortably settled in that .distriet. It is
fairly geod country, and mest of the settlers
are doing well, Some of them have the dis-
advantage of having to eart their produce
from 14 to 16 miles. This tract of country
lies north-east from Lake Grace. The set-
tlera woulld not be right on the railway if it
went straight from Lake Grace to Newde-
gate. Hon. members will see the position
¢learly on the map, and will see also that the

line should start from Lake Grace. [t is 30
miles from Lake Graee to Newdegate, After

the soldiers had been repatriated on this area
of country a number of the pioneers of Lake
Grace made & trip east of the soldier settle-
ment. On their return to Lake Grace they
informed me there was quite a fine belt of
country out there, equal if not superior to
the countiry at Lake Grace, where they have
produced so much wheat and where every man
has made good. T then asked the Govern-
went te have this area of country surveyed.
The Premier assured me he thought instruc-
tiecns had already been given for its clas-
sification. 'While the surveys were in pro-
gress I periodieally visited the Lands Depart-
ment and the Premier’s Office, On several oc-
easions the Premier said, ‘I do not think
there is nearly as much land in the new Yelt
of couniry as you have represinted.'' 1 ro-
plied that my informaunts were men who had
pienecreld Lake Grace and had done well, 1
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remembered also that the Government had de-
cided on the representation of the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) to
throw this land open in big blocks,

Mr. Johnston: I made no representations
on the subject.

Mr. STUBBS: The hon. member assured
me that the Government had decided to
throw this land open in some form of grazing
leases.

Mr. Johnston: T am not in the confidence
of the Government, snd I made no such state-
ment.

Mr. STUBBS: He informed me he had
introduced a deputation to the Premier on
that particular day, and that the Govern-
ment had decided to throw open this land in
big blocks.

Mr, Johnston:
heard of it.

Mr. STUBBS: I thought it was an extra-
ordinary thing, becaunse the farmers who
had given me the information about the large
area of land at Lake Grace were experienced
men, and knew what they were talking about.
Eventually the Government decided to cut up
the land inte small blocks. About two years
ago there was a considerable amount of un-
employment in the city, and the Government
evolved a scheme of clearing ahead of settle-
ment. About 150 men were sent out from
the city, and were shown partieular areas of
country that required clearing. The price for
the work was fixed by & committee of men
with loeal knowledpe, and Government of-
ficials, As each block was cleared the Gov-
ernment advertised it for sale, and stated
that preferenee would be given to returned
soldiers. Nearly 300 people are at present
living at Newdegate, 2,000 acres are uader
cultivation, and 15,000 will be ready for the
plough during next March. The Premier de-
finitely and distinetly promised these set-
tlers that when something hke 15,000 or 20,-
000 acres of land was ready for cultivation
he wouald do his best to have built a line of
railway to serve them. I understand this
Bill will be opposed on the ground that the
line should go from Kondinin. I ask any
fair-minded member to examine the map on
the wall. If he is gatisfied that the statement
I have made is incorrect, then I ean find no
quarrel with him if he differs from me. It
was not until some four months ago that [
received a letter from the Electoral Office
to the effect that none of the setilers in the
particular area was in my electorate, and
that unless the Redistribution of Seats Bill
beeame law they would be in the Yilgarn or
Williams-Narrogin electorates. A glanece at
the map will show that there were no boun-
daries fixed for this country east of Lake
Grace, o far as I could sec at the time it
wag being surveyed. I have, therefore, mo
axe to grind in respeet to which route the
line takes, other than the fact that nearly
40 returned soldiers are located alonp the
track the line will take, and are sitvated as
far out as some 15 miles from Lake Graes.

That is the first I have
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He that excuses, ae-

Hon. P, Collier;
cuses.
Mr, STUBBS: I am not accusing anyone,

but [ have been informed by several mem-
bers on this side of the House that they
are opposed to the line on the ground that it
should start from Kondinin. I am certainly
not accusing members opposite of opposing
the line, 1 have no word to say against the
eonstruction of a line from Kondinin to serve
the magnificent belt of country east and south-
east of that centre. I ask members, how-
ever, to recollect that the wheat of the New-
degate people will have to bc earted in a
northerly direction for G5 miles and brought
into Narrogin.

Mr. Jolnston: There will be a line across
to Corrigin. That is recommended by the
Advigory Board.

Mr, STUBBS: The hon. member would
have the settlers wait uatil that line is
built. The railway under diseussion is
warranted ‘in every way, I give full credit
to the Labour Government for deciding to
send a line of railway across the sand plain
from Kukerin to Lake Grace, a distance of
30 miles, to serve 30 or more families, To
show that their judgment was sound I will
quote an estimate given to me by a reput-
able citizen of Lake Grace, Mr, Carruthers,
of first-¢class land settled and cccupied at
Lake Grace now comprises 128,000 acres, that
67,500 acres is at present cleared, and that
the area under erop this year will he 28,000
acres, I will endeavour to convince the
Houge that the land this line will serve is
equal if not superior to the Lake Grace land,
and that the Government were right in their
judgment in extending the railway to serve
30 families or more. Bags of wheat to the
number of 100,000, 20,000 bags of oats, and
1,000 tons of chaff, it is estimated will be
sgnt away from Lake Grace this season,
That is the conservative estimate of a reli-
able man. I have here a tabulated state-
ment prepared by the Railway Department
showing the traffic from Lake Grace during
last year. Outward goods were aarried
running into 18,637 toms, and praducing a
revenne of £13,960; inward goods were
carried running into 10,145 tons, and pro-
ducing a revenue of £13,206; for the
carriage of livestock the freight amounted
to £1,746 outward, and £696 inward; the
passenger traffic first and second ciass pro-
duced a revenune of £1,781; the grand total
being £33,000. That money was not all
earned between Lake Grace and Wagin,
because probably n let of stock had to be
carried a great many miles beyond Wagin.
The line is paying handsomely, and I think
I am justified in supporting the extension
for another 30 miles. I de not wish fo
bloek the settlement of first class cnumiry
in the electorntes either of Williams.
Narrogin, Pingelly or Katanning. DMy sole
desire is to carry out the promise I made
to the veturned eoldiers living along the
route of the proposed line. These people are
greatly handicapped at the present moment
through having to spend a couple of months
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in carting their wheat over such a long dis-
tance, They also lmock their horses up,
These settlers could be better employed in the
interests of the State if they increaged their
area under erop than in spending all this
time carting their wheat. When wheat has
to be earted for a greater distance than 12
or 13 miles it becomes an unpayable proposi-
tion to grow it. I believe the route men-
tioned in this Bill is the right one. I do not
wish members to think I have marked a
square on the map indicating Newdegate to
suggest that it is a square piece of country.
It i a long narrow strip of forest eountry
extending for many miles in a north-
westerly direction on the route to Kondinin
and east towards Ravensthorpe. The dis-
tance from Kondinin to Newdegate is con-
giderably over 60 miles. If the Newdegate
people have to wait until a line of railway
is constructed from Kondinin in a southerly
direction from Newdegate, many years must
pass before they ean make good.

T8itting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m,

Mr. STUBBS: Two years ago the Govern-
ment instructed the Railway Advisory Board
to inspeet this country, and report as to which
route would best serve this particular area.
The board reported on two routes, and the
teport, 1 believe, has been laid on the Table
of the House. Whether the board reported
in favour of one route more than of the other,
I am not in a position to say, bdt I ask the
House to believe me when I say that the
opening up of this magnificent tract of coun-
try will revolutionise the wheat produetion
of the State by making a large area avail-
able. I have a tecollection of the member
for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) advoecating
a few months age the construction of a line
from Esperance to Norsemar. At sbout
that time the Minister for Agricultura visited
this particular portion of the State, Men
who have traversed the country east of New-
degate and threugh the Ravensthorpe-Lake
Damnosa country returned with one theme
of discussion. They c¢laimnmed that we did not
know what it meant to open up this vast
streteh of wheat land. I am certain that, in
the course of a few years, a railway running
considerably further east than Newdegate and
linking vp with the Norseman-Esperauce rail-
way will be an accomplished fact. With the
building of that line I am positive that an
area of wheat land will be brought into pro-
duction that will double the ontput of wheat
harvested in Western Australia at present.
The realisation of that ideal is within
measurable distance. There has heen an
agitation recently for the district of Newde-
gate to be connected vp by rail with Albany.
Meetings have been held at the southern port
for the purpose of urging the Government to
construet a line across country as far as New.
degate, thus orening up a large area of land
which is not in vse at present. The people at
Albany are natvrally jealous of their rights
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and privileges respecting the country adjacent
to their port, and they seek to secure the
bandling of all produce grown in those areas.
I am in favour of every port receiving
its just proportion of the produce from
the adjacent jocalities. I ¢laim that Newde.
gate will be linked up with a port nearer
than Bunbury or Albany, which are the two
nearest ports at present, because I believe the
line will be continued eastward towards Norse-
man as I have suggested. The first point in
favour of the construction of the line from Lake
Grace tc Newdegate, is that the country to
be served contains 130,000 acres of excellent
wheat land. If is cut up into 130 blocks and
within the next few months 130 families will
be settled in that ares. In addition, & line
from Lake Grace to Newdegate will pass
through a stretch of mallee couatry, which
men, competent to express an opinion, say
will grow a fair erop of wheat and will after-
wards carry a fair number of stock. I do
not *say that the mallee country will stand
several crops of wheat, but the land at New-
degate is similar to the country at Lake Graes,
which has been cropped from five to seven
years in succession, and bas returned an
average of 15 bushels of wheat to the acre,
The House need have no fear in passing the
Bill beeavse the line will pay from the jump.
The gecond point to which I would draw the
attention of hon, members is that most of the
settlers at Newdegate are returned soldiers
and are a fine type. They have done wonders
during the last few months in clearing their
holdings and making hemes for themselves
and their families. The fact thut 15,000 acres
of land will be ready for the plough by next
March ig evidence that the right class of man
is settled in that country. The Premier made
a distinet promise to them that by the time
they had that 15,000 acres of land ready for
cultivation and proved their bona fides, he
would do his best to get a railway line con-
structed to the distriet without delay. That
wad the incentive that induced the men to go
into this huge belt of country. I support the
second reading of the Bill.

Mr, HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [7.37]: I re-
gret that the member for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs)
considers I am opposed to the railway to
Newdegate. It is not my intention o oppose
any railway that will benefit the people gen-
erally. Taking inte consideration the report
of the Railway Advisory Board and the fact
that three distriets will be served by the line
re¢commended by that board, it was my inten-
tion to support the board’s recommendatiouns,
As for returned soldiers, they are settled in
all three districts referred to by the board.
At Kalgarin, about 26 miles east of Kondinin,
there are 5,000 acres under cron this year,
and it is estimated that a return of 25,000
bags of wheat will be secured. The land there
ha= been described as being as good, if not
beiter, than the land in the Kondinin distriet.
Any member who knows anything about that
distriet must agree that as a wheat-growing
area it is the equal of, if not better than, the
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hagt in any other part 'of the State. The
estimated return from this area is 150,000
bags ef wheat, Including the Benjaberring
district, the average for the whole area will
be from 16 to 17 bushels per acre. These
men are in the same position as those referred
to by the member for Wagin. They have
gone on with their development in anticipa-
tion of railway facilities being extended to
their distriet. In their report the Bailway
Advisory Board pointed out that a line start-
ing from Kondinin will serve the people at
Lake Jilakin and also those in the Kalgarin
area, and if extended to Newdegate, will also
serve the scttlers there. I understood the
mumber for Wagin to say that if the line was
constrocted it would have to come back to
Kondinin., Hon. members will see, however,
that- if the three lines were vcomstructed to
supve the arcas referred to, considerable con-
structional waste would be incurred by run-
ning lines for a distance of 12 miles along the
main line, where the people are alveady served.
Taking two of the lines into consideration the
distance coming within the ambit of my ob-
jection would practically represent half the
iength of a line fromm Kondinin te Newdegate.
I should say that it would represent at least
25 miles of railway. On the other hand, if
the line were constructed right through only
one portion of it would be duplicated by the
extension from the main line. The whole of
the conniry from Kondinin to Newdegate
passes, according to the Advisory Board’s re-
port, through forest country, which will have
to be served by a railway in due course.
There are many returned soldiers acttled
throughout those areas. The area under erop
in the Newdegate district this year is 1,200
acres, which is a considerably smaller area
than in the Kalgarin distriet. Thus the latter
settlers have an equal, if not greater claim,
to railway facilities than have the settlers at
Newdegate. T have no wish, however, to op-
pose o Bill which will serve deserving settlers.
If the House desires to construct a line from
Lake Grace instead of the one recommmended
hy the Advisory Board, it is for hon. members
to determine. When other lines have been
discussed, however, the faet that the Advisory
Board recomniended certain courses of aetion,
was regirded as worthy of note by hon, mem-
bers. That s the point that caused me to
sugpgest that this aspeet should be taken into
consideration. As hon, memhers will see, the
area to he served, apart from the 130,000
acres mentioned by the member for Wagin, is
150,000 acres, eomprising good wheat country.
The area commends itself. If the House does
not agree to construet the line as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board there is every
reasgon to believe that in the near frture a
line will have to be construeted through coun-
try praciically settled at the presenf time. T
do not wish to delay the House by making a
long speech. It in patent to everyone who
knows the country, the development that has
taken place and the position of the men on
the land there, that railway facilities will
liave to be provided, and it is for the House
to decide which route to adopt. I helieve the
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most economical way to serve the whole of the
country is to coustruet a line in accordance
with the recommendation of the Railway Ad-
visory Board. This will serve the two settle-
ments ag well as the whole of the country that
will come within the scope of the lne. I ver-
tainly think that wome consideration should
be given to the report of the Advisory Bosrd,
the number of people and the area of land
likely to be served. If we are poing to con-
sfrnet spur lines all over the place to serve
the different areas that are being settled, we
will find it an expensive way of doing busi-
ness.  We have men wha are supposed to
know their work in connection with railway
construction and we send them out to inspect
and report on various routes, Then when we
receive the reports we shonld take some notiee
of them.

Mr, JOIINSTON  (Williams-Narregin)
[7.48): [ am very glad the Goverument have
decided to give railway eommunication fo the
Newdegate arca. It is perfectly true, as
stated by the Minister for Works, that we
have a very fine settlement there. There are
many returned soldiers im that distriet, as
well as northwards of it and right through
toe Kalgarin. It is unquestionable that these
men have done excellent work in the develop-
ment of their holdings. They are therefore
entitled to railway communication at an early
date. 'The only point the House has to con-
sider carefully is which is the best way to
serve the three groups of settlers east of the
Yilliminning-Kondinin and the ILake Grace
lines. In the North Newdegate area we
have a large number of returned sol-
diers, as well ax at Kalgarin and at
Kondinin. Repgarding the last-named, £
am in the same position as the mem-
ber  for  Wagin  (My, Stubbs). in  that
the men there are not constituents of mine,
although there are some in the North New-
degate arca that arve within my electorate.
They held a moeeting recently, discussed the
matter thoroughly, and sent me an account of
what took place. T rconsider it my duty to
read this te the House, Although T received
the communication only a few days ago, it
is dated the 3rd November—

We, the North Newdegate settlers, are
informed that the Premier intends to pass

a railway from Lake Grace to Newdegate

this next session. It was decided at a

meeting of the above settlers held here

November ist to write vou to do vour ut-

most to persuade Sir James to run the line

from Kulin or Kondinin south through
some of the best wheat land in this dis-
trict and serve us and the soldier settlers
north of Lake Grace on the way to Newde-
gate towasite, A line in this direetion will
also open up a large tract of country north
of this settlement. (Mr. Fox, the Govern-
ment surveyor, will know of this country.)

Also Mr. W. Lee, of Noman’s Lake, who

has heen through here by road and will he

able to pive you reliable information. ete.,
should you happen to meet him in Narro-
gin, T am writing him also asking him to
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make an appointment with you on our he-
Lalf as a personal interview is much better
than a letter. Hoping you will give us
your agsistance in this matter, ete. (Sgd.)
0. F. Hadden, Secretary, North Newdegate
settlers.
There is also a big returned soldier settle-
ment at Kalgarin, and in September last,
at the invitation of those men, 1 went out to
a returned solMiers’ sports meeting in that
distriet. Those settlers have over 15,000
acres of the best land in Western Australia
under erop, and the Railway Arvisery Board
has recommended that a line should go from
Kondinin East to the southern portion of the
Kalgarin arca, where these soldiers are situ-
ated, and that it should run from there to
East Jilakin. where there is considerable sol-
dier settlement through different North Newde-
gate locations right through then to Newde-
gate. The Government wonld have been better
adviged if the Bill had covered that route. Last
session that was the intention of the Govern-
ment. On the 18th Jaunary last I asked the
Premier this question—
Is it the intention of the Government dor-
ing the present session to introduce a Bill
for the construetion of a railway from
Kondinin to Newdegate through the FEast
Jilakin arcas in aecordance with the re-
commendations of the Railway Advisory
Board dated 13th November, 19222 If not,
why not?
The Premier replied that it was the intention
of the Government to introdnee a Bill next
apssion.

The Premier: I correeted that in the Press.

Mr. JOTINSTON: T believe the Premier
did make a correction in the Press, but there
was no corrcction in this House. The state-
ment was made here, and when it was made
it was the intention of the Premier to intro-
duce a Bill as he stated. The Kalgarin set-
tlers shonld have a line, and it should go on to
Jilakin and Newdegate as recommended by
the Advisory Board in the report we have
before us. [f the Government will not build
that line, T urge them to opring in a
Bill to give the Kalgarin settlers another
line from RKondinin at once. 1 do not
in any way wish to set one lot of re-
turned soldiers against another, but I aayx
the Government are doing the proper thing
in affording railway commuuiecation to the
Newdegate settlers. At the same time
those at Kalgarin and FEast .Jilakin are
entitled to railway communication and it
should be given, particularly in view of the
fact, as T have stated, that there are 15,000
acres of land under erop at XKalgarin. In
this connection the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
have arranged to provide motor transport to
convey the wheat to Kondinin,

My, J. H. Smith: How many retorned sol-
diers are there?

Mr. JOHNSTOX: At the picnic meeting
that I attended, there were about 60, and T
do not think that covered the full number.

Mr. J. H. Smith: There are 70 returned
soldiers in the area to v hich T am advoeating
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that a railway should be built, but the Gov-
ernmient will net do anytbing.

Mr., JOHNSTON: The report of the Ad-
visory Board is dated the 13th November,
1922, a little over a year old, It is ad-
dressed to the Premier, and reads—

Re proposed railway communication to
Newdegate. ln accordance with your in-
struetions tc report on the question of rail-
way communication to Newdegate, the Rail-
way Advisory Board proceeded to Lake
{irace on the 12th ult., and subsequently in-
spected the country between Lake Graee and
Newdegate and around Newdegate. As the
beard had also previous instructions to in.
spect the couatry to the ecast and south-
east of Kondinin, it took the opportunity
of traversing the country between Newde-
gate, Kulin, and Xondinin, having pre-
viously inspected the country between Kon-
dinin and Kalgarin. The board has the
honour to report as follows and to attach
a plan showing the country covered by the
report:— .

1. [f the question of serving the New-
degate centre is alone to be considered—

That is very important—

the line ‘* A-B’? is recommended—its length
. being abowt 35 miles. This connection

eould be made more direet and about three

miles shorter than by the route shown on
the plan, but the direet route would not
serve certain blocks to the morth of Lake

Grase nor the surveyed bloeks to the north-

west of Newdegate as shewn on the plan.

The grades on both ruutes would be easy.
The line A-B referred to is that from Take
Grace to Newdegate, and 1 take it that it 18
on that clause of the report the Government
have acted. In other words, the Government
have decided to consider only Newdegate,
leaving the soldier settlers at Kalgarin and
East .Jilakin to receive attention at a later
date. The report goes on—

2. As, however, the question of serving
the whole of the country to the east of a
fine drawn from Xondinin iz to be con-
sidered, an alternative proposal is made.

3. The areas not served by any railway
are as follows:—(a) That south-cast of
Lake Jilakin, marked ‘‘X’’ gnd coloured
brown. (b) The surveyed blocks marked
““Y'' and coloured purple. (e) The area
in the vicinity of Kalgarin Rock coloured
green. Particulars of these are given in
the ‘‘reference’’ to the plan attached.

These are areas east of Jilakin, east of Waly-
urtin, north of Newdegate and east of Kondin-
in, and I regret to say that although a large
number of returned soldiers are settled
throughout these areas, the Bill will not give
them very much relief,

The Premier: There are a few soldiers at
Bencubbin.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I would like to see the
Premier give the men to the north and east of
Benevbbin further railway facilities. Un-
fortunately you, Mr. Speaker, will not per-
mit me to diseusa the plight that those men

.
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who are wiung for railway communication
find themselves in, The report goes on—
4, The area ''X'’ is all settled and the
land is good. The area “*Y'’ is of good
quality and will certainly be seftled it
tranaport facilities are provided.
In this particular part of the State good
land in the surveyed locations rums mnorth,
westerly and south-Easterly, so that the route
of the proposed railway from Kondinin goes
practically through the surveyed locations on
which soldier settlement money is being ex-
pended.

The Premier:
there,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I have it on the au-
thority of the Chief Inspecter of the Agri-
enltural Bank at Narrogin, whoe knows the
eountry very well.

The Premier: I have it here, tco.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I have not been privil-
eged to see the map in the possession of the
Premier. However, what [ have stated is ou
the authority of the Chief Inspector of the
Bank. The line from Kondinin to Newdegate
will serve not only existing soldier settlement,
but will open up a large area of good land.
The report goes on—

The area ‘‘Z’'’ about EKalgarin is set-
tled and the Agricultural Bank has about
30 clients in occupation,

That was 13 months ago, and I know the

number has since increased. .
Clearing is proceeding rapidly and a fair
area will be under crop next season.

Now we come to the important question—
To serve those areas as well a3 Newde-
gate, a line ‘*D.C.B.”’ about 65 miles in
length is recommended, starting from Kon-
dinin and shown in yellow on the plan.
Kondinin is indicated as the starting
point as, (a) The Railway Department has
made this a depot station; (b) Eventually
a line must connect EKondinin and Corri-
gin; (c) A line from XKondinin must
eventually be built to serve the country at
Kalgarin Hill and to the eastward.

_The Goveroment c¢ould not build a line from
Kondinis to Newdegate unless they were pre-
pared to make a cross connection from Kon-
dinin to Corrigin, as recommended in the re-
port, and as previously recommended in a
separate report by the Railway Advisory
Board. -

The Premier: It is hardly recommended.

Mr. JOHNSTON: But there is a previous
report recommending a line from Kondinin
to Corrigin, though it states it must be de-
ferred until after settlements that have mo
communication at all have been served. 1
am in entire accord with the remarks that
the Government could not build a line from
Eondinin to Newdegate and for all time haul
all the stofi back to Narragin and again to
Perth. That freightage would be altogether
too great. I realise the difficult problem con-
fronting the Government, because they couvld
not carrv out the report of the advisory board
unless they were prepared to make that con-
neetion from Kondinin to Corrigiin within a

You are not quite right
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reasonable time, a connection that must be
made when the finances of the State improve,
Just as the line from Corrigin to Brockton
must be continued to Armadale, giving that
short conneetion with Fremantle that a
majority of members are anxious to see pro-
vided. The Railway Advisory Board from
whose report I quote, comsisted of the Sur-
veyor General (Mr. H. 8. King), Chairman;
Mr, R. J. Aaketell (Engigeer of the Public
Works Department); Mr. W. Lord (then
Chief Traffie Manager), and Mr. Geo. Sutton
(Director of Agriculture). They pointed out
that their main recommendation was a line
from EKondinin to Newdegate, and I regret
the Government have not eeen fit to adopt it.
Paragraph 6 of their report says—

If the Newdegate areas, those at ‘‘X*’
and ‘°Y,’’ coloured brown and purple and
the Kalgarin area, are considered separ-
ately, three lengths of unpayable line, say
1214 miles each in length, will have to be
constructed, whereas the proposal for the
line "“D.C.B.”’ involves one length only of
unpayable line.
The Premier:

Mace called Kulin?
Mr. JOHNSTON: I am here to advocate
the adoption of the recommendation of the -
adyisory board. Ever since I have been in
the House I have supported the professional
officers of the Government. That is why I
am urging the construction of the line from
Eondinin to Newdegate, though it is not in
my electorate. I am glad the Premier
is considering Eulin also, but we ghall
be on safe ground if we follow the re-
commendations of our professional ad-
visers, particularly the men I have quoted,
in whom the people have a great meas-
ure of confidence. They urge that if
the three areas are considered in one pro-
ject, we would save building three lengths of
unpayable line, say 1214 miles each in length.
The proposal now before the House to build
the line from Lake Grace to Newdegate
means that if the area is to be properly
served, three railways will have to be built.
A line should be built from Eoodinin to Kal-
garin. That is urgent. Then 2 line would
probably be built from Dudinin, Jitarming
or Kulin eastward to the second aresm,
and another from Lake Grace to New-
degate for the more southern area. Relying
upon the information in the report, which is
confirmed by the Chisf Inspector of the Agri-
cultural Bank for the distriet, the Govern-
ment would better serve the interests of the
State by giving effect to the report of the
advisory board and building a line from Keon-
dinin to Newdegate, which wounld serve those
three great wheat-producing and sheen-carry-
ipg settlementa. If the line be built from
Kondinin through Jilakin to Newdegate, we
shall serve all three areas, and have only one
length of 12% miles serving country aiready
gserved, If it is decided te buwild three
lines, one spur to each of the areas, of
which the Bill before the House comprises
the tirst, we shall for ever have three gac-
tions of 12%% miles of railway each running

You have forgotten the
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through couutry already served. In addition
there is the delay, as we do not know when
the other two lines will be built or when the
other two lines will be built or when the
Ealgarin settlers will receive their railway.

Hon, W. C. Anpgwin: You do not know
when any of them will be huilt,

Hon. P. Collier: We have ahead of ns 10
years of rnilway building already author-
ised.
Mr. JOHNSTOX: The member for North-
East Fremantle showed great activity in
building railways in the past.

Hon, P. Collier: And will in future.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The report continues—

A line ecasterly from ‘‘C"’ will eventually
have to be constructed, but for the present
a4 line to the point *‘C7?? will serve the

Kalgarin area in its developmental stages.

Assuming the sphere of inflnemce to be

12% miles on cach side of the line, the

lime “‘D.C.B,’"' will gerve about 14,2535

aeres per mile of line, and about 3,550

acres per mile of first class eountry classi-

fied and unclassified.
As the seitlement of the East Ealgarin area
expands, a further line will be required in
that loeality—

The line ‘‘AB.’' (from Lake Grace to

Newdegate) will serve about 15,000 acres

per mile of line and about 3,770 acres per

mile of first class land classified and un-
elassified.
The other clauses of the report do not refer
to the question of route, so I do not propose
to quote them.

Mr. Corboy: Read the Iast one.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not wish to usa
all the information; I shall leave that for the
hon, member.

Mr, Corboy: I do not mind your quoting
the last paragraph.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The House should at-
tach great weight to the recommendation of
the advisory board and the request of the
goldiers in the north Newdegate area, whose
letter T have read. Those gentlemen are

RAon. W. C. Angwin: The present Gov-
ernment to build the railway from Kondinin
to Nowdegate. I am standing by the route
recommended by the advisory board, mamely
from Kondinin. I have pointed out that if
this line be built, it will be diffienlt for the
Government—-—

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The present Gov-
ernment will not have the difficalty.

Hon. P. Collier: The line will not be
buitt for 10 years, and you Jo mot expect
to be there for another 10 years.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I urge the Government
even at this late stage to withdraw the Bill,
and bring in another measure for a line from
Eondinin to Newdegate.

The Premier: Thank you for that advice.
It is very good of you.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If the Government will
not do that, T urge them to introduce the other
two Bills this session, one for a Jine from Kon-
dinin to Ealgarin to serve the soldier settle-
ment at Kalgarin, and one for & line to serve
the East Jilakin and Walyurin settlers.
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Abhthough the East Jilakin locality is not re-
ferred to as promincntly as are Kalgarin and
Newdegate, there are just as many settlers
there, They have a big wheat produetion,
and the eountry is well watered, but in the
abhsence of railway facilities, 2 large number
of sheep are being rum,

The Premier: Ten miles from a railway?

Mr., JOHNSTOXN: But what about the
Kagt Jilakm area?

The DPremier: Tt is not very far out.

Mr. JOUNSTON: The advisory board
say it is so far from railway facilities that
ultimately a sceond line will have to be built.

Hon. W. . Angwin: The advisory board
ilo not have to find the money.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Those settlers are ron-
ning a large number of sheep and are doing
well on land that ought to be and would be
under close ecultivation if railway facilities
were provided. T have done my hest to make
the position clear. I regret that the Bill
before ns is not that comprised in the main
recommendation of the advisory board,
namely for a railvay from Xondinin to
Newdegate.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [813]: 1
have listened to the speeches by the inem-
hers for Wagin (Mr, Stubbhs) and Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) with considerable
interest, and T hope it will net be considered
temerity on my part, being a mere metro-
politan member, if I express an opinion on &
subjert that affeets, primarily at least, coun-
try distrieta far removed from the metro-
polis. I happen to know fairly intimately
the history of the development of the won-
derful area east of Wagin, I knew the dis-
trict 12 years ago when, as the member for
Wagin asid, the first band of pioneers
went to the Lake Grace distriet., I
was familiar with the ecircumstances un-
der which those men were placed, and
the difficulties they had to contend with.
I was in the district in company with the
member for Fremantle (Mr. Gibson) quite
reeently, and he has perhaps seen a little
more of the agricultural areas than I have
during the last year or two. There was illus-
trated to uvs very clearly during that journey
the value of the land, and the tremendous
uiforte which have been put into it to bring
it to its present stage of development. Whilst
in the district I was privileged to mect one
or two returned soldier friends, who are now
carving ouf homes for themselves in the New-
degate area. There are over 90 returned
roldiers in that neighbourheood, struggling for
an existence. Some of them have to cart
their goods upwards of 30 miles. They are
in possession, I understand, of exeellent coun-
try. Country of similar character extends
in a south-easterly direction over a great
mileage, even as far as Ravensthorpe. Tt is
estimated that there will be fully 15,000 acres
under crop in the Newdegate area next year.
A friend of mine there told me that he had
00 acres ready for cropping in the coming
season. That man, T mention by the way,
has not yet gone to the Agricultural Bank
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for a penny. The tone of the mem in the
Newdegate area is splendid, and they are of
a type of which we have every reason to be
proud. They are the very men whom we, as
trustees of the people of the State, should
help to the utmost of our power in establish-
ing homes for themselves. I dare say that
if we turned up ‘‘Hansard’’ containing the
debates on the Lake Graece railway, we should
find a divergence of opinion as to route. T
have never yet known a railway Bill to be
introduced inte this Chamber without its
bringing forth a storm, more or less wild, of
opinton 88 to the route that should be fol-
lowed by the proposed line, In this in-
stapce 1 think members will get the best
illustration possible—assuming that they do
not know the country—by looking at the
larger of the two maps behind your chair,
Mr. Spesker. Then they will discover the
reault that will follow from adopting the
gegyestion of the member for Williams- Nar-
rogin (Mr, Johnston), the result being that
the line, in reaching Newdegate from the
Great Southern railway, will deseribe almaost
a half circle and will add at least 70 miles,
probably u good deal more, to the distance
over whiech it will ba necessary to cart pro-
dues from the Newdegate farms.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: That consideratioi
earried no weight in connection with the last
railway Bill.

Capt. CARTER: We should at least strive
to serve the men in whose interests this Bill
has been introduced with a line that will
afford them the most payable proposition for
the disposal of their produce. Taking into
consideration the existing railway system, the
most natural port for the district is Bua-
bury, Taking a line from Newdegate through
Wagin and 8o on to Bunbury, one finds that
it is almost a straight line. But if the pro-
posal of the member for Williams-Narrogin
is adopted, the line will deseribe an are in
getting to the Great Southern railway. I
know that the hon. member contradicta that,
and says, ‘‘ We will bunild another line from
Kondinin across to Corrigin.'’

Mr. Johnston: That is essential.

Capt. CARTER: It means that we shall
have to induce the House to pass another
railway Bill; and then, T helieve, the hon,
member will discover that yet another railway
Bill is neeessary in order to get to the coast.
That is the triffing matter of linking up
Brookton with Armadale. I do not think
hot. members are impressed with the argu-
ment 08 a business proposition, sceing that
the supgestion is that in order to help the
Kalgarin settlers we should handieap those
whom we originzlly set out to help by the
introduction of this Bill. T also have per-
gonal friends on the land at Kalgarin. T
know that the country there ig exvellent. The
gettlers have great difficulties in regard to
water supply and transport, and T am in
sympathy with the member for Willinma.
Narrozin when he eays they shoutd bave rail-
way vommunication. But T fail to sec¢ tbat
we shall ho peting correctly as trustees of the
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public funds it we boild a line that will be
ungatisfactory, at least for the time hbeing,
at least until the hon. member’s two or three
other linew have Leen built, to all the parties
concerned, Now as regards the Railway Ad-
visory Board's report. The member for Wil
liams-Narrogin pagsed over paragraph 1 of
the report.

Mr. Jolmston: T did not pass over one
word of it.

Capt. "ARTER: The hon. member read
paragraph i, but did net comment on it, The
report iwlicates that it is the desire of the
Government to open up the Newdegate coun-
try. .

Mr. Johoston: I did comment on the first
paragraph. You were not here at the time.

Capt. CARTER: I listrmed to every word
read by the hon. member, and T am quite
eertain that he did not give paragraph U the
same attention as he gave to paragraphs 2,
34, 4, and 6.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We know him.

Capt. CARTER: T am beginning to kvow
him,

air, Johnston: T dealt fairly and squarely
with the whole matter.

Capt. CARTER: The hon. momher was
eminently fuir, but I think he hardly gave to
paragraph 1 the same prominence as to the
remaining paragraphs. I have a faint raeol-
laction, though I was not in thie place when
the Bill for the cxisting line was panssed, of
& debate in which it was argued that the line
of extension from Kukerin to Lake Grace
should be in a north-easterly direction, in-
stead of directly to Lake Grace. I suppose
the time will come when the member for
Williams-Narrogin will have his desire to see
the country opened up by a network of rail-
ways, when there will be railways parallel
with one another and at right angles with
one¢ another all over this great State. But
just now we must build the shortest mileage
to get the greatest results. T know the coun-
try in yuestion probably as well as the mem-
ber for Willinme-Narrogin knows it. Dur-
ing the course of yeara T drove many hun-
dreds of milea over it. I know that by snp-
porting this Bill we shall open up a tract
of country that will be as productive as the
Lake Grace area. In Lake Urace 12 yours
ago a man allowed me to share his hampy.
He lived on the ptuple diet of erushed wheat.
Ewvery pound of chaff that he fed to his
on¢ or two horses he had to cart from Ku-
kerin, a distance of 300 odd miles. To-day
that man is geing to reap the harvest of
4,100 acres of the best wheat T think I have
ever seen, To-lay that man is independent,
beeause nof his cfforts  and because of
what Nature has put into the soil of the dis-
trict. Experts tell me that the area streteh-
ing south-east as far as Ravenathorpe is
equally rich. If that is so, it behoves us to
sapport the Bill. 1 know the feeling of
the setflers. T have discossed  this
matter with the Kalgarin people and the
Newdegate people. Both sets of settlers are
equally deserving. But the position is that
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we shall not be pgiving a fair deal to all the
settlers by grouping both of them in a devia-
tion such as that suggested by the member
for Williams-Narrogin. I feel that 1 shall be
duing a public duty in supporting a line to
Kalgarin and one to Newdegate. But, as we
have placed before us now a line proposed
specifically for the benefit of one set of
settlers, it is our duty to deal with the ques-
tion as sucl, and not attempt to do something
that will not most materially benefit the ma-
jority of the settlers.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [8.27]: As the
representative of the interests of 90 per cent.
of the people concerned in this battle of
routes, it is due to me to explain the position
[ intend to take on this Bill. In the first
place, I regret very mnch the introduction by
various speakers so far as the returned soldier
question into this matter, For my part, T
care not whether a settler is a returned soldier
or not. Settlera out in the back country re-
quiring railway facilities are deserving of
them irrespective of whether they are or are
not returned soldiers, It is extremely dis-
tastefu! to me to listen to the talk about
providing rveturned soldiers with facilities, and
to hear the term ‘‘returned soldiers’’ used to
bulster up arguments in a battle of routes.
Such an attitude I repgard as a reprehensible
one for members to take, especially when 1
call to mind some of the things that came to
my knowledge as a member of the Royal
Commission on Soldier Settlement. My mem-
bership of that Commission made me ae-
quainted with the action taken hy some mem-
bers of Parliament in eonnection with the
purchase of estates that were afterwards
loaded on the returned soldicrs, estates that
proved absolutely valueless to the returned
soldinre. 1n the eircnmstances, references to
returned soldiers on such a question as this
fill me with disgust.

The Premicr: What about the reilway?

Mr. CORBOY: T have gone as fully as I
can into the routes proposed by the Railway
Advisory Board. The Kalgarin settlers are
at any rate to some extent more fortunately
gitnated than the Newdegate settlers in re-
spect of railway communication. Undoubt-
edly the Newdegate settlers are in urgent
need of a railway, A great many people
have gone to the Newdegate district, and it
jg desirable that we should as soon as possible
place them on a proper footing in regard to
transport faeilities. I believe the settlers of
Kalgarin and beyond are entitled to railway
faeilities, If a Bill were hefore the Housa
to provide those facilities, I would unhesitat-
ingly vote for it; but beeause such a Bill is
not here, I am not going to say that the
Newdegate people are not to have a railway.
1 can only hope the Government will intro-
duce a measure to provide the Ealgarin people
with a railway.

Mr. Latham: It ought to be introdueed this
session, too.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course it onght!
Bring down all the Bills you have!

1853

Mr., CORBOY: Even if it were, it would
not alter the position very wmuch. We all
know the legacy of authorised railways left
to the last Labour Goveruzment, and it scems
obvious that the present Government are de-
termined to leave a similar legaecy to the
next Labour Government. The advisory boeard
in their report drew attention to the fact that
the line they recommended, from Kondinin to
XNewdegate, did not meet the whole of the re-
quirements of the Kalgarin area, that eventu-
ally from ‘‘Point C’’ on the line a line
woulll have to be built further eastward. To
me it scems just as advisable to build this
railway from Lake Grace to Newdegate,
and another irom Kondinin eastward, as to
build on the route from Kondinin to Newde-
gate. With the route advocated By the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston)
there has to be considered the dual question of
haulage and freight. The plan shows that
the ultimate line from Newdegate to Bunbury
will be as direct as possible, whereas if the
line to Kondinin were constructed we should
have a vastly greater length of banlage and,
consequently, very mueh higher treights on
everything hauled between Newdegate and
the coast. In other words the people would
have to pay tribute to the folly of the Par-
linment that guthorised the Jine to Kondinin,
for they would be paying haulage up to Kon-
dinin, back to Narrogin, and thenee through
to Bunbury, The member for Williama-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) was of ecourse visun-
alising an unbroken line from Newdegate to
Eondinin, Kondinin to Corrigin, Corrigin to
Brookton and eventually Brookton to Arma-
dale and so through to Fremantle. But we
shall have to wait many years before such a
route is completed. Moreover, it brings up
the old question of decentrulisation, for we
would them be concentrating everything on
Fremantle, instead of sending the produce to
jts natural pori, Bunbury.

Mr, Latham: No, to Esperance,

The Premier: To Hopetoun.

Mr, CORBOY: It will need the skill of a
C. Y. O'Connor to construct a decent har-
bour at Hopetoun. I do not see much
chance of getting a harbour there. But
this question of extra haulage must be
considered. The greater mumber of peo-
ple in XNewdegate will be better served
by the short ilirect route to Bunbury than by
a line via Kondinin. Another point: eventu-
ally the Lake Grace to Newdegate line will
be extended further east. I have been to
Ravenathorpe by every posaible overland route,
even from Southern Cross, and I am satisfied
that eventually a vast area of country east of
Newdegate will be opened up. There is a
beit of country about 40 miles north of Rav-
ensthorpe, to which Government inapeelors
and sorveyors have recently drawn attention
and whiech, sooner or later, will warrant an
extension of the railway from XNewdegate
further east. One member has said that
eventually it will link up with the Esperance
line. T have not becn further eastward than
Ravensthorpe, but these who have been have
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assured me that the belt of good country con-
tinues through to Grass Pateh on the Esper-
ance line. If that be so, I am convinced the
line v.ill go eastward, not only to the Ravens-
thorpe area, Lut right through to Esperance.
That Leing so, the line it is now proposed to
build is the pruper one., There are many
people sctiled to the south-cast of Lake
Jilakin and at Xalgarin, who are equally de-
serving with the Newdegate people of rail
way fcoeilities. Buot because the Government
at present are not geing to give them those
faeilites, I am not foolish enough to refuse
what the Government are offering. I hope
the House will agrec to thia Bili for the rail-
way from Lake Grace to Newdegate. 1t will
provide iacilites for many people who are
endeavouring to develop a vast streteh of
really good land. The line will not be built
in the immediate future, Possibly it will be
tome considerable time before it is laid down,
but I am not going to delay uhe beginning of
the construction by any action that would
throw back the whole question for another
12 montha, )

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [d.a31: uUne
continually hears complaints of the bad lay-
out of our railway system and the con-
sequent loss to the State. Probably because
of that, Parliament a fow years ago appointed
an advisory board to make recommendations
in respect of every mew line. To-day we have
that board’s report on the proposed Lake
Grace-Newdegate railway. Unfortunately we
have no plan accompanying the report. The
momber 1or Wagin (Mr, Stubbs) has furnished
a fplan, taken presamably from a railway
time takle. It is not Jarge enough to clearly
indicate the posilions of the different points
in consideration. When Parliament is asked
to vote £140,000 for a railway, it is highly
important that members should be fully seized
of the objects of the line. The advisory
board’s report is strongly in favour of the
line fromm Kondinin to Newdegate. It is im-
portant that the Horse should decide, not for
the immediate serving of one particnlar dis-
trict, but for frture requitements. I have not
the 1~ast objection te a raiiway that will serve
deserving settlers, but the argument applied
to the reople of Newdegate is capable of
Lein~ a*plied with equal force to the people
of Kalgarin and of East Jilakin, for those
people enuaily with the people of Newdegate
have made efforts to develop their eountry.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr,
Johnston} pointed out that the people of
Kalgarin have a very large area under erop,
and that the wheat vield resulted in 17
bughels to the acre. All that wheat kas to be
cart~d by road to the nearest point on the
railways. The Westralian Farmers Ltd. have
agre~rd to cart it by the motor tramsport at
a eost of 1s. ver bag. That, I imagive, will
ke a consideratle handicap on the growers.
The great poirt in the advisory Poard ' re-
port is the lngs incurred in onerating three
serarate systems to connect three differemt
points. Apart from that, we shall be running

[ASSEMBLY,_

three dead ends. If we can by a railway
serve three distriets equally, it is the obvious
duty of the House to pass the necessary legis-
lation, Last week a dcputalion waited on
the Premier to ask for the Kalgarin exten-
gion, but I have not seen any report of the
result, It is important we should give rail-
way facilities to those centres that are so
remotely situated at KNalgarin and East Jila-
kin. The point i8 to get the casiest aceess {o
the port. That was clearly shown by the
member for Leederville (Capt. Carter) when
he said that the Newdegate extension gave
almost direct communication with Bunbury.
One must naturally comsider that aspeet of
the case. If the Government decide uvpen
acting in contradiction to the report of the
Advisory Board they should at least give somo
indication of their attitude towards the
people of the places to which T have just
referred. If, as alleged by the member for
Wagin (Mr. Stubbs), the member for Yil-
garn (Mr. Corboy) and the member for
Leederville, these settlers have an equal
claim upon the Government for railway com-
munication, it is obvious that a definite assur-
ance should be given to them at an early date
go that they may know where they stand, I
have not the knowledge of the district that is
claimed by the member for Leecderville, who
said the obvious course was to provide direet
communication to these centres by one line,
Members must consider the report of the
Advisory Board. I do not oppose the second
reading of the Bill, but wish to emphasise the
vital urgeney of giving consideration to those
other settlers in less favoured localities. We
have been told by every membter who has
spoken tbat the different areas are at least
equal in agrienltural value, that development
has taken place in much the same way in
each centre, and that the majority of the
settlers are returned soldiers. As the member
for Yilgaru said there is ne derire to set up
one body of returned soldiers against another,
but if one settlement of returned soldiers de-
serves railway facilities, equal ronsideration
shonld be given to another set. Tt scems to
me from the attitude of the Premier that
whilst he favonurs an extension of the line
from Lake Grace to Newdegate fo serve one
section of returned soldiers, he holds out no
hope for the other two centres. That is to be
deplored, and it is one reason why I advocate
the construction of the line as recommended
by the Advisory Board. These three sets of
people have an equal ¢laim for railway com-
munieation, and no doubt the land extends
more or less towards Ravensthorpe. Had the
line been started from Kondinin and ulti-
mately connected up az suggested by the
Advisory Board, there would have heen a
continuous line going throush «# Inree area of
valuable covatry, and the wastage of sn many
miles of railway would have teen overcome.
T trust the Premier in his reply will rive some
definite assurance that these peonle at Kal-
garin and East Jilakin wil) be given railway
communication in the same way that the more
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favoured districts of Lake Grace and Newde-
gate are getting it.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [849]: Many
membars visited Newdegate some time ago to
see for themselves the area east of Lake Grace.
On that occasion a promise was made that,
if certain developments took place, transport
facilities would be afforded to the settlers,
A railway was mentioned from Lake Grace to
Newdegate. It was a promise. I understand
that the development required has now been
efected, and that 15,000 acres are ready for
cropping. The settlers have now done their
part, and the promise made should be ful-
filled. There are other reagons why the line
should be constructed. It appears from the
plan that this is the straightest and most
direct roufe to the mnatural port. We have
suffered in the past from railways that have
been constructed like a dog’s hind leg. If
there is at last an opportunity of having a
railway congtructed direct and over a good
grade, we must not lose it. Western Aus-
tralia has suffered more from the frightful
grades of our railways, and their circuvitous
routes, in many cases running over a dis-
tance of 50 miles when 25 miles would have
done, than from anything else. We cannot
afford to build an extra mile of railway to
econnect A with B. TFor the rcason that this
is the most economieal route and the best
grade we ean have, I shall support the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.52]:
The Premier should have given us some in-
formation.

Hon. P. Collier:
gave members the fullest information.
spoke for at least three minutes.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The infarmation sup-
plied is not full by any means. T regret the
Minister has not given some information to
the House, I am in an unfortunate position.
I cannot agree with the member for Yilgarn
(Mr. Corboy) when he says if he cannot
get the Jot he is prepared to aceept whatever
the Government will hand out. We should
not approach any subject in such a manner.
The Premier 18 months ago was waited upon
by a deputation at Gnowangerup. He was
asked that a paratlel railway should be con-
strueted to Albany. The settlers gave the
mileage, and if their distances are correct,
this must be the most eeonomical proposition
for joining up with the port nearest to them.
T am not opposed to any particular port, but
my distriet has affirmed the principle, and 1
endorse it. that we should have parallel lines.
I will read an article that appeared in the
‘“Albany Advertiser.’’ This paper said:—

A Bill authorising the construetion of a
railway from Lake Graee to Newdegate was
read for the first time in the Legislative

Assembly on Wednesday. It is so made

clear that the Government has made a

choice of the two proposals put forth by

the Railway Advisory Board for opening
up that section of the State. And it is by

The Minister for Works
He
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10 means certain a wise diseretion has been
" exercised. The route selected ean only be

justified on the ground of expediency.
That is what the member for Yilgarn is pre-
pared to accept. The article contimues:—

There is nothing else to recommend it.
The Railway Advisory Board, in its re-
port on the distriet, gave the opportunity,
which the Government has so readily taken
advantage of to humour the people of
Wagin and Bunbury, It said: ‘‘If the
question of serving the Newdegate centre
is alone to be considered, the line A.B, (out
west from Lake Graee) is recommended. That
recommendation was modified in the enaning
paragraph, which read: ‘‘ As, however, the
question of serving the whole of the country
to the east of a line drawn from Kondinin
is to be continued, an alternative pro-
posal is made,’’ viz.:—the construetion of
a railway, 65 miles in length, out East
from Eondinin, beyond Kalgarrin Hill. If
language counts for anything, that used by
the Board indicates a decided preference
for the alternative suggested. The Board
dismisses the one scheme by a few Dbare
statements of fact but elaborates the other
in a palpable effort to win approval for it.
It enlarges on the fact that not only New-
degate but other centres equally as good
will benefit by the longer line and supplies
besides other practical reasons for its ad-
option. ‘‘Kondinin,’’ it declares, ‘‘is indi-
cated as the starting point as: (a) The
railway department has made this a de-
pot station; (b) eventually a line must
connect Kondinin and Corrigin; and (e)
a line from Kondinin must eventually be
built to serve the country at Kalgarin
Hill and to the Eastward.?’

The Minister for Works: Whose opinion

ig that?

Mr. A, THOMBON:
the people of Albany,

Hon. W, €. Angwin:
opinion,

Mr, A, THOMSON: It is also the opinion
of 100 per cent. of the people of Albany,
and of those situated along the route over
which it is proposed to extend this line.

The Minister for Works: How does this
affect the Albany people?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I will tell the Min-
ister later. 'The *fAlbany Advertiser’’ is
published in Albany, and gives the Premier a
good deal of support.

The Premier: It is a good paper.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Perhaps the Premier
will take notice of what it says. Tt con-
tinues—

Both proposals are ‘‘recommended’’ by
the Railway Advisory Board, bnt little is
left to the imagination as to how great a
preference is entertained for the Kondinin
connection. Yet the Government has
ignored this preference and taken to Parlia-
ment only the project which is damned by
faint praise. That may be gond politics brt
it js tad for the conntrv. The spurs out
east of the Great Southern Railway are

It ig the opinion of

It is the editor’s
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already too long. That from Wagin to
Lake Grace is 75 miles in length and the
Bill now submitted to Parliament aims to
extend it a further 353 miles. The railway
system of a country sheuld obviously be
designed to give the agricultural areas
access to the ports ncarest to them, The
connection of Newdepate with Lake Grace,
which is separated from Wagin by 75 miles
of line, emphatically does not serve that
end, for Wagin, by rail, is 116 miles from
the coast at Bunbury, 205 miles from the
coast at Fremantle, and 148 miles from the
copat of Albany. A vast deviation is en-
tailed in any ecase, And what applies in
this ease is equally applicable in others.
That is why it is high time a limit should
be placed on the length of spuy lines. And
if it had been wise the Goverument would
give Tarliament an opportunity of doing so.
The Railway Advisory Board would have
acted well within its rights in setting forth
that aspect of future constroction. Instead,
it made two recommendations, with virtues
of ome simply emphasised. The real point
of the board's altermative is not, however,
stressed. The Kondinin line, so strongly
favoured, is the beginning of the loop line
which it has always been recognised must
some day be built ocut east to parallel the
Great Southern railway., Now the spur
lines have grown to such length as to dis-
count their econmomic vulue, this pospect
demands inunediate attention. The board
advises 65 miles of construction east from
Kondinin, because that section must ulti-
mately be built and because eventually a
line must counect Kondinin and Corrigin,
If those *‘musts’’ were given effect to now
there would be no need of the Lake Grace-
Newdegate extension and the northern por-
tion of the inevitable loop would become a
reality. Less than 200 miles would then
remain to complete the loop and couneet
Newdegate and the vast extent of rich
country wurrounding it with Albany, un-
doubtedly the port nearest to it ali.
In view of the proposal and the report put up
by the Railway Advisory Board, T am im-
pelled to remind hon. members that for years
past it has been customary to take cognisance
of the fact that the board have made a recom-
mendation. I have used this argument in my
own electorate when there has been a battle
of routes. I have always said, ‘‘Thank God
we have an advisory board free from political
control or direction.’’ I regret I cannot say
as much regarding this particular line. The
Railway Commissioner, in bhis report from
year to year, has eontinually made reference
to the large mileage of unpayable railways
he has becn compelled to take over. The Bill
should be referred to a select committee. We
should not continue to perpetuate the mistake
that has been made in the past of running
out these spur lines. If hon. members were
to take the trouble to examine the map T have
in my possession, the original of which was
attached ta the board’s report, they would be
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tonvinced that the recommendation made by
practical men, who constitute the advisory
hoard, was in the best interests of the State.
[ have no desire for one moment to deprive
the Newdegate settlers of railway communica-
tion. If they are to make a success of farm-
ing in those areas, and to grow wheat profit-
ably, they must be brought within 1214 miles
of a railway. The report atates that if the
line were tiken out from Kendinin it would
serve a large number of settlers. The Gov-
ernment shonld accept the recommendation
made by the hoard, who went as far as they
could to clearly indicate to Parliament what
we should do. The board travelled over the
country between Newdegate, Eulin and
Kondinin, having previously inspected the
country between Kondinin and Kalgarin,
While jt is true that a line for 35 miles
provides the shortest direct route, the
board clearly pointed out that if their
recommendation were adopted a consider-
able saving would be effected by pre-
venting the cvonstruction of three unprofitable
linea with three separate dead-ends. The
Governmient would be wise if they gave the
House an opportunity to decide whieh of the
two routes should bhe adopted. [If that
opportunity were afforded members they
would see that, despite the fact that the
board’s proposal would mean G3 miles of
railway, the State would get better value for
the money expended. I understand no engi-
neering difficulties arise in connection with
the proposed line, which means, at the rate
of £4,000 a mile, an expenditure of £140,000
to open up this area. If we adopted the
suggestion by the Railway Advisory Board
we would be well advised in spending another
£100,000 to serve a larger area of country.
We would also be well advised if we laid
down a policy that wounld be in the best in-
terests of the State. I do not advoeate any
part in particular, but I advorate the con-
struetion of a line that will lead to the great-
est development, give the State the most value
for the money spent, and give the best service
to the agettlers concerned. The House can
hardiy decide a question like this at such a
late stage of the session.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It will not make any
ditferenee, seeing that the line will not be
construeted for some years,

Mr. A. THOMSON: Past experience has
shown that once Parliament has agreed to the
construetion of a railway, future Parliaments
are diffident about interfering with the pro-
jects.

Mr. Hughes: This is an instance where
they would be justified in doing so.

Mr. A. THOMS80OX: T strongly urge that
the Bill be referred to a seleet committee.

Hon. 'T. Walker: To whom would they re-
port, seeing that this Parlinment will be
dead?

Hon. P. Collier:
port to onr corpses,

Mr. A, THOMS0X : There is no reason
why the committee should not report within
a week, sceing that the matter is wrgent. T

The committee eould re-
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want to get away from this policy of spur
line construction. Tf the recommendation of
the board were adopted, it would he in the
interests of the gettlers and of the State as
well.

Hon. P, COLLIER (Boulder) [9.10]:
Members who are not in possession of first
hand knowledge of the district through
whieh it is proposed to construct the railway,
find themselves in a somewhat difficult situa-
tion, more particularly when faced with the
inevitable battle of the routes. Our difficul-
ties are not lessened by the manner in which
the Bill was presented to the House. The
Minister for Works, in the course of a speech
of three minutes’ duration, threw the Bill
hefore us, tossed a bundle of maps and plans
on the Table, and asked us to endorse the
Government’s proposal at the one sitting.

The Minister for Works: T thought the
consideration of the matter would have been
postponed,

Hon. P, COLLIER: T protest against the
lackadaisical, careless. hapbazard, don’t-care-
a-hang manner in which railway Bills have
been presented to Parliament this session.
T would remind the Minister for Works of
the practice adopted in these maitera some
years ago. When Labour was in power, and
it was our intention to bring a railway Bill
bhefore Parliament, we invariably had plans
and maps hung in the Chamber for weeks
before the Bills were introduced, so that mem-
hers would have ample time to make them-
sclves  thoroughly acqguainted with  rival
routes.

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tn addition, we had
typewritten matter prepared and distributed
among hon. members, giving the fullest in-
formation regarding the project. Those de-
tailg included the length, grades, estimated
cost, nature of the conntry traversed, num-
ber of settlers estimated to be served, area
under crop, area that wonld be brought
under cultivation by the construction of the
line, and so forth.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: We also gave par-
ticntara of the Crown lands in the area.

Flon. P. COLLIER: That is so. Often
weeks elapsed before the Bill was introduced
and membhers then found themselves in a posi-
tion to discuss the watter intelligently. How
ean hon. members deal intelligently with the
present Bill? TFor my part, and I presume
many other members are in the same posi-
tion, T know nothing about this project be-
vond the fact that it has heen spoken of for
some time past, We have had no anthentic
official information. What is the use of plac-
ing maps and plans on the Table to-night
when members are asked to deal with the
«unestion straight away? More partieularly is
this 80, when we remember that the Minister
oceupied exaetly three minutes in moving the
second reading of the Bill.

The Minister for Works: That must be a
reeord!
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Hon. P, COLLTER: It would be s}l very
well if it referred to a railway about which
there was no doubt,

Mr, A, Thomson; A three-minutes
speech secking the expenditure of £140,000!

Hon. P. COLLIER: That iz so. Hon,
members should have the fullest information
possible to enable them to arrive at the eon-
clnsion as to the best route to be adopted.
Ag it is, we have no time whatever in whiech
to study the question. Bills authorising the
construction of a railway should not be
brought in for consideration in the dying
hours of a gession. There was plenty of time
to have introduced the measure earlier in the
gession. When the Minister was introducing
the Bill this evening he said that he wae
given to understand that o number of asttlera
in the district desired the line and that a
permanent survey had not yet beem made, al-
though the matter had been under comsidera-
tion for the past 15 or 20 years! ‘That is
evidence of the casnal way in which these
matters are handled. [ protest against such
methods. If the maps were displayed in the
Chamber, hon. members would be able to
follow the speeches on the Bill more intelli-
gently. When one hag to refer fo rival routes
the plan rolled up on the Table where one
has to go from ‘A’ to ““B’’ and from
B ta “C,"” is of not much value. TIn
this way it is praetically impossible for mem-
bers to intelligently follow the diseussion.
The Minister has not heen fair to the House
in the manner in which he has presented the
Bill. ¥ am not offering an opinion as to
where the line should start, but T do say that
I am prepared always to give the utmost
consideration to the recommendation of the
Railway Advisory Board, because that board
is composed of men appointad for their special
fitness to examine routes and report for the
henefit of the Government and Parliament.
The findings of that board therefore, should
not be lightly set aside, even though a pro-
mise made by a Minister may run counter to
the report. T do not think the House is justi-
fied in authorising the construction of any
more railways at this juncture. Here we are
a dying Parliament, in the last hours of our
cxistence, expecting to close down this week,
and we are committing the country to the
construction of railways and the expepdi-
ture of large sums of money. That should
not be done. It is really undermining
the principles of responsible government.
Let the new Parliament, after the voice
of the people has been heard in a few
months’ time, determine what railways
should be constructed and what routes
should he followed. More particularly
should that be so when we know that some of
these propesed railways—there are three he-
fore na now—cannot possibly he conatructed
for many vears to come. I do not know why
we are always authorising the construction
of railways years ahead of the pericd when
they can possibly be constructed. We know
that a railway, authorised T think 10 years
ago, has not yet been commenced.

The Premier: Eight years ago.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: A year or two is not
much when we are talking in decades. I re-
call the fact, too, that in the Parliament that
expired in 1911 many railway Bills were
passed, and the House was committed to rail-
way construction amounting to something
like 500 or 600 miles,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: A thousand miles.

Hon. P. COLLIER: For the first three of
four years the Labour Govermment were in
office they were enpaged in constructing rail-
ways to which they had been committed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And them we were
asked what we did with the money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The principle is
wrong. At the present time six railways
that have been authorised have not yet heen
constructed. Most of them, however, are in
course of construetion. They represent a
mileage of 180, and the aunthority for con-
struction dates back some years, We have
Biils before us now for the authorisation of
the construction of another 160 miles of line.
I estimate that that 160 miles will cost in
round figures to build, £1,000,000. I base
that on the average cost of construction per
mile of recent years.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Obh, yes, and I have
averaged it on the estimate given by the
Minister for the construction of the Yarra-
mony-Newearnie line. There is no need for
us to authorise the conmstruction of any fur-
ther railways. Over 12 months ago we aunth-
orised the construetion of lines that have not
yet been commenced. Therefore where is the
urgency in the dying hours of this Parlia-
ment for the aunthorisation of the construe-
tion of still further lines. The matter of
railway construction can stand over until
the new Parliament meets. We know well
that not a sod can be turned in connection
with any enme of these lines for the mext 12
months, and certainly nothing can be done
with regard to them before the mew Parlia-
ment assembles in June or July or next year,
a new House that will have the mandate of
the people. I am not disposed to agree to
the passing of any more Railway Bills,
particularly when we remember that we are
the most overbuilt country in the world in
the matter of railways. There i3 no
coontry in the world that has such a great
railway mileage per head of the popalation
as has Western Australia. We are still pil-
ine up that mileage session after sessiom and
years shead of any possibility of construe-
tion. The matter therefore might well stand
over for a while. I do not like saying it, but
it Tooks to me very much like politieal win-
dow dressing to be passing Bills of this de-
seription just now. Is it necessary we should
indnlee in this? Will anything happen if
these railways, or this particular railway,
should stand over until after the elections?
Not a single settler in any part of the State
will be incorvenienced to the slightest degree
if we do not pass any further railway Bills
this session.
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Mr. Stubhs: The Premier made a distinct
promise 12 months ago that he would pass
the Bill during this session.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Those settlers will not
gain anything, they will merely be in pos-
session of the knowledge that the Bill has
been passed. The passing of the Bill is no
indication that the railway will be con-
structed immediately.

Mr. Piesse: It is something definite.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The people who are to
be served by the Dwarda-Narrogin railway
had something definite promised eight years
ago, but that promisc was not of much use
to them. There is no need to get ahead of
ourselves in this way. I suppose the Premier
has no doubt about being able to fulfil the
promise after the elections.

The Premier: No doubt at all,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course the promise
will hold good, but if misfortune should be-
falt the Premier, we who are now on this side
will undertake to give full consideration to
the promises that he made when he was in
office. I am oppesed to this railway, and I
protest against the casual manner in which
the information regarding it was presented
to members,

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [9.25]: 1 do not agree with the
Leader of the Opposition that we want to
make political capital out of this matter. I
do not think the electors are grateful for the
things that have ‘been done for them; they
have a lively sense of favours to come but
little regard for what has been done. I have
a hazy idea that when a Government settle
people on the land, they are responsible to
those people. I also have a bhazy idea that
in 1911, having settled people between Won-
gan Hills and Mulewa, the Government felt
it was their duty to ask the House to author-
ise the comstruction of a railway to serve
those people. So that line was authbriged
and built. It is the duty of Parliament,
after the Government settie people on the
land, to give those people facilities for the
removal of their produce to market. Of
course it would be better if we could con-
struet lines ahead of settlement, but our
finances have never permitted us to do that.
The responsibility in connection with the con-
struetidn of railway lines that have heen
promised rests with this Parliament and not
with the incoming Parliament,

Mr. Mungie: The responsibility is with
the incoming Parliament to find the money
with which to build the railways.

The PREMIER: It is always the respon-
sibility of Parliament to find the monéy teo
carry out public works, and if the Govern-
ment of 1911 did leave a considerable mile-
age of railways to be comstructed, they did
no more than their duty because those lines
had heen authorised by Parliament. If the
Government of which the Leader of the Op-
position was a mcember authorised a «con-
siderable mileage of railways for the incom-
ing Government to build
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Mr. Hughes: Would you have supported
them?

The PREMIER: T never opposed the build-
ing of a railway line in the State,

Mr. Muusie: With the exception of Esper-
ance,

The PREMIER: Yes, with the exception
of Esperance, By a strange irony of fate,
it was left to me to carry out the -lavelop-
ment of the Esperance district after the lne

was built, and T hope I acted fairly
by the people there. Parliament wonld
be wanting in its duty if it did

not authorise the construction eof this line.
It is true the advisory board recommended
alternate routes. They recommended a line
of 65 miles from Kondinin to Newdegate,
the other route being from Lake Grace. They
say if the line iz to serve Newdegate only, it
should go east. One hon. member said that
we did not want apur lines. The pity is that
we ever did other than run spur lines through
this area. We first built a loop that we
thonght would serve all the land east of the
Great Southern that would grow crops. Then
we found we had not gone far enough and
constructed another loop. Again we found
that we had not gone far enough, and to-day
a line is required still further east. The line
that will run through the Newdegate country
will probably have fo go east to Lake Damnosa,
and then to Ravensthorpe. But a spur line
can be run east to the extremity of settle-
ment and when that is built loops, if required,
can be constructed.

Mr. A. Thomson: Then instead of runping
the produce into the natural port of Albany,
it will be taken to Bunbury?

The PREMIER: T should like to take it
to the natural port of Albany if the land kre-
tween Albany and Newdegate justified a rail-
way. The land is being classified and I hope
it will justify the construction of a Jine. 1T
do not know why the haon. member has sud-
denly beeome so concerned about connecting
Newdegate with . Albany. This is a line of
30 miles, and it will be necessary, even thouch
the Newdegate-Albany line be justified, The
other route from Kondinin to Newdegate is
63 mileg, and if that line were built it wou'd
not serve very much eountry, The Kalgarin
area would certainly not be served, or only a
very small portion of it. To the east of
Eondinin there iz a considerable area of good
land, and the line will have to be run inte
that country if it ig to be served, mot 1234
miles hearing away south after leaving Kon-
dinin, bot 65 miles from Kondinin or some
other point on the Kondinin lne. 1 do not
know that the junction would be at Kondinin.
The land to the east would have to be served,
and after using 35 miles of line for the Lake
Grace-Newdegate line, there would he left 30
miles which could be run into the country enst
of Kondinin. That is the proper way to open
up this country. There is an area of land,
not very big, that will not be served by the
Lake Grace line, but will be brought vithin
the range of a railway when the line to the
Ealgarin area is Iaid. T know the eountry
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east of Jilakin, Ii is wonderfully good
and it is just outside the 12%-mile radius
now. By building a line to the east from a
point somewhere near Kondinin, that land
will be served. We cannot do betfer than
run the spur lines parallel with each other
into this far eastern territory. It would be
quite wrong to run a line from EKondinin to
Newdegate beeause, by so doing, we should
not be opening up nearly so much country as
we can open up by using the 65 miles of
material to construet two spur lines, Then,
too, the country eastward of Lake Graee and
eastward of Xondinin is very much better
than the country between those two places.
The Leader of the Opposition vas right when
he said we ought to know what particular
land we intend this line o serve. There are
130,000 acres of land taken up at Newdegate.
A great deal of it has been cleared and the
land is pood. There are also 105,000 acres
of secomd class land that will make good
sheep country and will grow some crops.

Mr, Hickmott: Will 35 miles of railway
serve all that?

The PREMIER: Yes. Then there are
288,000 acres of third class land that will be
used for stock purposes. It is unfortunate
that this line, like so many other railways in
this State, will cross a coasiderable area of
third eclass land between Lake Grace and
Newdegate, but it will serve a great deal of
land near to Newdegate as well as the land
to which I have referred. Lf the land to the
eastward is still to be served, a spur line is
the vway to do it. I hope the House will nut
hesitate to pass this Bill. The information
has not been before members long, but every-
thing about the area is known. fn the early
dass very little was known of this district,
There was a good deal of doubt about the
quality of the land and it suitableness for
whest growing. Sinee then the land has been
tested and tere is now no dorbt whatever
abhout its wheat-growing capabilities. The
Houvse could not desire any further informa-
tion. It is our duty to see the peopile are
guaranteed railway facilites. With the Leader
of the Opposition, I agree that we cannot ask
Parlian ent to authorise any further railways
this scssion. The land eastward of Kondinin
will have to be considered next sesgion. I
realire that lines ¢annot be built in a day or
two, so 1 do not suppose there will be any
actual delay oecasioned by waiting till next
sesgion, It is regrettable that we cannot
build rail ays more cheaply. Once we eould
build railways at comraratively small cost,
but now material i3 much dearer.

Mr. A, Thomson: Do you think this line
will cost £4.000 a mile?

The PREMIER: No; I think a very light
line, something like the wood lines at Kal-
poorlie, will serve these areas very well.

Mr. Stubbs: Fifteen bundred pounds a
mile construeted the railway from Kukerin
to Lake Grace,

Mr. T'ndrrwood: And after spending that
£1,500 the Government bad to spend another
£1,500 just to fill it up.
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Hon. W, C, Angwin: No, they did not.

The PREMIER: We shounld be perfeetly
honest. It is of no use talking of building
a railway for £1,500 a mile.

Mr. Stubbs: XNot now.

The PREMIELR: In the days to which the
hon. member refers, rails cost about £50¢ per
mile and sleepers cost about half the present
price. To-day rails cost about £1,000 a mile.
We pay in costoms duties £160 per mile on
our rails.

Mr. Underwood: The next Government had
to spend £1,500 a mile to make a railway of
the Goomalling-Dowerin line.

The Minister for Works:
got rails at £4 10s. per ton.

The PREMIER: It will always be acces-
sary to spend money on strengthening lines,
The Leader of the Opposition referred to the
abnormal mileage of railway in proportion to
population. Admittedly we have a very
great mileage, but 1,000 miles is used to
serve the goldfields. A good deal of the main
ling used to serve timber country that can-
not be used for agrieultural purposes. I
hope the House will agree that the construe-
tion of this railway is justified. Having
settled the people in the district, we have a
responsibility to them.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, debate
adjourned.

At one time we

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

BILL—GERALDTON HARBOUR WOREKS
RATLWAY,

. Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W, J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [9.43] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The railway [
am asking the House to assent to is only a
short length of a little over a mile. Tt is re-
quired for the comstruction of the Geraldton
harbour works. It is neeessary to continue
the present line terminating at the Geraldton
station along the shore to enable plant and
material to be conveyed to the spot where it
is to be used for the harbour construction
work. When the extension of the Geraldton
harbour was under consideration, it was
thought that this railway would be regarded
as an extension of a siding, but it has been
devided by the Crown Law Department that
as it j3 an extension of a line and will be a
permanent  location, Parliament should be
asked to nssent to the eonstruetion. The rail-
way will enable the traffic to be run from the
existing railway yard to the site of the new
harhour works. The estimated cost of the
line and sidings is £10,000 and it is provided
for in the harbour vote. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [9.45]: 1
support the Bill, notwithstanding that we are
a dying Parliament, and notwithstanding the
declaration of the Leader of the Opposition
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that we should leave all these railway Bills
to the voive of the people or to another Par-
litment. 1 recognise mow, as 1 have recog-
nised for maay years, the importance of build-
ing a harbour at Geraldton. Whether it be
in the dying hours of a Parliament or in the
earliest hours of a Parliament after its birth,
menters should endeavour to anthorise works
that are for the advantage of the State.

Mr, Lutey: There is a difference between
this railway and the previous owme.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, but the principle
ag regards the dying hours of Parliament is
the same. 1f I am in the new DParliament, I
will support this railway again, I may not
be in the new Parliament, but, allowing for
that, I support the present Bill ag T am in the
present Parliament.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [9.48]: I have the
greatest pleasure in supporting this Bill for
the construction of even a short railway in
vonnection with the Geraldton harbour. The
State owes a firat duty towards the eonstruc-
tion of what T term oufer harbours or district
harbours, and more especially at the present
juncture, We have constructed and are con-
structing thousands of miles of railway, but
up to date we have for this vast territory of
ours only one first-class harbour. Let any-
thing happen whereby that harbour would be
closed and disused, and what would become
of the commerce of Western Australial

Mr. Underwood: We have lots of harbours
in the North-West.

My. MONEY: Undoubtedly we have many
localities suitable for harbowr purposes, but
it remains for us to appreciate the fact that
for the vast territory of Western Australia
we have only one first-class harbour.

The DEPTTY SPEAKER: We are not dis-
cussing harbours.

Mr. MONEY: 1 am giving my reasons, Sir,
for believing that it is necessary to establish
harhour faeilities outside one centre. No
country ecan become great without a decen-
tralisation of harbours. This Bill represents
a step towards that decentralisation which T
consider ahsolutely mecessary to Western
Australia.

Hon. W. . ANGWIXN (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle) 79.51): The member for Pilbara
(Mr. Underwood) tried to be funny. For
him, as for myseclf, it is impossible to intro-
duce any humour into a debate. He pointed
out that he thought it was the duty of Par-
liament, in spite of what the Leader of the
Opposition had said, to pass railway Bills
which hon. members considered to be for the
advantage of the State. But he forgot that
the vote for this work was passed several
This is not a new work at all.

years ago.
Mr. Underwood: YWhat is the Bill for,
then?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In the general
way of working, this line has been used as
a light lire in eonnection with the Geraldton
harhoor, As the Minister clearly stated, the
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Crown Law Department have advised that as
the line will probably become part of the
Government railway system, Parliamentary
sanction is necessary. If, as in the case of
most construction works, a light line had
merely been put down, the Bill would not
have been introduced at all. The member for
Pilbara hkas failed to realise the difference
betwesn providing means for the earrying out
of works already authorised, and providing
the means for carrying out new works involv-
ing hundreds of thousands of pounds. But
no member knows that better than the mem-
ber for Pilbara. No member has growled
more than that hon, member regarding the
responsibilities put or Goveraments, who had
no say in respect of certain works cxeept to
find the money for them. This is 2 work for
which Parlinment has already provided. The
work has been on the Iistimates for three
vears, and it was started nearly two years
age. That ig an entirely different matter
from imposing on another Parlinment, and in
all probability another Government, the re-
sponyibility of finding millions of money for
works when no one, not even the Government,
knows to-day where the money 18 to he ob-
tained. That is a wrong attitude to take.
Certainly it is not an attitude that a dying
Parliament should take.

Mr. Piesse: You left a fair legacy. The
Wyndham Meat Works, for instanece.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: That legacy was
earried at the commencement of a Parlia-
ment, a Parliament in which we had a2 ma-
jority during 12 months of its existence.
Unfortunately, through circumstances over
whichk we had no control, we loat one of our
memhers, Thereupon the hon. member in-
terjecting, through corruption, turned us out,
and so we had not the opportunity of earry-
ing out the works which we had introdnced.
That is on entirely different =matter., The
object of the preseat Bill is mercly to enable
the Government to earry out a1 work for
which Parliament has zlready provided.

Mr, LAMBERT ({(Ucolgardie) [49.561: T
support the second reading. Tn contradis-
tinetion to the previpus Bill, this meawnre is
merely a natural corollary to the authorisa-
tion for the comstraetion of the Geraldton
harhour works, Tn no way can the proposal
under this Bill be compared with the expen-
diture of a large sum of monew, as surgested
by the member for Pilhara (Mr. Under-
wnnd). Thke Minister for Works has ex-
plained that the Government coukl put in
this railway, but that as it will become part
anil pareel of the permanent construetion of
the Geraldton harbour works, Parliamentary
authority v needed for it. I am not nnmind-
ful of what the Government have done, or of
the tpersonaf interest taken by the Minister
for Werks in the matter of providing the
areat midlands with suitakle harbour faeili-
tirs.  Bot in  this conneetion the Honse
should not forget the valuable work done by
the member for Geraldton {Mr. Willeock}.
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That work, coupled with his nnswerving ad-
voeary of the provision of water supplics in
(teraldton, must always stand to his credit.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Mr. LAMBERT: That view is, I am sure,
endorsell by all members who xnow the un-
selfish work Mr., Willcoek bas done. [t would
he a pity if Parliament took the words spoken
in this debate by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion as indieating in any way that his ohjec-
tions vould apply to a wmall work of this
deseription, It is necessary to refer to that
aspect, hecause it hax been mentioned by the
member for Pilbara.

AMr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [9.59]: 1
also support the second reading of the Bill.
I do not helicve in flogging anything to
death. Every member who has spoken has
supported the measure, though T was pre-
pared for some opposition. With regard to
the work to which the Bill refers, the money
has heen authorised by Parliament under a
Loan Bill. Therefore, this measure repre-
gents an eatively differcnt proposition from
previons measures which have come beforve
the Housc to-day. The money for this line
has already leen found, and all that is
necessary is to give legislative effect to the
ecnstruetion. In the case of the other pro-
posals brought forward to-day, it iy necessary
to find fonds at some future date. As the
line under consideration will become part o
the railway system, it is necessary to have
legislative authority for the working of the
line. To obtain that authority now ia just as
good as to obtain it in twe or three years’
time, The Government could have unsed the
line as a tramway for the construetion of the
harbour works, and eventually breought in a
Bill like the present. There would have heen
no harm in that. However, as the Crown
Law Department have advised that a Bill
for the comstruetien of the line will he re-
quired at some time, and as the expenditure
has been already anthorized by Parlinment,
there is no reason why the present Bill shenld
not pass through the House straight away.

Question put and passed.

Bill reail a second time.

In Committee, eie.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendinent, znd the
reprrt adopted.

Read a third time and trapsmitted to the
Council,

BILL—FRIEXDLY SOCIETIES
AMEXDMENXNT.
Third Reading.

Read a third time and retorned to the
Coupeil with amendments.

ACT
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BILL—CHANGE OF NAME REGULA.
TIOXN.

Second Reading.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN (XNorti-East PFre-
mantle) [10.5] in woving the reeond read-
ing said: This v a short Bill, and its pro-
visicns are very clearly stated. It has been
found that yquite a nwmber of porsons by
changing their names evade their legal la-
bilities, particularly those persons who de-
sort their wives and families, In the State
Clilldren Department the greatest difficulty
lies in finding absconding fathers on ae-
count of whom the State iy called upon to
pay thousands of pounds annually in the
maintenanee of children. If only beeanse of
the cost to the State, steps should be taken
te prevent such persons changing their names,
except by registration.  The maintenance
officer has said he is satisfied that nany ab-
seonding fathers evade service of summons hy
changing their names. When [ was in con-
trol of the State Children Department 1
found that the police had great difficunlty in
tracing many abseonding fathers, because
they repeatedly changed their names, leaving
the State to earry their responsibilities. The
Taxation Departinent also is affected, be-
cause many persons evade their taxation by
changing their names, I regard that as see-
ondary in importance to the other reason for
the Bill. 8til], itmeans higher taxation for those
who do pay. To-day persons can change their
names by deed poll, costing in all about £10.
Under the Bill one’s name can be changed at
a ¢ost of £1, There will be no need to go
through the legal process; a person wishing
to chauge his name can go to the Attorney
General or Minister for Justice and have the
new name registered.  Exeept under the
Police Act, there is in existence no law against
the use of a wrong name, but under the Bill
a penalty is provided for the use of an as-
sumed name without registration. That pen-
alty is a fine of £25, or imprisonment for
thre. months. The officers of the State Chil-
dren Department are firmly of opinion that
the imprisonment penalty is very pecessary
if the difficulties of the past are to be re-
moved,

Mr. Underwood: Does the Rill apply to
Christian names as well as to surnames?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Yes, to any name.
I meve—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [10.12]: I notice
that in Clanse 2 reference is made to the
Registrar of Transfcrs. To-day we have no
such officer, although of eourse we have a re-
gistrar of Titles and Deeds. Apparently this
has been taken from an o¢ld Ordinance
passed in 1856, when we had a Registrar of
Transfers.

Questian put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Committee, etle.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, aud the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

| The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

MOTION—APPRENTICESHII® SYSTEM,
To inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 3rd Qetoher on
the following motion by Mr, Davies:—

That in the opinion of this Housc o
Royal Commission showld be appeinted to
inquire generally into the apprenticeship
yrestion.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—Northam} [10.16]: I de not oppose the
motion. Something in this regard is wanted.
Many of our young people are secking em-
ployment and cannot get it. Under our edu-
cation system many boys do not leave school
until they are 16, but they find it difficult to
obtain employment. There is no accommo-
dation for them in offices, and they have no
opportunity to learn a trade. We want pro-
perly traincd artisans. In almost cvery trade
there is a shortage of skilled workmen. T
do not kmow why there are so few appren-
tices, and why so few of our young people
learn trades. The youth of the country should
be encouraged to the apprenticeship system
go that they may learn a trade. There is a
growing demand in this State for trade-
men. In some of our trades the artisans on-
gaged in them are all growing old.

Mr, MeCallum: To what trade do you
refer?

The PREMTER: To the bricklaying trade.
It is not right we should bring artisaus into
the country when our education system is
sach that by the time a boy leaves school at
the age of 15 or 16 he s fitted to become a
first class tradesman. If boys eould get the
opportunity they would avail themselves of
it, but they do net get it. We want to know
what can be dome to give them the oppor-
tunity. Day after day boys are leaving
school, Some of them go on the land, some
into offices and shops, but many of them
would profer to beeome tradesmen. ‘That
wonld be Detter for them, They get bLetter
paid as tradesmen than in the other avoea-
tions T have mentioned. I should be glad to
see a Royal Commission appointed to go into
the matter. Wu have all given a great deal
of thought to it, and are concerned ahout
the vonng men of the country, If we can
help them Ly this means it will ke a good
thing to do so. Day by day we find splen-
did voung fellows sceking jobs. When they
are young they get fairly good pay in offices
and shops, but these jobs mean nothing to
them in the future. If we can help by this
means we should do so. SomethinT ought to
he done to enable a greater number of our
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young men to learn trddes. It would be more
beneficial to the State than if they went into
offices or did other work of that kind. I
hope the House will agree to the motion,

Mr. MeCALLUM  (South Fremantle)
[10.20]: It may be as well if we review the
circumstances that gave rise to the moving
of this motion. In a speech he made to the
Honse the member for Guildford (Mr. Davies)
accused trades unions of adopting an attitude
debarring young men from becoming appren-
tices and learning trades.

Mr. A. Thomson: Why continue with that
if we get the Commission?

Mr. McCALLUM : T wish to
motive of the hon. member.

Mr., Mann: The ultimate end is good.

Mr. McCALLUM: That is all right.

Mr. Munsie: Of course it is not a right
thing to eriticise his statements now, He did
blame the trades unions.

Mr. MecCALLUM : I will support this
motion, if only to further expose the false
arguments that have been put forward
blaming trades unions for the existing con-
ditions.

Hon. P, Collier: They are generally blamed,
and wrongfully so.

Mr, McCALLUM: The member for Guild-
ford blamed the unions for having denied
boys the right to learn trades. He specialiy
appealed to the iron trades unions, and said
the time had arrived when they could relax

show the

their rules or regulations, awards or agreec- .

ments that limited the number of apprentices,
in order that more boys might be employed
in the trades. He particularly mentioned the
Midland Junetion workshops. When members
on this side of the House interjected that this
was not the fault of the unions, and that the
employers were to blame—
Mr. A. Thomson: Not all of them.

Mr. McCALLUM: The hon. member’s
section of employers was the greatest
oifender.

Mr. Munsie: Even greater than the Mid-
land Junction workshops.

Mr, McCALLUM: When it was shown by
this side of the House that the position had
not arisen through the stand taken by the
unions, the member for Guildford asked a
number of questions in order to disprove
the truth of the interjections from this side.
He asked the Minister for Railways how
many apprentices the Commissioner was en-
titled to employ at the Midland Junction
workshops, and how many be was employ-
ing, in order to prove that there was no
ground for the view adopted by the Opposi-
tion. The answer by the Minister showed
that there were vacancies for over 100
apprentices.

Mr. Munsie: For 113.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Commissioner was
entitled to take on that number, but did not
avail himself of the opportunity.

Mr. Munsie: And there were 86 applica-
tions from boys to become apprentices at
that time.
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Mr. MecCALLUM: Not satisfied with that,
the hon. member asked the Minister for
Works what the situation was at the State
Implement Works, and received the reply
that there were vacancies for about 60
apprentices. He was also told by the Min.
ister that if these apprentices had been
taken on at the State Implement Works the
tradesmen would have been thrown out of
work. The hon. member, therefore, had his
answer, He them tried to cover up the
situation by asking for ihe appointment of
a Royal Commission. I have no objection
to the most minute examination into the
sitnation, for I am confident the unions will
receive the backing of every fair-minded
Commissioner. The Premier has said that
in the bricklaying trade most of the work-
men are old, and that there are very few
young men learning the trade.

The Premier: I am told that.

Mr. MeCALLTUM: The Promier is fairly
right. Builders and cortracters, however,
will not take apprentices, and yet they say
the trades unions are to blame. The Director
of Technical Education eonvened a confer-
epce gome years ago.

Mr. A, Thomson: Do you think a boy
ought to be bound to a bricklayer for five
years?

Mr. McCALLUM: That question should
be left to those who are engaged in the
industry and understand it.

Mr. Mann: Do not all these conditious
suggest the necessity for a Royal Commis-
sion{

Mr. MeCALLUM: T am not opposing it.

Hon. P, Collier: Is there any reason why
the hon. member should not deal with the
subject?

Mr, McCALLUM: I sce no necessity for a
Royal Commission, An inguiry takes place
in the case of nearly every application that
is made to the Arbitration Court for an
award as to the position of the trade unions,
of the employers, and of the apprentices,
Each trade is investigated already by that
court as the applications come forward.
Every time the employers and uniomists
meet to fix up an apgreement, this is gener-
ally the main bone of contention between
them, that is, the number of apprentices to
be employed. This sort of thing goes on
almost weekly. I do not know whom we
ghall find capable of giving the subject a
more complete, thorough and impartial in.
vestigation than the members of the Arbi-
tration Court.

Hon, P. Collier: That is the point.

Mr. A, Thomson: What do you think is a
fair proportion of apprentices?

Mr. McCALLUM: That is a matter for
the industry concerned. What will suit ene
will not swit another. Tf an industry is
growing the matter should be viewed from
a standpoint different from that of an
egtablished industry. In my own branch of
the printing trade there is only one
apprentice to six journeymen. Very few of
the apprentices, that bave been turned out
during the last 20 years, have been able to
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get employment at their trade, even on this
proportion, and have had to seek fresh fields
in order to obtain a livelihood. 1n other
trades that are growing, the court is now
fixing a proportion of one to three or one
to two. Everything depends on the evi-
dence that is brought forward, 1o actual
faet, there is a Comnisgion inquiring into
- each particular trade as it comes before the
court, There are those who argue there
should be no -limitation placed upon the
number of apprentices.

The Premier: There must be a limitation,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, if & boy is to he
taught his trade. There must be a limitation
in the interests of the apprentices, the trade,
anid the tradesmen, I have taught apprentives
and have served my apprenticeship, In our
trade we have a time docket to make up, and
we have to account for every minute we work
during the cight hours 45 minutes. We have
to fill up a docket each day, and the time is
¢hecked in the office. If a man spends over-
time on any job he gets a ‘‘pleare explain.’’

The Colonial Seerstary: A ¢‘please ex-
plain’’ is unknown with good workmen.

Mr. MeCALLUM: If that argument is
correct the Minister cannot have had many
geod workmen in his busineas.

The Colonial Seeretary: That is wrong.

Mr., McCATLLUM : The interjection is
wrong. An apprentice has to be alongside a
journeyman in order that he may learn the
trade. In my trade a journeyman is not
allowed any time off in order to teach the
apprentice. He has to carry the apprentice
himself. Wlien he has to work to a time docket
it is natural that the apprentice should be
ghared hetween two or three journeymen., He
is generally placed between two good men, so
that they ecan supervise tfie work and give
him tuition. Tf there waa one apprentice to
each journeyman, no apprentice would have
a possible chance of becoming a competent
tradesman.

AMr. A, Thomson:
point,

Mr. MeCALLUM: T am speaking of my
own trade, to which 1 served am appentice-
ship and in which T have taught apprentices.
In the intercsts of appreutices, the limitation
should take effect. Inguiries should be made
for the purpose of learning from each trade
what number of apprentices it can absorb.
The years during which a lad is under in-
dentures, from 16 to 21, are the most valu-
able years of his life. They are the years
during which he has to fit himself for his
future strusgle for existence. If he is taught
a trade that cannot absorb him, that does
not give him scope for employment after his
apprenticeship is finished, those years are
wasted. Such a position is most unfair to the
lad, as well as putting an unfair tax on the
journeyman who teaches him. It leads the
lad himself into blind-alley employment. In
eonnection with an unskilled trade a lad gets
bigher wages during the years from 16 to 21
than he would get if serving an apprentice-
ship. In Western Australia secondary indus-

That is na debatable
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tries are so limited fhat they do net afford
seope for apprenticeship. How wmany scorves
of apprentices have learnt their trade here
and then have had to go to the Eastern States
to obtain employment? Scores and scores of
them.

The Colonial Secretary: Scores of trades-
men have come here from the East.

Mr. McUCALLTUM: And scores of appren-
tices have left this State for the Eastern
States. Our young lads should he taught
some business that will enable them to assist
in bringing this eountry forward, instead of
an employment that will involve their going
away clsewhere to obtain work. The latter
course is not cconomiecally sound. Ontside
the building trade, no Western Australian
trade has yet been able to prove that it has
not sufticient apprentices to meet the demand.
From the aspeet of the motion, the Arbitra-
tion Court is an anonual Royal Commission,
most of the awards being vearly arrange-
ments. Thus the court inquires into the posi-
tion each year. The case is stated from both
sides. That has been going on for many
vears. I do not know how much further a
Royal Commission will get towards a solun-
tion of the apprenticeship question than the
Arbitration Court has been able to do.

Mr. Marn: Do you think the position is
better now ihan in the past as regards em-
ployment for apprentices?

Mr, McCALLUM: No. I do not see
much chance of secondary industries growing
in Western Australia. I am sorry to have to
say it. No ome whe understands the pesition
will agree that every applicant for appren-
ticeship should be taken on. The safe limita-
tion for each trade is ascertained now through
the Arbitration Court. As regards the build-
ing trade, the Arbitration Court cannot eom-
pel the employers in that trade, or in any
other trade, to take on any number of appren-
tices. The employers in the building trade
have stuck out hard and fast that they will
not take apprentices, hecause they cannot
guarantee the apprentices continvity of em-
ployment.  The employers say they take a
eontract fo-day, and may have a run for a
rear or two,

Mr, A. Thomson: What about the improver
system?

Mr, McCALLUM: T will not have that
system on my mind. I have made too close
a study of the situation ever to agree to the
improver system. Many years ago the Arhi-
tration Court, having examined the question,
decided definitely and clearly against the im-
prover system,

Mr, A. Thomson: That does not say the .
coutt was right, all the same.

Mre, MeCALLUM: On that question, 90
per cent. of the employers in this country
apree with the Arhitration Court, and do not
want improvers. The improver system is de-
signed to supply cheap labour. It is the
ruination of young men. They have no hope
in life as improvers. The improver system
absolutely represents a blind alley. The
Arbitration Court will not permit the im-
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prover system, and the unions will never
tolerate it. In my judgment, the system of
supervision and contrel and examination of
apprenticea set up by our Arbitration Court
under the existing law has nothing to compare
with it in any part of Australin. I believe
it to be the finest system in vogue.

Mr. Pickering: But it does not give results.

Mz, MeCALLUM: Within our limited
sphera we are turning out some of the finest
tradesmen in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Pickering: But not the numbers.

Mr. M¢CALLUM: Can the hon. member
name any trade here that is pot furning out
enough tradesmen for its requirements?

Mr. SPEARER: Order! There cannot be
argument between hon. members,

Mr, McCALLUM: The building trade is the
only one that ¢an possibly be ¢ited, and there
the matter is entirely in the hands of the
employers. The carpenters’ union, with which
I was associated, asked the Arbitra-
tion Court to make it mandatory upon
the cmployers to take on a certain number
of apprentices proportionate to the number
of )ourneymen employed. The employers
raised the point that the court bhad no juris-
diction to do so, and the court made no order.
The employers will not employ apprentices,
und that is the reason why so few apprenticcs
are coming on. The unions will not tolerate a
lot of cheap labour being iutroduced, and the
tradesmen eannot carry the whole burden of
teaching apprentices.

Mr. A, Thomson: They do not earry the
burden.

Mr. McCALLUM: T can easily show that
they do. Employersstand off and say they will
not take the responsibility of employing ap-
prentices, and then, because no tradesmen are
conting forward, the employers abuse the trade
unions. 1 attended a confercnee years ago
when we offered the builders and contractors
to permit the exchange of apprentices between
- eontractors so that the contraetor who had ne
work to do could transfer his apprentices to
the contractor who had a job, and thus main-
tain evntinunity of training.

Mr. A. Thomson: You know that con-
tractors do not work well together, but gen-
erally work against ecach other.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The employers would not
listen to that proposal. Their only idea was
to transfer the responsibility to others. They
contended that the Government or the tech-
nieal school directly shonld aceept the re-
sponsibility for training the apprentices.
That was the only argument they put wup.
The complaint is made now that the shortage
of tradesmen is due to the trades unions not
allowing enough apprentices, yet the em-
ployers themselves are respongible for the
position.

Mr. Mann: Tn the motor trades, men are
simply taken on, and they start siraight off
at the job. !

Mr. MeCALLUM: But that is only assem-
bline work.

Mr. Mann: They do turning as well,
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My, McCALLUM: If they do that work,
the engineers’ award will cover them. XMere
ussembling is not classed as skilled work.

Mr, A, Thomson: But the cmployers have
to pay enough for it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Arbitration Court
inquircs into all sections of trade when the
industrial position bas te be reviewed from
time to time. [ do mot know how far the
Roya} Commission vould go. [ do not know
what good it could do except that it might
expose the fallacipus arguments used by the
employers to place the blame upon the trades
unions regarding the shortage of apprentices.
Apart from that, I do not know that it eould
do auy more than the vxisting Arbitration
Court.

Hon. P. Collier: How will the Royal Com-
mission be cvonstituted?  Will there be ome
man, or will representatives from both sides
be appointed as well?

Mr, MeCALLUM: The Premier has not
given any indication as to what he proposes
on that point. We do not know whether
there isto be a single commissioner or whether
tbe trades unious and the employers are to
each appoint a representative to sit on the
Commission, with an independent chairman.
Apparently the only trades that require in-
vestigution are those conneeted with building
operations.

Mr. Mann: Apart from the iron and steel
trades, de you not think other industries
should be inquired into, seeing that new in-
dustries are springing up?

Mr. MeUCALLUM: If they are, they shonld
bhe inquired into. What opportunity can the
Royal Commission have to inquire into these
matters that is net available to the Ar-
bitration Court. There is no activity in
Western Australin that the court does not
investigate before issuing an award. If the
employers are not satisfied with the pumber
of apprentices a trades union agrees to, the
matter is taken to the court and the position
investigated so that a decision may be given.
In the huilding trades, however, the employers
say they do not care what the unions do, they
will not employ apprentices. T do not know
that there is any power vested in the Arhi-
tration Court to force the employers to take
apprentices. Tt would be as well for the
Promier to pgive us an indieation as to the
constitution of the Commission.

The Premier: I am willing to diseusa that
with the Leader of the Opposition.

My, MeCALLUM: Tf the inquiry is to be
directed to the manufacturing trades, it will
merely be a repetition of the work the Arbi-
tration Court iz doing. The unions are not
anxious to turn out too many apprentieces.

The Premier: Tt would be as well to avoid
that. :

Mr. MeCALLUM: What would be the use
of teaching a hoy a trade in which he could
not get employment?

The Premicr: That wonld be ne good.

Mr. MeCALLUM: As to the training of
apprentices, the Arbitration Court has ex-
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aminers who see that the apprentices are pro-
perly taught, ard collect all necessary infor-
mation so that the court, when making a new
award, knows what progress has been made.
If the employment of apprentices is to be
made compulsory, we will find objection raised
by the employers, particularly by those whe
have spasmodic employment., Apart from Mil-
lars’ Timber and Trading Co. and, perhaps a
few others, I do not know that mauy em-
ployers in these trades have inside works
where the apprentices can be employed at
times when operations outside are slack. L
have had many conferences with various sce-
tions of employers regarding the apprentice-
ship question. There are enough apprentices
to meet the requirements of all trades apart
from the building trade.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R.
S. Bampson—Swan) [10.48]: T do not wish
to blame cither the unions or the employers
for the position regarding apprentices, 1
support the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion to deal with the matter, because it s ur-
gently nceded. Great diffieulty is experienced
in Australia in placing boys in various trades.
Frequently we see tradesmen fromn overseas
appointed te do work an Australian-born
should have had the opportunity of securing.
Because of this, we find our youths forced
to take work for which they have no natural
aptitude. Many are forced to take up un-
gkilled labour of a non-paying charzcter. 1
agree with the member for South Fremantle
{Mr. McCallum) that the improver has dis-
appeared from the industrial sphere, and hon.
members need not discuss that sspeet any
further. 1 know something abhout the print-
ing industry, and for many years I acted as
examiner for the employers under appoint-
ment by the Arbitration Court. 'With the
union examiner, I examined a large number
of apprentices. I have attended many
printers’ conferences in the Eastern States,
and I know that the Western Australian
trained lad is equal to the best of Australian
boys. With our great development, there 13
urgent need for the training of our boys as
blacksmiths, mechanies, harness and leather
workers, electricians and in many other avo.
cations, The number of our factories is in-
creaging, and with that increase there is in-
creasing also the difficulty of finding skilled
hands. At present it is impossible to obtain
linotype operators. This is one of the most
attractive of occupations, The hours are
licht, 40 on night work and 42 on day work,
with 8 minimum of £6 6s. or £8 163, as the
case may be. There is a shortage in that in-
dustrv. Yet a lad who learned his trade in
my offire hecame proficieat in 15 montha,

Hon, P, Collier: As a linetype operator?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: ¥Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: From the beginning?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Mr. McCallum: There are tricks in every
trade.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the average period
required?
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The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: The
term for an apprentice is five years. I do
not think se¢ long a time is necessary. The
journeyman is always better than the ap-
prentice. He has a sense of respoosibility.
Of course, the moment a lad comes out of his
time there is a big improvement im him. 1
congratulate the member for Guildford (Mr,
Davies) on having brought forward the mo-
tion. The unions and the. employers might
well get together and consider the position.
The unions may deem it desirable to allew
a greater number of apprentices, and it should
be obligatory on the employers to engage as
many apprentices as are permiited by the
award. Many employers will not have ap-
prentices, being of opinion that it is not pro-
fitable to employ them. T hope the Commis-
sion will be appeinted and that it will re-
sult to the benefit of the Australian boy, par-
ticularly the boy of Western Australia,

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.55] 1
have pleasure in supporting the motion. 1
may not be au fait with the position in the
metropolitan area, but T know what is being
done in the country distriets, and I believe
the majority of those learning trades in West-
ern Australia are in the country distriets.
It is debatable whether the unions should not
give some consideration to the improver sys-
tem. Improvers, we are told, are not benefi-
cial, Under the existing system in the build-
ing trade an injustice is being done, not onty
to the boys, but to their parents also. A boy
should be paid according to what he is worth.
A boy is apprenticed to learn, say, bricklay-
ing. He starts at 10s. or 15s. per week, and
hiz wages increase by 5s. or 10s. annually.
If the bhoy is not worth £1 a week when he
gtarts, he i3 not worth having.

Mr. Hughes: Is there anything to stop the
employer paying him £1%

Mr. A. THOMSON: There is nothing to
prevent him from paying £10 if be is foolish
cnough to do it. I am speaking in the in-
terests of the boys, dealing with the position
confronting the boys’ parents. The boys
shculd be kept out of the blind alleys of em-
ployment. Boys working for me have said,
““You are paying me oniy 155. a week, I
can get 30s. a week bottle-washing.’’ I have
replied, ‘‘Yes, but in four or five years time
you will still be earning 30s. a week bottle-
warhing. Why not stay bere and learn your
trade?’’ The proposed Commission should
consider the shortening of the period for the
learning of certain trades. The Colonial
Seerctary says a boy can become a proficient
linotype operator in 15 months,

Mr. Hughes: But the Colonial Secretary
would not pay him full wages at the end of
15 months.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Tf the Commission is
appointed, the unions should permit in the
building trade the system of one man one
boy. If a hoy be placed with three men, his
training is nobody’s business, and he becomes
a mere handy boy to the man with whom he
is working. But, given a boy to himself, the
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tradesman will teach that boy and will not
allow any other man to impose upen him. In
the interests uf the boys themselves it would
be far better if we bhad one boy to each
tradesman.

Mr. Hughes: We should soon have a lot
of tradesmen out of work.

Mr. A. THOMSBON: The hon. member
voices the fear of the unions that we shall be
getting too many workmen. To-day those
who are suffering most are not the trades-
men, The man who has a trade can always
pick up some sort of a job.

Mr, Hughes: I know two boys that served
their time in the printing trade and have
been out of work for 12 months.

Mr. A, THOMSON: More shame to them!
There is other work offering.
The Colonial Secretary:

of printing werk.
Mr. Hughes: Where?
The Colonial Secretary:
hon. mewber privately,

Mr, A. THOMSON : The commission should
seriously comsider the question of allowing
improvers, particularly in the building trade.
I was not apprenticed, and scores of other
efficient tradesmen were not bound to an ap-
prenticeship for a specific term, What better
example could we wish than that of the
trainees? Quite a large number of men that
started as trainees are to-day earning the full
rate of wage, and are equal to many men that
served a five years’ apprenticeship.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They learnt under
exceptional circumstances, and were good
men.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I admit that, but it
can be done. Boys nowadays are not per-
milted to leave school until they reach the
age of 14, and quite o large number remain
at school until they are 16, The average boy
eould learn the general run of bricklaying in
three years. The foreman bricklayer in
charge of my work started with me as a boy,
and ameongst my mer earning journeymen’s
wages are sone that started as boys with me
and were not apprenticed. T believe in pay-
ing the boys what they earn and what they
are entitled to. I am strongly opposed to the
payment of premivms, which is a wicked im-
position that should be prohibited by law. I
trust the commission will result in good. The
uhions and the employers should come to-
gether and endeavour to provide facilities for
our boys to learn trades, so that the youths
of the State may be kept out of the blind
alleys inte which, unfortunately, so many of
them are drifting.

Mr. HUGHEE (East Perth) [11.5]: I
move an amendment— .
That the following words be added 1o the
motion: —"‘and also into the gquestion of
ariicles in the professions.?!

Certain trades called professions have
sueceeded in surrounding themselves with a
cast iron wall.

The Colonial Secretary: A cast iron walll

There is plenty

I shall tell the
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Mr. HUGHES: If an inquiry is to be
beld—and T have no objection to it—it
should cover the whole gcope of employment
for boys. Recently it was rumoured that the
Colonial Becretary intended to introduce a
Bill to amend the Dentists Act, since which
I have been interviewed by at least 20
people representing the different interests
in dentistry. T do not know whether the
statements made to me are true, but one
was that dentists in the Terrace are charg.
ing £150 premium to apprentice a boy. The
seale of remuneration is exceedingly low;
in the firet year a boy receives 5s. per
weel, while in the fourth and fifth years he
gets only 358, A further complaint is that
some dentists have as many as fonr appren-
tices, I am not sure whether they are called
apprentices in their articles.

The Colonial SBceretary: They are,

Mr. HUGHES: What chance has the son
of the working man to get articled to the
profession of dentistry? Yet we all know
the profession is starved; there are not
enough dentists to meet requirements and
people have to pay enormous fees to get
their teeth attended to. Before a boy can
become a chemist, he must be articled to a
chemist in an open shop, and I understand
some of the firms are demanding as much
as £200 premium to apprentice a boy.

Capt. Carter: Are they getting it?

Mr. HUGHES: I understand they are; a
friend of mine told me bhe had t{o put wp
£200 to be apprenticed.

Capt. Carler: Did a friend of yours have
£20071

Mr. HUGHES: He was one of the few
that have money. A boy may learn at the
technieal school to be an analytieal chemiat,
but he cannot set up as a pharmaceutical
chemist unless he has served his articles.

Mr. Davies: Nor can you become a trades-
man by learning at the Tecbnieal Schaol.

Mr. HUGHES: I could go te a job to-
morrow and tell the boss I was a carpenter,
and if he liked to employ me the men would
not raise any objection. Of course, if I were
not competeant, I wounld not be retained. If
I bought books, and purchased timber, [
could by praetising at home reach a certain
degree of efficiency.

The Premier: You would have to buy a
191 of timber.

Mr. Lambert: He would only need to
practise or the heads of some of your sup-
porters.

Mr. HUGHES: I counld never heeome as
efficient in juggling timber as the Premier
hag become in juggling the finances of the
State.

The Premier :
juggling 7

Mr. HUGHES: T mean stating figures in
such a way as to make it appear to the
public that the position is other than it
really is.

The Minister for Agriculture; What has
that to do with apprentices?

Mr. SPEAEER: Order! The hon. member
must speak to the point.

What do yow mean by
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Mr, Duavies:
Mr, Premier.

The Premier: I lo not objeect.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier knows it is
true. We notice what a change of front
there is wher we reach the sacred profes-
gions. The member for Katanning (Mr. A,
Thomson) wants the improver aystem. When
we come to the professions, those that are
beyond the reach of the workers, there is
a different atmosphere and things are
viewed from a different aspect.

Mr. A. Thomson: I said I was opposed to
premiums. What more do you want?

Mr. HUGHES: When a man reaches
wmiddle age and desires to become a pharma-
ceutical chemist, and attaina the necessary
qualifications, why should he be debarred
from f{following his bent, simply because he
capnot serve in articles for five years at a
premium of £200, and live on an allowanee of
5s. a week?

Mr. Lambert: He should be licensed to
poison pecple like anyone else.

Mr. HUGHES: Now we come to the legal
profession. It is almost impossible for the
son of a workman to become a lawyer in
Waestern Aunstralia. After the lad matriculates
at the University, which he cannot do until
he reaches the age of 16, his father has to
put down s premium of 150 guineas or 200
guineas for him to be articled to some aolici-
tor.

Mr. Moncy: He could do it by long service.

Mr. HUGHES: For the first three years
the boy’s services are gencrally given free,
but the father hag to keep him all that time,
as well as pay the premium.

Mr, Money: That would not make him a
lawyer.

Mr. HUGHES: Even the passing of an
examination does mot make a2 lawyer. I
should like to know what does make one. In
the fourth year the boy would get 35s. a week,
by whicli time he would have reached the age
of 20. In the fifth year his income would be
£2 a week.

Mr. Lambert: And he would be scrubbing
out the office. h

Mr. HUGHES: When all is said and done
the father would have had to find abeut
£1,000 to make his son 2 lawyer,

Hon, P. Collier: That is a good thing be-
cause he has to find a better occupation.

Mr, BUGHES: What chance has a work-
man’s son under such conditions?

The Colonial Secretary: There is no short-
age of lawyers.

My, HUGHES: There is a shortage.

The Colonial Secretary: Of good ones.

Mr. Lambert: That is shown by the faet
that the Government jhave not an Attorney
Genceral.

Capt. Carter:
anyone now.

My, HUGHES: There is a shortage of
houses, and it therefore follows fhere is
a shortage of architeets. I understand the
premium sysiem exists in that profession, and

You should objeect to that,

T am told lawyers will take

[ASSEMBLY.]

that a young imnan has to serve in it for a
long time on very low wages. .

Hon. P. Collier: T am told the premiums
have been as high as £500,

Mr. Money: And in many cases the money
is well spent.

Mr. HUGHES:
spent.

Hon. P. Collier:
workmen?

Mr. JIUGHES: Why shonld one particnlar
trade or calling impose these restrictions?

Mr. Money: There is no Jaw compelling the
payment of £200 to anyone.

TTon. P. Collier: Whilst men in these pro-
fessions can induee the parents of boys, who
are in a position to do so, to pay these large
premiums, they will not take the sons of
other people for nothing.

Mr. Money: 1t is purely a matter of agree-
ment.

Mr. HUGHES; Not many of them are pre-
pared to waive the premivms. The law should
not allow these people to levy a toll upon the
riging generation before they can be ad-
mitted to the professions.

Mr, Davies: I think it is a payment for
training.

Mr. HUGHES: If so, how is it thal peo-
ple must pass their examinations? The hoys
have to do clerical work in the office. Nearly
all the titles work is done by the law clerks, In
dentistry the minor work is all done by these
young fellows. They have to do it in order
to learn their profession, but they save the
employer the necessity of putting on other
men to do it.

Mr, Lambert: While he goes to the raeces,

Mr. HUGHES: The architects have pro-
vided that before a man can sit for an ex-
amination to enter that profession, he must
take a certain university course. In order
to pass through that course he has to take
a language. One man I know had to pass
in Spanigh.

Hon, P. Collier: That is handy.

Mr. HUGHES: Not many peonle who are
going to cmploy his services will want to
know whether he ean talk Spanish or not.

"Mr. Pickering: Perhaps he intends to go
to Spain,

Mr, HUGHES: Tt is a pity more architects
do not go there.

Mr. Pickering: It is a pity some of those
people who are articled to lawyers do not go.
What examination did you have to pass?

Mr. HUGHES: I have never been able to
get in under the lap, by Act of Parliament,
but have had to pass examinations for every-
thing, The wmember for Sussex, however,
eame in at the back door. He sneaked into
his profession.

Mr. Pickering: That is a lie.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon
ber must withdraw that remark,

Mr. Pickering: T withdraw it, hut the state-
ment is not a faet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw unreservedly.

Mr. Pickering: T will do so.

In some cases it is mis-

Why shut ont the sons of

mem-
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Mr. HUGHES: ZEieven out of about &0
architects registered have passed their exam-
inations.

The Colonial Secretary: That is personal.

Mr. HUGHES: Take the case of o young
fellow who has had to go to work at 14 in
order to earn his living, and who has taken an
interest in architecture and pgore to a tech-
nical school for the purpose of qualifying as
an architeet. Why should we ecompel that
voung fellow to study Spanish? At present
the position is that he has to drop his archi-
teetural studies for a period in order to
study that language. The moment he passes
his examination in Spanish he is going to for-
get all about it. There is not one chanee
in & hundred that he will ever use his know-
ledge of Sparish. Why should innumerable
obstacles be placed in the road of the son of
& working man who wants o enter a profes-
sion? Tf a man is qualified to do his job,
if he has passed his theoretical and prac-
tical examinations, there should be no restrie-
tion on him as regar(ls exercising the profes-
sion.

Mr. Money: Withdraw your statement
gga)in.st the member for Sussex (Mr. Picker-
ing).

Mr. A, Thomsen: I think you should with-
draw that statement.

Mr, HUGHES: I have no desire to do a
wrong to any member. 1 understood that
of the architects who got in under the Aect,
only eleven had qualified hy examination, and
that the member for Sussex was one of the
remaining 49,

Mr. Pickering: That is not true.

Mr. HUGHES: If it is not so, T withdraw
the statement unreservedly, understanding
that the member for Sussex is one of the 11,

Mr. Pickering: By way of personal expla-
nation I may say that I qualified as an archi-
teet in England before I cver came to thia
State.

Mr. HUGHES: T am very pleased to learn
that the hon. member is one of the 11. As we
are going to have an inguiry into the appren-
ticeship question, let us make it a comprehen-
sive inquiry, one referring to all trades, and
not only to those associnted with what we
usuaily eall tradesmen. We ought to inelude
in the inquiry the various professions. The
question of premiums should be gone into,
with a view to aseertaining whether there is
any truth in such statements as that one den-
tist had four articled pupils from each of whom
he received a premium of £150. The enlarged
seope of the inguiry would reaet to the benefit
of the boys of this State.

On motion by the Minister for Agriculture
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 1025 p.m.

1869

Regislative Council,

Thursday, 6th December, 1923,

P
Bllls: Geraldton Harbou.r Works Ballway, .

Loan, £8,763,000,

Land Tax and Inoome Tax, 28, - e 1871
Change of Names Regulation, returned - 1887
Frieadly Socletles Act Amendrient, retnrned 1887
Women's Legal Status, 1R. ... ... 1887
Lake Gruce-Newdegate Rallway, 1B 1887
Eropriahlon, 2R. 1887
lic Bervice Appeal Board Act Amendment 1864
- Lnnaey Act Amendment., Aslembly’a Measnge 1894
Foctorlea and Shopa Act Amendment, Ass-
emhldv 8 Messag 1804
Motion: Jan nkouBond Bonrd t.oinquireby Select 187
The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—GERALDTON HARBOUR WORKS
RAILWAY.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—LOAN (£3,763,000.)
Segcond Reading.
Debate resumed from 4th December.
Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.37]:

In the fow remarks I intend to make on the,
Bill, T wish to say at the outset that I aecquit
the Minister of any attempt to deceive the
House, to spring anything upon hon. mem-
bers, or to rush a Bill.through by anything
that might be termed false pretences. If hon.
membhers look at the Notice Paper, they will
see that, since the Loan Bill was received
from another place, it has found a place at
the bottom of the Orders of the Day. At
10.45 p.m. on Tuesday the Minister rose angd,

with a very few words indeed, asked the
House to pass the Bill straight away. He
scaveely told us what amount the Bill was for,
leaving the inferenee that it was the ordinary
type of Bill to avthorise the raising of money
for works contained in the Loan Estimates.
Mr. Kirwan formally seconded the motion for
the sccond reading of the Bill, but cutered a
protest against the procedure adopted. At the
conclusion of his speech T moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate. The Mirister then ae-
cused me of having, by that means, defeated
the object of the Government. I do not like
to give my assent to any measure placed be-
for the House until I have read it. I bad not
read the Loan Bill, because it was at the bot-

tom of the Notice Paper and other mensures,
such as the Appropriation Bill, the General
Loan and TInscribed Stock Aet Continuance
Bill, and the taxzation Bill, to which I
had given some consideration, preceded it. 1
left the Loan Bill to be studied later on. In
the circumstances, I moved the adjournment
of the debate, notwithstanding any objeet the



