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the State. One of the reasons "by we are
called upon to pay a high rate of interest at
the present time is because we are largely
overtaxed. Some time ago the Premier tried
to show that we were taxed to no greater de-
gree than were the people in other States.
A week or ten days ago the "West Aus-
tralian'' published a leading article, in whbich
it supported the Premier's contention, and
proceeded to show how it was that we were
not taxed more than the people of other
States. Thp writer took from the Common-
wealth Year Book the taxation per head in
each of the States, and on those figures, it
appeared that we were not taxed appreci-
ably more. But one has to look at the
method by which those figures are arrived at.
We know as an absolute fact that the tax
on the highest incomes in Victoria is
6M&d, whereas here it is 4s. 7d. Yet on
those figures it is shown that our taxa-
tion is about the nane as that of the
other States. How is that brought about I
The "West Australian' I*aoys that, first of all,
the other States pay a lot more in probate
and death duties than do we. That is not a
factor, It is not a question of how much a
dead man is called upon to contribute in
taxation. It is a question of how much the
live man is contributing. The dead man has
had his innings. He has been lightly taxed
during his life and has been able to build up
his bueiness and make a competence, and
when he dies there is something to tax. The
"West Australian" takes one year's probate
duties and adds the amount to the tax. To
make a fair comparison it should add the tax
that a person pays here year by year and
set that against annual payments and the
probate tax of Victoria. There a persop
is paying practically once, while here a person
is paying :a high rate all the time. It is the
living man thant is helping to develop the
country. He wants Al the margin of income
piossible to enable him to assist development
and] innease employment. The dead man
counts for very little. The writer says that
.another factor is the, stamp duty. That is not
a sound argument. Victoria has properties of
high value due to great development over
many years. Whien those properties change
hands, high stomp duties are paid. In a State
like Western Australia development has not
been very great so far; laud values are
not high and stamp duties consequently
do not samount to much. That factor
cannot be taken into account. Another
factor is that the average tax per head
is calculated upon the whole of the popula-
tion. Before one can makte an equitable com-
parison on that basis, ha must first inquire
what proportion of people in each of the
State pay taxation. Here a very large num-
her of people aire exempt from taxation alto-
gether; very few people Toot the bill. If we
divide the total by the population, the average
is comparatively low. In the Eastern States,
where there are not exemptions to the same
extent, the average shows to better advantage.
Really it conies back to this: what is the real

amount we have to pay? That is obtained by
comparing the rate of tax, When that k~
dloue, taxation in this State is found to be
very much higherI double, treble, quadruple
that levied in the State of Victoria.

Hon..J. W. Ki-wan: The per capita revenue
and expenditure figures show that clearly.

lon. A. LOVEKIN: We are almost bound
to pass this Bill, but I would like to impress
upon the, Government that they should borrow
and spend as little mioney as possible at this
high rate. If f could get any support on the
Loan Bill, I would be prepared to move to
reduce the aiunt and so limit the expendi-
ture of the Government so long as this in-
terest remains as high as six per cent. Money
ait that price cannot be profitably employed.

On mlotion by Hon. V. Hamersley, debate
adjournld.

House adJournied at 10.28 p.m.

Wrednedla, .5th December, MS~.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.ju
p.m., and rend prayers.

BILLS (5)-RETURNED.
1, Flinders Bay-Margaret River Railway

Deviation (No. 1.)
2, Permanent Reserves.
q, Public Institutions and Friendly So-

cieties Lands Improvement Act
Amendment.

Without amendment.
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4, Stamip Act Anieunent.
5Factories and Shops Act Anendiment.

With an Amendment.

QUEST ION-ARBITRATION COURT,
PRESI1DENCY.

lRin. P. COLLIER asked the Premier: Is
it a fact that Mr. Justice Burnside has ao-
eeloteel the poition of President of the Ar-
bitration Court for the remainder of the pre-
senat termn only, and has not agreed to con-
tinte in the position after the termination of
the tihrisitas vaeation?

The PREMITER replied: No, It was agreed
that thle acteptance Of the position is not to
interfere' with his long service leave should he
apply for it.

QIETITON-AU8STRAL FAN LOANS.

Hon. 1P. COLLIER asked the Premier: Has
he- read an article in the "'Lender'" news.
paper of :3iti November relative to Austrs-1
lian bnrro~wing, and if so does he agree in
the main with the views expressed therein?

The PREliER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUtgRTIflN-JOLIMONT FLOODS.
Mr. MTJLLANY (for Mr. 'Richardson)

asked the Premier: 1, In view of the de-
cision. of the 9upreine Court re flooded areas
at Johiniont, is it the intention of the Gov-
ement to pay compensation to then resi-
dlents of burimnt whose premises have since
been floodedl oiit, and whose claims have now
been ledged? 2, If so, when is it proposed to
mnke sunch pa~wcnt?

The PRE IHER replied: I and 2, The
elainis to which the judgment of the Supreme
4kmurt extenided have been adjusted, but recent
claim% on the rising of the water level gen-
erally in the metropolitan area during last
winter's rain,% cannot he admitted.

417ESTION-AORICU)LTURAL COLLEGUE,
SITE.

Hon., F. T. BROW asked the Premnier:
Will be give the House an senaine that
Parliament will be afforded an opportunity
to diseu. s the- question of a site for an agri-
cultral college before a decision is arrived
at

The PREMIEfR replied: T regrdt that I
cannot give the assuraiiev askrd.

QUI$ l'T)WNS (2)-STO('K DL8EA8E.
Fre mantle.

Mr. MONEY asked the Premier: 1, Ia
view of the poss4ibility of Fremntle being
proclaimed ain infected port and the serious
position to Western Australia thereby, will
the Government proceed with the necessary

facilitier of thle other ports without further
delay to enable the shipping of the State to
be continued? 2, What is being done in this
direction at Albany, Bunhary, and Gerald-
ton?

Thle-PREMIBR replied: 1, 1 do not think
that Fremnantle wilt be delared an infec ted
port-al ports may be closed against exort
of certain kinds of stock. 2, The ports of
Albiany, Bonbary, and Geraldton are capable
of handling the trade offering.

Behmont.
Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for

Agriculture: 1, Did he receive a notification
front my office on the 26th ultimno to the
effect that there were several, deaths amongst
cattle at Belmont, eight within the week
preceding, fromn some mysterious disease?
2, What steps were taken to investigate!
3, 1s there any truth in the report appear-
ing in the "West Australian" of yester-
day'Is date? 4, If so, will he treat the situa-
tion in every respect like that at Fremantie!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied-. 1, In the stress of work that must
necessarily occur in the busy office of the
boa. member, his instructions to his staff could
not have been obeyed, ' s it is certain his
message did not reach me. 2, Immediately
a report reached the Stock Department it
was investigated. 3, Yes. 4, Yes.

QUESTION-ROAD MAKING, FEDERAL
GRANT.

*Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Works: Is it a feet that, in anticipation ox.
the Federal grant for roads, thle PubLic Works
Department in expending moneys onl the con-
struction of rends, or on the other hand, ad-
vancing money to the local authorities for
expenditure on roads; if so, where is it
being expended end to what amount a"d
whether any money expended on road eon-
atruction in the State is intended to he re-
couped from the Federal grant; if so, where
has the money been expended and to what
amront?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS repliedt
No.

QUESTION-NORTH PERTH, SECES-
SION.

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Works: What is the present position in re-
gard to the petition recently presented on
behalf of the North Perth Progress Associa-
tion for secession from the Greater Perth
Municipality?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: A
reply has been recived from His Worship the
Mfayor of Perth, and when examined willbe
commnnricated to the petitioners.
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QUESTION-KENDENUP ROYAL
COMMISSION.

Mr. HUGHES asked the Premier: 1,Is it the
intention of the Government to provide legal
assistance to the settlers of Kendenup so that
their eases may be adequately placed before
-the Royal Commissioner and their interests
properly safeguarded? 2, Is he aware that
certain influences are at work to prevent the
Commissioner from obtaining the truth?
3, If so, what do the Government intend to
do? 4, Will the Government place the ser-
vices of a detective at the disposal of Mr. Le
Mesurier to assist him in obtaining informa-
tion necessary on behalf of the settlers? 5,
As the counsel for Mr. fle Garis is getting a
copy of shorthand totes, will he make a copy
also available to Mr. Le Mesurier free of
cost?

The PREMIER replied: 1, This is not con-
sidered necessary. The Commission will visit
Rendenup, and it should be possible for the
settlers, either -individually or through their
organisation, the Settlers' Association, to put
their case efficiently before the Commission.
2, No. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4, No. More-
ever, Mr. Le Mesurier is not acting for the
settlers, but for one settler only. 5, If poa-
sible, hut a copy can always be seen.

QUESTION-AUSTRALIAN WHEAT
BOARD.

Mr. LATHAM (without notice) asked the
Minister for Agriculture: Have the ac-
counts of the Australian Wheat Board, as af-
fecting this State, been finalised, and if so,
-when may the final payments be expected.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The accounts of the Australian
'Wheat Board have been finalised for some
considerable time, but ca-n only be completely
inalised on receipt of the final certificates
from the Australian Wheat Board. There
will be a meeting of the board on the 11th
inst., when it is expected that all matters
will be completed.

EELL-VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) (4.42]

'This Bill proposes to amend Section 2 of the
Act ef 1918 by repealing it, and substitut-
ing these words: ''This Act shall apply
throughout the State.'' This Act is very an-
workable in the North and North-West dis-
tricts, and there are some very exacting sec-
tions in it. Although I am quite satisfied these
would not be applied harshly by the present
Minister, they constitute rather a seriousmenare to pastoralists in the North, and if
another Government came into office they
might be interpreted in a drastic manner.

Mr. Marshall: You are optimistic.

Mr. TEESDALE: There are many vermin
boards in the North , but unfortunately there
is very little combination between them, We
would very much like to see a Bill introduced
to ensure grater unanimity of operation in
this respect. The North-West members, ana
those representing pastoral districts, have
gone carefully into the matter, and are of
opinion that some Bill should be drafted deal-
ing exclusively with the North and the North-
West. *The two districts mentioned in the
1918 Act are totally dissimilar and we are
afraid that the Dill cannot be successfully
administered in the northern areas.

The Minister for Agriculture: What about
the south-eastern areas?

Mr. TEESDALE: The dingo pest is a
serious menace to the whole State, perhaps
as serious as the rinderpest is amongst
cattle. The mortality has been tremendous.
It would astonish hon. members -if they
knew the number of sheep killed on sonmc
of the stations in the North. In one in-
stance, 300 flock rams were put into a pad-
dock in the Roebourne district. Those rams
cost £7 a bead to land on the station. Two
months later 60 rams only were taken from
the paddock. This is a serious position and
everyone recognises it. It is suggested that
a special Bill to deal with the North and
North-West be prepared to cover dingoes,
foxes and eagle-hawks, which form the prin-
cipal vermin causing trouble in those areas.

Mr. Marshall: What about the kangaroos
and cures?

Mr. TEESDALE: It is realised that con-
siderable difficulty will be experienced if
any attempt is made to bring in other
animals, because some are protected under
the Game Act. It would be necessary to
repeal part of the Game Act and that would
cause delay. We cannot afford any delay
regardisng the dingo pest. It is a strange
thing, but during certain periods of the
year the dingoes become more troublesome
and at present they represent a serious diffi-
ulity. We want to deal with the position

as quickly as possible. Members represent-
ing the pastoral areas are prepared to help
in that direction. They are not antagon-
istic to the Minister or to the Bill except in-
sofar as it applies to the North and North-
West. We desire to call his attention to the
fact that a number of the clauses, if applied
to these areas, wilt be unworkable. It will
be impossible to apply them. Regarding the
proposed measure which I hope the Min-
ister will see fit to introduce for us, we
would suggest imposing a rate with a maxi-
mum of one penny on the unimproved value
of the pastoralists' holdings. For the
present season we suggest a rate of a half-
penny should be struck, as that would pro-
vide sufficient money for the necpssary work
this year. Next season the rate could be
increased or decreased so as to deal
effectively with the position.

The Minister for Agriculture: The local
vermin board could do that with the
machinery they have.
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Mr. TEESDALE: We have not found that
the keeal vermin boards work satisfactorily
and we desire the Government to give us
more adequate co-ordination. The possible
area to be dealt with represents about
283,000,000 acres. By the imposition of a
Iialfi'enny rate it is considered that £12,OOO
would be received, and that would provide
sufficient funds for the present season. The
Government propose to give us pound for
pouind by way of subsidy, and we ask thorn
to vontinue that degree of help. Another
provision we suggest should be included in
the Bill we would like to see introduced re-
lates to that subsidy, which would enable
its to provide a flat rate of £1 per scalp.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: That is the
proposal now.

Mr. TEESDALE: That is so. Some of
the clauses in the present Bill are in accord
with what we suggest, but others do not
vome within that category. If the amount
we suggest should be raised this season
proves to be insufficient, we can immediately
increase the rate.

Hoit. W. C. Angwin: Tell us which clauses
will not apoply and we can look into them.

Mr. TEESDALE:- Speaking on behalf of
the North-West members generally, we
cannot entertain the Bill at all, The whole
of it is impossible so far as our part of the
State is concerned.

The Minister for Agriculture: In effect,
the pastoralists do not want to have any-
thing to do with the destruction of rabbits.

'Mr. TEESDALE: We will deal with that
difficulty when it presents itself. At the
present time rabbits do not constitute a
menace in those parts. The settlers were
grateful to the Government of the day when
they spent money in the erection of the
rabbit-proof fences. A great deal of the
fencing serves no good purpose now and
could be taken up an(] used elsewhere.

The Minister for Agriculture: It would
not pay to remove the fencing.

Mr. TEESDALE: Perhaps the wire would
give some return. At any rate the fence
should not be maintained, for a lot of ex-
pense is being incurred in that direction
that is scarcely justified. I accept my share
of responsibility in securing the expendi-
ture on the rabbit-proof fencing, but the
fact remains that much of it serves no good
purpose now. I assure the Minister for
Agriculture that pastoralist members are
prepared to do everything possible to aid
him should he bring down an effective
measure to deal with the present position.
We are prepared to help him just as he is
prepared to help us. We ask that he shall
adjourn the further consideration of the Bill
to enable us to meet again and endeavour
to arrive at something which will be
effective and which will apply to the North-
West. We must be separated from the
South-West, to which part of the State many
of the sections of the 1918 Act are quite
applicable. No doubt the Act is satisfactory
regarding small holdings. For instance, one
clause compels the fencing in of water, and

when I inform )hon. members that we have
in places 12 or 14 miles of bore drains, they
will realise how impossible it would be to
fence off such an area.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
not fenced in all the water supplies in the
South-West.

Mr. TEE SDALE : Unfortunately the
machinery to enforce that is in the Bill and
it might be harmful, should any attempt be
made to enforce it at a -future date. I askc
that the 'Minister should give consideration to
our reqiiest for more time to denl with this
inatter. Members representing the pastoral
areas met to-day and if given further time
we may bring forward sonic satisfactory
solution of the difficulty and not interfere
with the Bill as it affects the South-West.
It may surprise hon. members to know that
siomec pas9toralists have paid as much as £5
per head for dingoes caught on their hold-
ings.

Mr. MNoney: They have done so in the
South-West, too.

.)r. TEESDALE: The member for M.%t.
3\lngact (Ifon. F. '-I. Troy) will hear me out
whenr I say that lie has paid as much as
£7 10s. per head for dogs caught on his pro-
iwrty. There they killed 20 or 30 lambs in
a night and practically decimated his small
flocks. I speak for the small holders when I
ask for this additional protection. We want
a B~ill to deal with the northern portions only,
andi w;ill assist the Minister to provide what is
best to help that district. I hope the Minister
wrill see his way clear to grant the adjourn-
nment so that we may have further discussion
regardling the Bill.

M.Nr. DUBA('K (Eliniberley) [4.55) : Like
Otler 111Cnihers who have spoken to the Bill,
Iregret that it has to he dealt with at such

a late stage in the session. To deal effectively
with such a subject in the dying hours of Par-
liament is not possible.

The Minister for Agriculture: You have
lad practically a fortnight to consider the one
B~ill.

Mr. OUBACK: If given time, we might
bring forward a measure which, would satisfy
all sections of the hlouse. I recently had an
opportunity of visiting, with other Parlia-
mentarians, the Leonora, Lawlers, Wiluna and
MNeckatharra areas.

M1r. Marshall: There are no pests there.
The Premnier: Only one.
Mr. Teesdale: And he is away temporarily.
Mr. DU7RACK: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion will agree that the question of paramount
importance laced before the Premier on that
trip related to the dingo loest. So far as I
can interpret the wishes of the road boards
who were dealing with the problem, they de-
sire soute uniform arrangement. I think the
TLeonora board favoured the fencing in of a
million acres and dealing with the pest within
that area. With this one exception all the
other hoards favoured the bonius principle.
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Mr. Heron: That proposal was from a coal-
Lined conference of the Menzies, Laverton,
Leonora and Lawlers boards.

Air. DL'RA(K: It "-as recognised that if
the pest were dealt with on that basis, a flat
rate of £1 per head should be paid. The road
boards felt that the dingoes constituted a
serious menace at the present time and that it
should be dealt with on a uniform basis for
the whole area concerned, apart f rom the
South-West; which is clearly defined at pres-
ent by a line running north of (ieraldton to
the eastward and down to Esperance. We
ask the Minister if it is not possible to bring
forward a Bill dealing only with the dingoes,
foxes and hawks. We do not discount the
ravages of the rabbit pest, which wve recognise
as a menace in this and othe, parts of the
State. We contend that the dingo is the
principal nuenalee, retarding the development
of our pastoral areas. I was informed by a
pastoralist holding an area around Leonora
that if Parliament passed a Bill dealing with
the dingo pest, he would go straight ahead
with, his fencing, which, under ordinary (ir-
cuinstanecs, would cost fromt £30 to f40 per
mile. He told me that he could not run sheep
because lie would require wire netting, and if
he ran up sheep-proof fences it would run into
£80 per mile. Seeing that the area concerned
represents four-fifths of the whole State, and
that the leasebolders themselves are prepared
to agree to a levy, with a maximum of one
penny in the pound on the unimproved value,
w~hich would provide £23,000 if necessary, it
is only fair that the Government should meet
us if it is possible. T understand that the
Minister claims that we cannot secure such a
Bill unless we include the vermin. We want a
Bill dealing with dingoes first and then we
can coneern ourselves with the rabbit
Pest, should it become a menace in our
part of the State. We are helping the
South-West by destroying the dogs within
our areas. A number of the representa-
tives of the areas affected met this
attprnoon and agreed to the proposal that was
outlined by the member for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdale). We are not asking the Govern-
locat too much when we suggest they should
meet us in that direction.

The Minister for Agriculture: They can
still do what is suggested under the present
Act.

-Mr. DURA.CK: The proposals contained
in the Dill are not acceptable to uts. We say
definitely that we are not satisfied that the
machinery exists to enable the Government to
do what we require. We prefer to lose this
Dill altogether than to see it go through as
it is. If we put up the proposal, which I
interpret to be the wish of the leaseholders
generally and the members representing the
pastoral areas, there is nothing unreasonable
in asking the Government to bring in a mea-
sure on those lines. Our desire is to do away
with the high eost of administration. We say
to the Government, ''Collect the fees% in the
orinary wny."

lon. W. C. Angwin: You want the State
to do it; State trading again.

Mr. DITRACK: Does the hon. member call
-ollecting rents State trading? We are ask-
ing the Government to collect the levy just
as they are doing at the present time with
respect to rentals and there will be no admin-
istration cost. If we had a general reguan-
tion uhich clearly set out that £1 per head
would be paid, there would then be an incent-
tive to go out and destroy the dingoes. Then,
on getting rid of the dingoes, we know what
the effect would be on the pastoral industry.
I ask the Government to deal xfith the pest,
which we regard as a menace. Then, having
dealt with that, we can turn our attention to
rabbits and euros.

The PREMIER (lion. Sir James Mitchell
-Northan) [5.5]: There are two reasons
why the Bill has been submitted. The first
is that we w-anVto help the people who are
settled on the land in the North-West, and
we desire to protect their stock so that they
may carry on their calling. The second rea-
son is that it is necessary to protect the i-
terests of the State. The destruction of
wealth means a loss to everyone. Apart from
that fact, these are State lands, and there is
no difference between the north and the south.
We cannot have one law for the South-West
and another law for those who are on the
pastoral areas. The administration of the
law by any Government is always sympathetic.
Two pests have been referred to, the dingo
and the rabbit. I do not know what the
bion. member meant when ho said that we
should let the rabbit go and confine our atten-
tion to the dingo.

-Mr. Teesdale: The rabbits are not yet
cutting dowvn our sheep.

The PREMIER: It is because 'ye have to
protect the interests of the State that we
must deal with both dingoes and rabbits. We
say that it is as important to keep the rabbits
fron, the pastoral areas as it is to keep them
away from the farming lands. We are
anxious to help both the squatter and the
former, and I hope members realise that. Do
hon. members argue that we should aflow rab-
bits to multiply on the Murchison or on any
of the pastoral lands adjoining the farming
areas? The House would resist any such sug-
gestion. I do not know that all the pratoral-
ists, were represented at the meeting uthich
decided to make a raid on the Bill. We de-
sire to assist the pastoralists, and that is the
idea of this Bill. The duty of the vermin
boards is to see that the landowner does what
is expected of him under the law, that is, to
destroy' all vermin. The pastoralists would
be wis to co-operate with the Government
and deal w-ith the pest as it is now.

Mr. Teedale, We want to do that.
The PREMIER: When we were at Leonora

n deputation fromt Iastoralists requested that
they should be assisted to buy wire netting.
Then again at Meekatharra we were asked to
help in the destruction of the dintgo. To hoth
questions we returned the only answer pos-
sible, namely, that we could not find the
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wire netting free of interest for any length
of time. With regard to the dingoes, we said,
'"Whether you wire net or not, you must
destroy this pest." True,' wire netting will
keep the dingoes out of the paddocks.

The Minister for Agriculture: But it will
not altogether stop the dingo from getting
in.

The PREMIER: Or breeding when he
does get in. Therefore destruction must go
on all the time. It is unreasonable to :say
that we will allow the rabbits to multiply on
pastoral holdings. We should certainly not be
asked to agree to that.

Mr. Teesdale: Fence in the waterholes.
The PREMIER: I do not think that would

be a very important matter. We know that
the rabbits eat the bark of the trees when
there is no feed on the ground, end that after
they have gone to the water they die in thou-
sands. Moreover, it is impossible to fence
in all the waterholes in the North-West.
The duty of the Government and of the
House is to the country, that is, to the people
who are settled on the land. The pest. are
serious, not only to those on the land, but to
the whorle State, and that is why public funds
are devoted towards the extermination of ver-
min. We are quite willing to assist the pea-
toralists in every way possible. The hon.
member declared that the proposition in the
North was different from that of the South.
Of course it is altogether different, because
in the one ease the acreage is comparatively
small and in the other it is very large. I do
not know that the menace is greater to the
pastoraliste. than to the farmers. Of course,
the farmer can deal with it better on his
smaller holding. Anyhow, we should not be
asked to allow rabbits to increase in any way.

Mr. Teesdale: They are not increasing in
the North.

The PREMIER: I admit the members re-
presenting the North ought to be listened to,
but 'we want them to realise that we are not
going to jeopardise the position by meeting
wishes with which we do not agree. Our de-
sire is to destroy all things that are a menace
to the man upon the land.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.14]: A
great deal of dissatisfaction exists in the
South-West on account of rates having to be
paid to the vermin boards. I understood, after
an interview I had with the 'Minister, that
amending leeislation would be introduced
that would have the effect of adjusting the
position. I have always favoured bringing
the whole State under vermidn legislation.
This Bill seeks9 to do that, but -not in the best
way.

Mr. rundenvood: So that you can levy on
people in the North to eradicate vernin i n
the South?

Mr. PICKERING: No, I favour a central
hoard, with every road board operating under
it.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why not
local government?

Mr. PICKERING -. It is urgently neces-
sary to deal with the dingo pest.

Mr. Underwood: Why should we pay for
youI

Mr. PICKERING: It is necessary to
eradicate the pest. There was a.conference
between the Primary Producers' Association
and the Pastoralists' Association in order to
arrive at an equitable solution of the prob-
lem.

Mr. Underwood: The Primary Prdces
Association is dead.

Mr. PICKERING: The Primary Pro-
ducers' Association is stronger than ever.
That will be evidenced during the forthcom-
ing elections.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill has nothing to
do with the Primary Producers' Association.

Mr. PICKERING: I thought there was
unanimity between the two bodies. I regret
the Bill does not provide for a central board
to control the levying of the rate and the ex-
penditure of the money. The argument that
because some parts of the State are free from
vermin they should he exempt from contribut-
ing to the destruction of pests in other parts,
does not weigh with me. The outback settler
baa quite enough difficulties without being
burdened with the whole of the cost of keep-
ing in check the vermin that affects the State,
and amending legislation should provide for
a central board and for the expending of the
money where it would be of most benefit to
the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do not
you think the local road boards could do
better than could a central board in Perth!

Mr. PICKERING:- This Bill does not go far
enough. Anyone that has had anything to do,
with stock knows the vital necessity for legis-
lation to effectively deal with the dingo pest.
I doubt whether this measure would have any
good effect. In any dase, it does not go far
enough and, therefore, I cannot support the
second reading.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [5.18]: 1 am pleasedl
the Minister has agreed to postpone. the Bill
for further consideration. I have been asked
to support the levying of a uniform tax for
the destruction of dingoes. In some parts of
the State up to £1 per head is being paid
for the destruct ion of dingoes, hut in other
parts only s. is being paid. The biggest
menace we have iu the sheep country is the
dingo. In the big areas the dogs breed
rapidly, and the men that go out farthest
have to bear the brunt of the battle. The mem-
ber for Roebourne (Mir. Teesdalec) has told us
that the pastoralists are prepared to tax them-
selves to the extent of one penny in the pound
of unimproved values, and to impose a half-
penny of it this year, a levy that would bring
in £11,000 a year. That would be of great
assistance in fighting the pest. Right through
the Mu1rehison and in the Nortb.West there is
no trouble with rabbits. I have seen -rabbits
in the Mfurehison district for the last 25
years, but no tax is imposed for their destruc-
lion. In good seasons I have noticed that
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they increase in numbers slightly, but about
Christmas time it is difficult to find a, rabbit
in the district. I have no fear of a rabbit
invasion. Rabbits may be a pest in the agri-
cultural districts, but in the Murchison pas-
toral country they are not regarded as a pest.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Bill will
give power to act as the necessity arises.

Mr. CRESSON: For 25 years we have heard
talk of a rabbit invasion, but so far the rab-
bits have done no harm in the M-urchison. On
the other hand, a large gumber of sheep have~
been destroyed by dingoes. Sheep runs are
being extended further out into what was once
cattle country, and the station owners have a
big battle to cope with the pest. This is due
to the fact that war is not being waged
against the pest as it should be in the outback
parts of the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: In the early
days similar trouble was experienced on the
Murchison.

Mr. CRESSON: Ye;, nd those who went
out farthest had to bear the worst of the
fight. If the whole of the pastoralists were
taxed uniformly, a fair suim of money would
be available for the work of destruction. The
whole of the people in the outback parts would
be waging war against the vermin and in time
the dingo would be almost exterminated. I
know of Farts of the Murchison where dingoes
years ago were to be found in thousands; now
only a few arc there, apart from those that
tome from the big cattle areas. The post-
poning of the Bill will afford opportunities
for further inquiry into the representations
made by North-West members. In what they
bave said, members from the Murehison prac-
tically concur. The dingoes must be des-
troyed. Foxes are making headway through
many areas, and emus are also responsible for
a good deal of loss. These three are the great
pests that destroy lambs. I again urge that a
uniform tax should be levied for the des-
truction of dingoes.

On motion by Mr. Money, debate adjourned.

BILL-WOMEN'S LEGAL STATUS.

In Commnittee.

Resumed from the 7th November. Mr. An-
gelo in the Chair; Mrs. Cowan in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 2--Removal of disqualification on
grounds of sex:

Hon W. C. Angwin had moied to strike out
of line 1 the words "or marriage."

Amendment put and passed.

Mrs. COWAN: I move an amendment-
That in live 7 thet words "civil" and " or

vocation" be struck out.

I do not wish to convey the impression or
miake it possible that there shall be anything
detrimental to the interests of women under
this measure. The Solicitor General con-
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tends that the amendment is unneces-
sary, hut I have decided that it would be
better to make sure by deleting the words
mentioned.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended,' a greed to.

Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-ROOXTON-DALE RIVER RAIL-
WAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. 3. George-Mrray-Welington) (5.32]
in moving the second reading said: This is a
Bill to authorise the construction of a rail-
way from Brookton to Dale River. The
survey of a railway from Brookton to Arma-
dale, of which this line forms a part, was
made some years ago by officers of the
Public Works Department, Messrs. Puffy
and Wilson. They located the line oa which
a ruling grade of one in eighty was obtained.
The members representing the districts con-
cerned, Messrs. Broun and Hickmott, re-
cently made representations to the effect
that it had been found the Brookton end of
the line was located a few miles too far
north to give the best service to the settlers.
If hon, members will refer to, the plan, they
will see that in order to-get out to Brooktoa
it was necessary to run some two or three
miles parallel to the existing Great Southern
railway, and then branch off. On the
strength of the representations made to the
Government, another surveyor, Mr. Oliver,
was sent out to ace if a better location could
be secured. His efforts have resulted in the
line as set forth in the schedule to the NI].
It was found that f or a distance of 26%1
miles it was possible to secure a grade of
one in sixty. This grade may be improved
as the permanent survey is made. A sur-
veyor is now engaged in making the per-
manent survey.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: Why should not we
wait until the permanent survey is finished,
seeing that this line cannot be built for
some time?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is con-
sidered desirable, by the Government at any
rate, to proceed with the Bill now.

H1on, W1. C. Angwin: The elections are
coming on.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know that that influences the Government
at all.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh, nol
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- My

business, at all event;, is to get on. with
work when I am instructed.

Mr. Hughes: The general election is get-
ting North Perth a water supply.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order?
The TMINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill

provides for deviation to the extent of five
miles on the north side and of two miles on
the south side. Between those limitations it
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is considered, by those who know the coun-
try, to be possible to get a line which will
do the work that is needed. I am given to
understand that quite a number of farmers
are settled in the area which the line will
serve, and] that at present they have a long
distance to cart. It goes without saying,
therefore, that those settlers will be very
much assisted by the construction of the
line. The rails to be used on the line, when
it is built, are 601b. rails, and it is estimated
that the cost of the line will he £106,000. 1
mnove-

That the Bill be now "-ad a eecond time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: From the manner in
which you moved this Bill, there is nothing
in it.

Hon. P. CQLLTER: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:-

A4-yes . . . . 19
Noes . .24

Majority against . .. 5

Mr. Angwla
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corbor
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Davies
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Johnston

Mr. Angelo
Mr. nmounl
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Deaton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
M14r. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlekrnott
Mr. Latham
Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. H. K. Maley

AYES.
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mecallum
Mr. Munsee
Mr. Pickering
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wilicoek

(PetZr.)

NOES.
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Plesse
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mulisoy

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Fingelly) [5.41] : It
has been said that patience is a virtue. The
people of the district which this line will
serve are virtuous.

Hon. P. Collier: They will have to exer-
cise a little more patience and show a little
more virtue.

Mr. HICKMKOTT:- The line has been
promised for about 20 years--for 15 year;,
to my knowledge. I think it has been
promised by all the Governments of this
State since the first Wilson Government.
The Labour Government, having seen the
quality of the land and the difficulty of the

people, lromnised the line. At Brookton Mr.
Seaddan, when Premier, gave a definite
pronmise.

'Hon. W. C. Angwin : The Government
have not shown us the plans of the line yet.

Mr. HICKMOTT: I have no objection to
the debate being adjourned.

Mr. Hughes: You showed that by your
vote a minute ago.

'Mr. RICRMOTT: Since Mr. Scaddan 'a
promise was made, numerous members of
Parliament have been through the district.
The residents obtained a promise from the
present Premier that a Bill to anthorise the
construction of the line would he introduced
during this session. My reason for opposing
the adjournment of the debate was that we
alre approaching the end of the session. I
understand there is a desire to get the
business completed next week.

Mr, Gorboy: But that is no reason for
bringing down a Bill without proper in-
formation or plans.

Mr. HIICKMOTT: We all know that this
line has been promised by three Govern-
ments. Its construction has been recom-
mended by the Railway Advisory Board.
The members of that board, after going
through the district, expressed surprise at
!te number of the holdings there, at the
improvements which had been made, and at
tile quality of the land for mixed farming
purposes.

'Mr. Underwood: The plans of the line
have been here so long that they are worn
out.

11r. HICKMOTT: I am indeed pleased that
the Premier has kept his promise to
brinig down this Bill. We now have some-
thing definite to go on regarding the
conistruction of this mnuch-needed railwny.
Quite a large proportion of the land in tha
district has t'eea settled for 50 or 60 years.
During all that time many of the settlers
have been battling on without any facilities;
whatever. At present ninny of them arc cart-
ing their produce as much as 30 miles. Every-
one recognises that with proper transport
facilities the district is capable of producing
much more than it is producing now. I con-
gratulate the present Government on the atti-
tude they have taken towards settlers who
have suffered for so many yepars from want of
facilities for getting their produce to market.
The Leader of the Opposition knows the dis-
trict, and knows -,%hat the settlers there lsoie
had to suff er. I am quite sure that the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) also has a good knowledge of much
of the country that will he benefited by the
passing of this Bill. I in surprised, there-
fore1 that those two gentlemen oppose the
introduction of the measure.

Hon, P. Collier: What rubbish! Sui-
prised I

Mr. M.Nunsie: There is no opposition to the
introduction of the measure. The trouble
is the 'refusal to adjourn the debate.

Mr. HICXMOTT: 'Most members know some-
thing of the district and of the high quality
of its soil. This railway, is one of the most
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necessary works we have had before us in a
number of N ears. I do not altogether agree
with the member for Beverley (Hon. P, T.
Broun) as to the route. He is disposed to
take it too far north.

Ron, W. C. Aogwin: But he is not the
'Minlister, so he cannot do that.

'Mr, IIICKMOTT: On the sooth side of the
proposed route more produce is grown than
on the north side. The deviation of five
miles on the north side would bring the line
practically to the orig~inal survey. On the
11th November we had a meeting in the dis-
trict, and those present signed this agree-
meat showing that they were quite satisfied
with the route recommended by 'Mr. Surveyor
Oliver. Therefore, when in Committee I will
move t-at the limit of deviation be reduced
to 3 miles north and 31 miles south. I-f
the line Were constructed on the original stir-
vey it would run almost parallel with the
Great Southern railway and within 14 or 15
miles of that line. The proposed railway
should go where it will serve the greatest
number of people and lift the greatest quan-
tity of produce, If it were taken north, a
number of people, including Mr. Ridgway,
Mr. O'Brien and others, would still cart to
Brookiton. That is one reason why 1 say the
line should be taken on the route recom-
mended by the surveyors. The grade is not
quite as good as that on the original survey,
but 'Mr. Oliver says he will be able to get
through on a one in 60 grade, which is quite
a satisfactory grade for country such as
that. I trust there will be no apposition to
the Bill. I have no objection to the adjourn-
ment of the second reacting so that hon.
members may see the plans and think the
proposition over.

On motion by 'Mr. Johnston, debate ad-
'journed.

IBILL-LAKE GliACE-NEWDEGATE
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J1. George-Murray-Wellington) (5.53] in
moving the second reading said: Members
have the Bill and they have the plan. The
length of Ihe line is 35s miles, and the esti-
mated coat £140,000, if the construction be
up to the Standard of existing lines; but if
the construction be less substantial the cost
will be about £70,000. The line lies been
reported on by the advisory board. It will
serve about 150,000 acres of land. There are
settlers along the route, and at Newdegate
is a large soldier settlement. It is desirable
that, as far as possible, those men should be
served by the railway, as they certainly can-
not cart their produce from 30 to 35 muiles
The construction of the railway will greatly
encourage settlement. The deviation given
in the schedule is five miles on either side. It
is not expected that it will he necessary to
deviate to the fullest extent, but it is advis-
able that the provision should he there so that

every advantage can be taken of the country
and its Jay-out. I move--

TM:atlMe Bill be now read a second time.

'Mr. STUDDS (Wagia) [5.551: The Bill
is to serve a number of men, none of whom
are in miy electorate. However, I hope the
House, when it has heard my stntement, wilt
hesitate before voting against the Bill.
Twelve years ago the Lake Grace district was
a forest. A number of men came out from
the Old Country and wvent into the district,
60 miles from the nearest railway town, Duin-
bicyang, in order to carve out homes. They
had] not much capita], nor did they get much
money, from the Government. They relied up-
on their luck, their enterprise and their hard
work. They got a fair amount of credit from
the storekeepers. Those men had to cart
over great distances everything they ate, aind
iii many instances had to cart -water from 10
to 15 miles. There were fewer than 30 set-
tlers in that group. Shortly after they were
established, railwny communication was sent
beyond Duinbicyong to Kiikerin. This still
left an nbridged gap of 30 miles between
Rukerin nd Lake Grave.) In 1916 the La-
bour Government, seeing that those settlers
had a good tract of couintry, that they were
industrious and that their land was first
elams, asked 'Parliament to authorise the con-
struction of a railway to serve them. The
line was huilt in 1910. In 1918 a tract of
land outside the settled "rca of Lake Grace
was surveyed and on my representation, Sir
James Mitchell, than Minister for Lands,
agreed to reserve the new tract for returned
soldiers. Nearly 40 returned soldiers are now
comfortably settled in that district. It is
fairly good country, and nest of the settlers
arc doing well. Some of them have the die-
advantage of having to cart their produce
from 14 to 16 miles. This tract of country
lies Rort h-east. from Lake Grace. The set-
tiers wonurd not be right on the railway if it
went straight from Lake Grace to Newde-
gate. Hon. members will see the position
tlearly onl the map, and will see also that thes
line should start from Lake Grace. It is 30
miles from Lake Grace to Newdegate. After
the soldiers bad been repatriated on this area
of country a number of the pioneers of Lake
OIrnee made a trip east of the soldier settle-
ment. On their return to Lake Grace they
informned usc there was quite a fine belt of
country out there, equal if not superior to
the country at Lake Glrace, where they have
produced so much Wheat and where every man
has made good. I then asked the Govern-
Went to have this ares of country surveyed.
The Premier assured me he thought istrac-
liens hodt already been given for its es-
sification. While the surveys were in pro-
gress I periodically visited the Lands Depart-
meat and the Premier's Office. On several oc-
casions the Premier said, "'I do not think
there is nearly as much land in the aer ',ek
of country as you have rehlreeted.'I' I re!-
plied that my informants were men who had
pioneered Lake Grane andi had done well. IL
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remembered also that the Government had de-
cided on the representation of the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) to
throw this land open in big blocks.

'Ar. Johnston- I made no representations
on the subject.

Mr. STUBBS: The bioa. member assured
me that the Government had decided to
throw this land open in some form of grazing
leases.

Mr. Johnston: I am not in the c-onfidence
of the Government, and I made no such state-
meat.

'Ar. STUJBBS: He informed we he had
introduced a deputation to the Premier on
that particular day, and that tho Govern-
ment had decided to throw open this land in
big blocks.

Mr, Johnston:- That is the first I have
heard of it.

~Mr. STUBBS: I thought it was an extra-
-ordinary thing, because the farmers who
had given me the information about the large
-area of land at Lake Grace were experienced
men, and knew what they were talking about.
Eventually the Government decided to cut up
the land into small blocks. About two s-ears
ago there was a considerable amount of un-
employment in the city, and the Government
evolved a scheme of clearing ahead of settle-
wnent. About 150 men were sent out from
the city, and were shown particular areas of
country that required clearing. The price for
the work was fired by a committee of men
with local knowledge, and Government of-
ficials. As each block was cleared the Gov'-
emninenat advertised it for sale, and stated
that preference would be given to returned
soldiers. Nearly 300 people are at present
living at Newdegate, 2,000 acres are under
cultivation, and 15,090 will be ready for the
plough during next March. The Premier de-
finitely and distinctly promised these set-
tlers that when something like 15,000 or 20,-
000 acres of land was ready for cultivation
he would do his best to have built a line of
railway to serve them. I understand this
Bill will be opposed on the ground that the
line should go from Kondinin. I1 ask any
fair-minded member to examine the map on
the wall. If he is satisfied that the statement
I1 have made is incorrect, them I can find no
quarrel with him if he differs from me. It
was not until some four months ago that I
received a letter from the Electoral Office
to the effect that none of the settlers in the
particular area was in my electorate, and
that unless the Redistribution of Seats Bill
became law they would be in the Yilgarn or
Williatus-Narrogin electorates. A glance at
the map will show that there were no bodn-
darie. fixed for this country east of Lake
Grace, so far as I could see at the time it
was being surveyed. I have, therefore, no
axe to grind in respect to which route the
line takes, other than the fact that nearly
40 returned soldiers are located along the
track the line will take, and are sitiuated as
far out as some 15 miles from Lake Grace.

Hon. P. Collier: He that excuses, a4-
cuses.

Mr. STUBBS: I am not accusing anyone,
but I have been informed by several mem-
bers on this side of the House that they
are opposed to the line on the ground that it
should start from Kondinin. I am certainly'
not accusing members opposite of opposing
the line. I have no word to say against the
construction of a line front Kondinin to serve
the magnificent belt of country east and south-
east of that centre. I ask members, how-
ever, to recollect that the wheat of the New-
degate people will have to be carted in a
northerly direction for 05 miles and brought
into Narr 'ogin.

Mr. Johnston: There will be a line across
to Corrigin. That is recommended by the
Advisory Board.

Mr. STUBBS: The hion. member would
have the settlers wait until that lime is
built. The railway under dismission is
warran ted in every way. I give full credit
to the Labour Government for deciding to
send a line of railway across the sand plain
from Kukerin to Lake Grace, a distance of
30 miles, to serve 30 or more families. To
show that their judgment was sound I w1L
quote an estimate given to ate by a reput-
able citizen of Lake Grace, Mr. Carruthers,
of first-class land settled and occupied at
Lake Grace now co mprises 128, 00 0 acres, that
67,500 acres is at present cleared, and that
the area under crop this year will he 28,000
acres. I will endeavour to convince the
House that the land this line will serve is
equal if not superior to the Lake Grace land,
and that the Government were right in their
judgment in extending the railway to serve
30 families or more. Bags of wheat to the
numbher of 100,000, 20,000 bags of oats, and
1,00 tons of chaff, it is estimated will be
sent away from Lake Grace this season.
That is the conservative estimate of a reli-
able man. I have here a tabulated state-
ment prepared by the Railway Department
showing the traffic fraon Lake Grace during
last year. Outward goods were carried
running into 18,627 tons, andi producing a
revenue of £13,960; inward goods were
carried running into 10,145 tons, and pro-
ducing a revenue of E13,206; for the
carriage of livestock the freight amounted
to £1l,746 outward, and £696 inward; the
passenger traffic first and second class pro-
duced a revenue of £91,781; the grand total
being £33,000. That money was not all
earned between Lake Grace and Wagin,
because probably a lot of stock bad to be
carried a great many miles beyond Wagin.
The line is paying handsomely, and I think
I anm justified in supporting the extension
for another 30 miles. I do not wish Ito
block the settlement of first class country
in the electorates either of Williams-
Narrogin, Pingelly or Katanning. My sole
desire is to carry out the promise I made
to the returned soldiers livng along the
route of the Proposed line. These people are
greatly handicapped at the present moment
through having to spend a couple of months
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in carting their wheat over such a long dis-
tance. They also knock their horses up.
These settlers could be better employed in the
interests of the State if they increased their
area under crop than in spending all this
time carting their wheat. When wheat has
to be carte for a greater distance than 12
or 13 miles it becomes an unpayable proposi-
tion to grow it. I believe the route men-
tioned in this Bill is the right one. I do not
wish members to think I have marked a
square on the map indicating Newdegato to
suggest that it is a square piece of country.
It is a long narrow strip of forest country
extending for many miles in a north-
westerly direction on the route to Kondinin
and east towards Bavenathorpe. The dis-
tance from Kondiniin to Newdegate is con-
siderably over 60 miles. If the Newdegate
people have to wait until a line of railway
is constructed from Kondinin in a uoutherly
direction from Newdegate, many years must
pass before they can make good.

Sitting suspended (rein 6.1 to 7430 p.m.

Mr. STUBBS. Two years ago the Govern-ment instructed the Railway Advisory Board
to inspect this country, and report as to which
route would best serve this particular area.
The board reported on two routes, and the
report, I believe, has been laid on the Table
of the House. Whether the board reported
in favour of one route more than of the other,
I am not in a position to say, btt I ask the
House to believe me when I say that the
opening up of this magnificent tract of coun-
try will revolutionise the wheat production
of the State by making a large area avail-
able. I have a recollection of the member
f or Kanowna (Hoan. T. Walker) advocating
a few months ago the construction of a line
from Esperance to Norseman. At about
that time the Minister for Agriculture visited
this particular portion of the State. Men
who have traversed the country east of New-
degate and through the Rave-nstborpe-Lake
Damnosa country returned with one theme
of discussion. They claimed that we did not
know what it meant to open up this vast
stretch of wheat land. I am certain that, in
the course of a few years, a railway running
considerably further east than Newdegate and
linking up with the Norsenian-Esperance rail-
way will be an accomplished fact. With the
building of that line I am positive that an
area of wheat land will be brought into pro-
duction that will double the output of wheat
harvested in Western Australia at present.
The renlisation of that ideal is within
measurable distance. There has been an
agitation recently for the district of Newde-
gate to be connected up by rail with Albany.
M.%eetings have been held at the southern port
for the purpose of urging the Government to
construct a line across country as far as New-
degnte. thus opening up a large area of land
wrhch is not in use at present. The people at
Albany are naturally jealous of their rights

and privileges respecting the country adjacent
to their port, and they seek to secure the
handling of all produce grown in those areas.
f am in favour of every port receiving
its just proportion of the produce from
the adjacent localities. I claim that Newde-
gate will be linked up with a port nearer
than Bunbury or Albany, which are the two
nearest ports at present because I believe the
linewiill be continued eastward towards Norse-
man as I have suggested. The first point in
f avour of the construction of the line from Lake
Grace to Newdegate, is that the country to
be served contains 130,000 acres of excellent
wheat land. It is cut up into 130 blocks and
within the next few months 130 families will
he settled in that area. In addition, a line
from Lake Grace to Newdegate will pass
through a stretch of malice country, which
men, competent to express an opinion, say
will grow a fair crop of wheat and will after-
wards carry a fair number of stock. I do
not -say that the mallee country will stand
several crops of wheat, but the land at New-
degate is similar to the country at Lake Grace,
which bas been cropped from five to seven
years in succession, and has returned an
average of 15 bushels of wheat to the acre.
The House need have no fear in passing the
Bill because the line will pay fromn the jumap.
The second point to which I would draw the
attention of hon. members is that most of the
settlers at Newdegate are returned soldiers
and are a% fine type. They have done wonders
during the last few months in clearing their
holdings and making homes for themselves
and their failies. The fact that 15,000 acres
of land will be ready for the plough by next
March is evidence that the right class of man
is settled in that country. The Premier made
a distinct promise to them that by the time
they had that 15,000 acres of land ready, for
cultivation and proved their bona fides, he
would do Is best to get a railway line con-
structed td the district without delay. That
was the incentive that induced the men to go
into this huge belt of country. I support the
second reading of the Binl.

Mr. HIOKMOTT (IPingelly) [7.37]:- I re-
gret that the member for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs)
considers I am opposed to the railway to
Newdegate. It is not my intention to oppose
any railway that will benefit the people gen-
erally. Taking into consideration the report
of the Railway Advisory Board and the fact
that three districts will he served by tfie line
recommended by that board, it was my inten-
tion to support the board's recommendations.
As for returned soldiers, they are settled in
.all three districts referred to by the board,
At Kalgarin, about 28 miles east of K~ondinin,
there are 5,000 acres uinder cro,) this year,
and it is estimated that a return of 25,000
bags of wheat wilt be secured. The land there
ha- been described as being as good, if not
better, than the land in the Kondinin district.
Any member who knows anything about that
district must agree that as a wheat-growing
area it is the equal of, if not better than, the
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best in any other part 'of. the State. The
estimated return from this area is 150,000
bags of wheat. Including the Beiijaberriag
district, the average for the w-hole area will
be from 16 to 17 bushels per acre. These
men are in the same position as, those referred
to by the member f or Wagin. They have
gone On With their development iii anticipa-
tion of railway facilities being extended to
their district. Ia their report the Railway
Advisory Board pointed out that a lie start-
ing fromn Kondinin will serve the people at
Lake .Jilakin and also those in the Kalgarin
area, and if extended to Newdegate, will also
serve the settlerh there. I understood the
rnmber for Wagin to say that if the line was
caotructed. it would have to come back to
Nondifitik Bon. members will see, however,
that if the three lines were constructed to
serve the areas referred to, considerable eon-
struetional waste would be incurred by run-
ning lines for a distance of 12 miles along the
mnain line, where the people are already se'r'ed.
Taking tno of the lines into consideration the
distance conning within tine anibit of nay ob-
jection would practically represent halt the
length of a line front Koadinin to Newdegate.
I should say that it would represent at least
25 miles of railway. On the other hand, if
the line were construnqted. right through only
one- portion of it would be duplicated by the
extension front the main line. The whole of
the country front Kondinin to Newdegate
passes, according to the Advisory Beard's re-
port, through forest country, which will have
to he served by a railway in due course.
There are many returned soldiers settled
throughout those areas. The area under cropl
in the Newdegate district this year is 1,200
acres, which is a considerably Smaller area
than in the Kalgarin district. Thus the latter
settlers have an equal, if not greater claim,
to railway facilities than have the settlers at
Ntewdegate. I have no wish, however, to op-
pose a Bill which will serve deserving settlers.
If the House desires to construct a line from
Lake Grace instead of the one recommended
by the Advisory Board, it is for bon. members
to determine. When other lines have been
discussed, hon-ever, the fact that the Advisory
Board recommended certain courses of action,
was regarded as worthy of note by hon, memi-
hers. That is the point that caused me to
suggest that this aspect should be taken into
consideration. As boa, members will see, the
area to he served, apart from the 130,000
acres mentioned by the member for Wagin, is
150,000 acres, comprising good wheat country.
The area commends itself. If the House does
not agree to construct the line as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board there is ever~y
reason to believe that in the near fi ture a
line will hare to be constructed through coun-
try practically settled at the present time. T
do not wish to delay the House by making a
long speech. It is patent to everyone who
knows the country, the development that has
taken place and the position of the men on
the land there, that railway facilities will
have to be provided, and it is for the House
to decide which route to adopt. I believe tha

most econoinit-al way to serve tile whole of the
country is to eonstruct a line in accordance
wvith the reconuendatiuu of the Railway Ad-
visory Board. This will serve the two settle-
mreats as wrell as the %shole of the country that
will come within the scope of the line. I ver-
tainlv think that somc c-onsideration should
be given to the report of the Advisory Board,
the number of people and the area of land
likely to be served. If we are going to eon-
striiet slour lines, all over the place to serve
the different areas that are being settled, we
will find it an expensive way of doing busi-
ness. We have mn who are supposed to
know their work in connection with railway
construction and we send them out to inspect
and report on various routes. Then when we
receive the reportR we should take sonic notice
of them.

.N1r. .JOINSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
r7.481: f am very glad the Government hare
decided to give- railway communication to the
Neifdcgate area. It is perfectly true, as
stated by the M1inister for Works, that we
have a very fine settlement there. There are
many returned soldiers in that district, as
well as northtwards of it and right through
to Kalgarin. It is unquestionable that these
men have done excellent work in the develop-
nieat of their holdings. They are therefore
entitled to railway coimmunication at an early
date. The only point the House has to con-
sider carefully is which is the best way to
serve the three groups of settlers east of the

Yiliuiniu-Kn~imiaand the Lake Grace
lines, It the Northi Newdegate area we
have a large number of returned so]-
diers, as well as at Kalg-trin and at
Kondinia. Regarding the last-named, I
ani in the sante position. as the mem-
Iber for Wagixt (11r. Stubbs). in that
the men there are not constituents of mine,
although there are some in thte North New-
degats- area thxat arc within my electorate.
They bhl a meeting recently' , discussed the
matter thoroughly, and sent axe an account of
what rook place. I consider it my duty to
rend this to the IIase. Although I received
the coimmunication only a few days ago, it
is, dated the 3rd November-

We, *he North 'Newdegate settlers, are
informied that the Premier httendsx to pass
a railway from Lake Grace, to 'Newdegate
this next sessiLon. It was decided at a
uncering of the above settlers held here
November let to write you to do your ut-
most to persuade Sir taxies to run the line
from Kuhin or Kondinin south throughb
some of the best wheat land in this dis-
trict and serve us and the soldier settlers
north of Lake Grace on the way to Newde-
gate towasite. A line in this direction will
also open up a large tract of country north
of this settlement. (Mr. Fox, the GRovern-
meat surveyor, will know of this country.)
Also 'Mr. WV. Lee, of Noman's Lake, who
has been through here by road and will he
able to give you reliable information. ete.,
should you happen to meet him in Narro-
gin. T am writing him also asking him to
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make an Appointment with you on our be-
[~alt as a personal interview is much better
than A. letter. Hoping you will give us
your assistance in this matter, etv. (Sgd&)
0. F. Haddon, Secretary, -North Newdegate
settlers,

There is also a big returned soldier settle-
mtent at Kalgarin, and in September last,
at the invitation of those nmen, 1 went out to
a returned soldiers' sports meeting in that
district. Those settlers have over 15,000
acres of the best land in Western Australia
under crop, and the Railway Arvisory Board
has recommended that a line should go from
Konclinin East to the southern portion of the
Kalgarin area, where these soldiers are situ-
ated, and that it should run from there to
East Jilakin. where there is considerable sol-
dlier settlement through different North Newde-
gate locations right through then to 'Newde-
gate. Tine Government would have been better
Adv ised if the Bill had covered that route. Last
session. that was the intention of the Govern-
ment. On thle 18th Jnuary last I asked the
Premier this question-

Is it the intention of the Government dur-
tng the present session to introduce a Bill
for the construction of a rail"'ny from
lKondinin to Newdegate thirough the East
Jilakia areas in accordance with the re-
commeudations of the Railway Advisory
Board dated 13th November, 1922? If not,
why not?

The Premier replied that it was the intention
of the Goverlnent to introdne a Bill next
seqsion.

The Premier: I corected that in the ress.
Mr. -JOHNSTON : I believe the Premier

did make a correctioni in the Press, but there
was no correction in this House. The state-
uncut was mnade here, and* when it was made
it was the intention of the Premier to intro-
duce A. Bill as he stated. The Kalgarin set-
tlers should have a line, And it ihould go on to
Jilakin and Newdegate as recommended by
the Advisory Board in the report we have
before us. If the Government will not build
that line, I urge them to oring in a
'Bill to give the Kalgarin settlers another
line from Rondinin at once. I do not
in any way wish to set one lot of re-
turned soldiers against another, but r ay
the Government are doing the proper thing
in affording railway communication to the
Newdegate settlers. At the same time
those at Knigarin and East -Jilakin are
entitled to railway communication and it
should be given, particularly in view of the
fact, as I have stated, that there are 1.5,000
acres of land uinder crop At Kalgarin. In
this connection the Westralian Farmners Ltd.
have arranged to provide motor transport to
convey the ulheat to Kondinin.

Mr. .T. H1. Smith:. How many returned sol-
diers are there?

-Mr. .IOHNSTON: At the picnic meeting
that I attended, there were about 60, and T
do not think that covered thle full number.
Mr. -T H. Smith: There are 70 returned

sioldiers in the area to - ich I am advocating

[7-'a)

that a railway should be built, but tile Goy-
ernuietit will nlot do anything.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The report of the Ad-
visory Board is dated the 13th November,
1922, A. little over a year old. It is ad-
dressed to the Premier, and reads--

Re proposed railway communication to
Newdegate. In accordance with your in-
structions to report on the question of rail-
way communicat ion to Newdegate, the Rail-
Way Advisory Board proceeded to Lake
(Trace onl the 12th ult., and subsequently in-
spected the country between Lake Grace and
New degate and arond Newdegate. As the
board had also previous instructions to in-
spect the country to the east and south-
east of Kondinin, it took the opportnnity
of traversing the country between Newde-
gate, Kulin, and Kondinin, having pre-
viously inspected the country between Ken-
dinia. and Kalgairin. The hoard has the
honouir to report as follows and to attach
a plan tshowing the country covered by the
report:-%

1. If the question of serving the New-
degate entr- is alone to be considered-

That is very important-
the line " A-B ''is recommended-its len gth
being about 35 miles. This connection
could be made more direct and about three
miles shorter than by the route shown on
the plan, but thle direct route would not
serve certain blocks to the north of Lake
(Trace nor the suiveyed blocks to the north-
west of Newdegate as shown on the plan.
The grades on both routes would he easy.

The line A-B referred to is that from Lake
Grace to Nowdegate, and I take it that it is
on that clause of the report the Government
have acted. in other words, the Government
have decided to consider only Newdegate,
leaving the soldier settlers at Kalgaria and
East Jilakia to receive attention at a later
date. The report goes on-

2. As, however, the question of serving
the whole of the country to the east of a
line drawn front Kondinia is to be eon-
sidered, an alternative proposal is made.

3. The areas not served by any railway
are as follows:-(a) That south-east of
Lake Jilakin, marked 'X'' and coloured
brown. (b) The surveyed blocks marked
"'' ' and coloured purple. (c) The area
in the vicinity of Knigaria Rock coloured
green. Particulars of these are given in
the ''reference'' to the plan attached

These are areas east of Jilakia, east of Waly-
urin, north of Newdegate and east of Koadia-
in, and I regret to say that although a large
number of returned soldiers are settlea
throughout these areas, the Bill will not give
them very much relief.

The Premier: There are a few soldiers at
Bencubbin.

'Mr. JOHNSTON: I would like to see the
Premier give the men to the north and east of
Benectbbin further railway facilities. Un-
fortunately you, Mr. Speaker, will not per-
mit mte to dis9cuss the plight that these men
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who are waiting for railway communication
find thjemselves in. The report goes on-

4. The area '"X" is all Settled and the
land is good. The area ''Y'' is of good
quality and will certainly be settled it
transport facilities are provided.

In this particular part of the State good
land in the surveyed locations runs north,
westerly and south-Easterly, so that the route
of the proposed railway from Kondinin goes
practically through the surveyed locations on
which soldier settlement money is being ex-
pended.

The Premier: You are not quite right
there.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I have it on1 the au-
thority of the Chief Inspector of the Agri-
cultural Rank at Narrogin, who knows the
country very well.

The Premier: I have it here, too.
Mr. JOHNSTON: I have not been privil-

eged to see the map in the possession of the
Premier. However, what I have stated is on
the authority of the Chief Inspector of the
Bank. The line from Kondinin to Newdegate
will Serve not only existing soldier settlement,
but will open up a large area of good land.
The report goes on-

The area ''Z'' about Kalgarin is set-
tled and the Agricultural flank has about
30 clients in occupation.

That was 13 months ago, and I know the
number has since increased.

Clearing is proceeding rapidly and a fair
area will be under crop next season.

Now we comec to the important question-
To serve those areas as well as Newde-
gate, a line ''D.O.E." about 65 miles in
length is recommended, starting from Son-
dinin and shown in yellow on the plan.
Kondinin is indicated ais the starting
point as, (a) The Railway Department has
made this a depot station; (b) Eventually
a line must connect Hoadini,, and Corrn-
gin; (c) A line from -Kondinin must
eventually be built to serve the country at
Kalgarin Hill and to the eastward.

The Government could not build a line from
Koudinin to Newdegate unless they were pre-
pared to make a cross connection from Son-
dinia to Corrigin, as recommended in the re-
port, and as previously recommended in a
separate report by the Railway Advisory
Board.

The Premier: It is hardly recommended.
Mr. JOHNSTON: But there is a previous

report recommending a line from Rondinin
to Corrigin, though it states it must be de-
ferred until after settlements that have no
communieation at all have been served. 1
am in entire accord with the remarks that
the Government could not build a line from
Kondinin to Newdegate and for all time haul
all the stnff hack to Narrigin and again to
Perth. That freightage would be altogether
too great. I realise the difficult problem con-
fronting the Government, because they could
not carry out the report of the advisory board
unleis they were prepared to make that con-
neetion from Kendinin to Corrigiin within a

reasonable time, a connection that must be
made when the finances of the State improve,
just asi the line from Corrigin to Brookiton
must be continued to Armadale, giving that
short connection with Fremantle that a
majority of members are anxious to see pro-
vided. The Railway Advisory Board from
whose report I quote, consisted of the Sur-
veyor General (Mr. U1. S. King), Chairman;
Mr. R. J. Ankietell (Engineer of the Public
Works Department); Mr. W. Lord (then
Chief Traffic Manager), and Mr. Gen. Sutton
(Director of Agriculture). They pointed out
that their main recommendation was a line
from Kondinia to N~ewdegate, and I regret
the Government have not seen fit to adopt it.
Paragraph 6 of their report says-

If the Newdegate areas, those at ''X''
and ''Y,2' coloured brown and purple and
the Kalgarin area, are considered separ-
ately, three lengths of unpayable line, say
12% miles each in length, will have to be
constructed, whereas the proposal for the
line ''D.C.B.'' involves one length only of
unpayable line.
The Premier: You have forgotten the

place called Kulin?
Mr. JOHNSTON: I am here to advocate

the adoption of the recommendation of the
advisory board. Ever since I have been in
the House I have supported the professional
officers of the Government. That is why I
am urging the construction of the line from
Kondinin to Newdegate, though it is not in
my electorate. I am glad the Premier
in considering Kuhn also, but we shall
be on safe ground if we follow the re-
commendations of our professional ad-
visers, particularly the 'nen I have quoted,
in whom the people have a great meas-
ure of confidence. They urge that if
the three areas are considered in one pro-
ject, we would Save building three lengths of
unpaynble line, say 123/ miles each in length.
The proposal now before the House to build
the line from take Grace to Newdegate
means that if the area is to be properly
served, three railways will have to be built.
A line should be built from Kondinia to Hal-
garin. That is urgent. Then a line would
probably be built from Dudinin, Jitarnig
or Kulin eastward to the second area,
and another from Lake Grace to New-
degate for the more southern area. Relying
upon the information in the report, which is
confirmned by the Chief Inspector of the Agri-
cultural Bank for the district, the Govern-
meat would better serve the interests of the
State by giving effect to the report of the
advisory board and building a line from Kon-
dinin to Newdegate, which would serve those
three great wheat-producing and shien-carry-
ing settlements. If the line be built fronm
Kondinin through Jilakin to Newdegate, we
shall serve all three areas, and have only one
length of 12% miles serving country already
served. If it is decided to build three
lines, one spur to each of the areas, of
which the Bill before the House comprises
the first, wve shall for ever have three smc-
tions of 12% miles of railway each running
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through couutry already served. In addition
there is the delay, as we do not know when
the other two lines will be built or when the
other two lines will be built or when the
Kalgarin settlers will receive their railway.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: You do not know
when any of them will be built.

Hon. P. Collier: We have ahead of us 10
years of railway building already author-
ised.

Mr. JOHNJSTON: 'The member for North-
East Fremantle showed great activity in
buniling railways in the past.

lion. P. Collier: And will in future.
Mr. JOHNSTON: The report continues-

A line easterly from ''C' will evntually
]tave to be constructed, but for the present
at line to the point "W2" will serve thea
Kalgarin area in its developmental stages.
Assuming the sphere of influence to be
12% miles on each side of the line, the
line 'D.C.B.' will serve about 14,255
acres per mile of line, and about 3,550
acres per mile of first class country classi-
fied and unclassified.

As the settlement of the East Kalgnrin area
expands, a further line will be required in
that locality-

The line "A.B."' (from Lake Grace to
Newdegate) will serve about 15,000 acres
per mile of line and about 3,170 acres per
mile of lirst class land classified and un-
classified.

The other clauses of the report do not refer
to the question of route, so I do not propose
to quote them.

Mr. Carboy: Read the last one.
Mr. JOHNSTON! I do not wish to use

all the information; I shall leave that for the
bon. miember.

Mr. Corboy: I do not mind your quoting
the last paraigraph.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The House should at-
tach great weight to the recommendation of
the advisory board and the request of the
soldiers in the north Newdegate area, whose
letter I have read. Those gentlemen are

Hon. W. . Angwin: The present Gov-
ernmtia to build the railwvay from Kondinin
to Nowdegate. I am standing by the route
recommended by the advisory board, namely
from Kondinin. I have pointed out that if
this line be built, it will be difficult for the
Government-~

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The present Gov-
ernment will not have the difficulty.

Hon. P. Collier, The ine will not be
built for 10 years, and you -do not expect
to be there for another 10 years.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I urge the Government
even at this late stage to withdraw the Bill,
and bring in another measure for a line from
Kondinin to Newdegate.

The Premier: Thank you for that advice.
It is very good of you.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If the Governument will
not do that, I urge them to introduce the other
two Bills this session, one for a line from Won-
dinin to Kalgarin to serve the soldier settle-
ment at Ralgarin, and one for a line to serve
the East Jilakin and Walyurin settlers.

Although the East Jilakin locality is not re-
ferred to as prominently as are Kalgarin and
.\eidegate, there are just as many settlers
there. They have a big wheat production,
find the country is well watered, but in the
absence of railway facilities, a large number
(if sheep axe being run.

The Premier: Ten miles from a railway?
Mr. JOHNSTON : But what about the

E-ast Jilakin area!
The Premier: It is not very far out.
Mr. JOUYSTON The advisory board

say it is so far front railway facilities that
ultimately a second line will have to be built.

Hon. W!. C. Anigwin: The advisory board
dlo not have to find the money.

Mir. JOHNSTON: Those settlers are run-
fling a large number of sheep and are doing
well on land that ought to be and would be
tinder close cultivation if railway facilities
were provided. I have done my best to make
the position clear. I regret that the Bill
before us is not that comprised in the main
recommendation of the advisory board,
namely for a railway from Kondinin to
Newdegate.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [8.13]: 1
have listened to the speeches by the iem-.
berg for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) and Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) with considerable
interest, and I hope it will not be eoinsiderelt
temerity on my part, being a mere mectro.
politan member, if I express an opinion on a
subject that affects, primarily at least, coun-
try districts far removed from the metro-
polis. I happen to know fairly intimately
the history of the development of the won-_
derful area east of Wagin. I knew the dis-
trict 12 years ago when, as the member for
Wagin said, the first hand of pioneers
wvent to the Lake Grace distriet. I

wast familiar with the circumstances un-
der which those men were placed, and
the difficulties they bad to contend with.
I was in the district in company with the
member for Fremantle (Mr. Gibson) quite
recently, and he has perhaps seen a little
more of the agricultural areas than I have
during the last year or two. There was illus-
trated to uts very clearly during that journey
the valve of the land, and the tremendous
efforts which have been put into it to bring
it to its present stage of development. Whilst
in the district I was privileged to meet one
or two returned soldier friends, who are now
carving out homes for themselves in the New-
degate area. There are over 90 returned
soldiers in that neighbourhood, struggling for
an existence. Some of them have to cart
their goods upwards of 30 miles. They are
in possession, I understand, of excellent comm-
try. Country of similar character extends
in a south-easterly direction over a great
mileage, even as far as Raveusthorpe. It is
estimated that there will be fully 15,000 acres
under crop in the Newdegate area next year.
A friend of mine there told me that be had
G00 acres ready for cropping in the coming
season. That inan, I mention by the way,
has not yet gone to the Agricultural Blank
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for a penny. The tone of the mle, in the
Noedegate area is splendid, and they are of
a type of which we have every reatoe to be
proud. They are the very men whom we, as
trustees of the people of the State, should
help to the utmost of our power in establish-
ing homes for thermelves. I dare say that
if we turned up ''Hanstard'' containing the
debates on the Lake Grace railway, we should
find a divergence of opinion as to route. I
have never yet known a railway Bill to be
introduced into this Chamber without its
bringing forth a storm, more or less wild, of
opinion as to the route that should he fol-
lowed by the proposed line. fIn this in-
stance 1 think members will get the best
illustration possible-assunaiug that they do
not know the country-by looking at the
larger of the two maps behind your (hlair,
Mr. Speaker. Then they will discover the
result that will follow from adopting the
suggestion of the member for Williams- Nar-
rogin (Mr. Johnston), the result being that
the line, in reaching Sewdegate from the
Great Southern railway, wsill describe almost
a half circle and will add at least 70 miles,
probably a good deal more, to the distance
over which it will be necessary to cart pro-
duce fron, the Newdegate farm.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That consideratioti
cardied no weight in connection with the last
railway Bill.

Capt. CARTER: We should at least strive
to serve the men in whose interests this Hill
has been introduced with a line that will
afford them the most payable proposition for
the disposal of their produce. Taking into
consideration the existing railway system, the
moat natural port for the district is Bun-
bury. Taking a line from Newdlegate through
Wagin and so on to Bunbury, one finds that
it is almost a straight line. But if the pro-
posal of the member for Willianis-Narrogin
is adopted, the line will describe an are i
getting to the Great Southern railway. I
know that the hon. member contradict, that,
and says, ''We will build another line front
Kondilin. across to Corrigin.''

Mr. Johnston: That is essential.
Capt. CARTER: It means that we shall

have to induce the House to pass another
railw~ay Bill; and then, I believe, the hon.
member will dliscover that yet another railway
Bill is necessary in order to get to the coast.
That is the trifling matter of linking up
Brookton Aith Armadale. I do not think
hon. members are impressed with the argu-
ment as a business proposition, seeing timat
the suggestion is% that in order to help the
Kalzarin settlers we should handicap those
whom we originally set out to help by the
introduction of this Bill. I also have per-
sonal friends on the land at Kalgarin. I
know that the country there is excellent. The
settlers :lave great difficulties in regard to
water supply and transport, and I am in
sy-mpathy with the member for William.
Narrogin wvbt~n he says they should have rail-
wv communication. But I fail to see that
we'shall he veting correctly as trustees of the

public funds it ue build a line that will be
unsatisfactory, at least for thll time being,
at least until the hon. member's two or three
other lines have been built, to all the parties
concerned. Now as regards the Railway Ad-
visory Board's, report. The member for Wil.
liating-Narrogin pawsd over paragraph 1 of
the report.

Mr. Johnston: T did not pass~ over oneo
word of it.

('apt CARTER: The holl. member read
paragraph 1, but did not comment on it. The
report indicates that it is; thle desire of the
Government to open up the Newdegate cun-s
try.

Mr. .Johnston : I did comment onl thle firt-n
paragraph. You were not here at the time.

Capt. CARTER: I listened to every word
read by the hen. member, and I am qoite
certain that he did not give paragraph I the
sme attention as he gave to paragraihs; 2,
'3, 4, and fl.

Hom. W. C. Angwin: We know bin,.
('apt. CARTER: I ant beginning to know

himt.
,,r. Johnston: I dealt fairly mad squarely

with the whole matter.
Capt, CARTER: Tile hen, member was

eminently fair, hut I think hie hardly gave to
paragratph 1 the same prominence as to the
remaining paragraphs. I have a faint recol-
lection, though I was not in this place when
the Bill for the existing line was passed, of
a debate in which it was argued that the line
of extension from Kukerin to lake Grace
should be in a north-easiterly direction, In-
stead of directly to Lake Grace. I suppose
the time will come when the member for
Williams-Narrogin will have his desire to see
the country opened uj, by a network of rail-
ways, when there will be railways parallel
with one another and at right angles with
one another all over this great State. But
just now we must build the shortest mileage
to get the greatest results. I know the count-
try in question probably as well as the mem-
ber for Williamsn-Narrogin knows it. Dur-
ing the course of years T drove many hum-
dreds of miles over it. I know that by sup-
porting this Bill we shall open' up a tract
of country that lviii be as productive s the
Lake Grace. area. In Lake Grace 12 years
ago a mil allowed me to share his humpy.
He lived on the staple diet of crushed wheat.
E~vry pound of chaff that be fed to his
one or two horses be had to cart from Ku-
kerin, a distance of .311 odd( mniles. To-day
that mnin is going to reap, the harvest of
4,1100 acres, of the best wheat I think I have
ever seen. To-day that alan is independent,
because, of his efforts, and because of
what Nature has put into the s4oil of the dis-
trict. Experts tell nie that the area stretch-
ing ,outh-at us far as Ravenstitorple is
equally rich. If that is so, it behaves us to
support the Bill. I know the feeling of
the settlers. I have discossed this
matter with the Kalgarin people and the
Newdaegate people. Both setsi of settler are
equally deserving. But the position is that
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we shall not be gi' ing a fair deal to all the
settlers by grouping bath of them in a devia-
tion such as that suggested by the member
for Wilans-Nat-rogin. Z feel that I shall be
doing a public duty in supporting a line to
Kalgarin and one to Newdegate. But, as we
have placed before us now a line proposed
specifically for the benefit of one set of
settlers, it is our duty to deal with the ques-
tion as such, and not attempt to do something
that wilt not most materially benefit the ma-
jority of the settlers.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgnrn) 18.27]: As the
representative of the interests of 90) per cent.
of the people concerned in this battle of
routes, it is due to me to explain the position
f intend to take on this Bill. In the first
place, I regret very much the introduction by
various speakers so far as the returned soldier
question into this matter. For my part, I
care not whether a settler is a returned soldier
or not. Settlers out in the back country re-
quiring railway facilities are deserving of
them irrespective of whether they are or are
not returned soldiers. It is extremely dis-
tasteful to me to listen to the talk about
providing returned soldiers with facilities, end
to bear the term "returned soldiers" used to
bolster up argnments in a battle of routes.
Such an attitude I regard as a reprehensible
one for members to take, especially when I.
call to mind some of the things that came to
my knowledge as a member of the Royal
Commission on Soldier Settlement. My mem-
bership of that Coimmh'sioa made me ac-
quainted with the action taken by some mem-
bers of Parliament in connection with the
purchase of estates that were afterwards
loaded on the -returned soldiers, estates that
proved absolutely valueless to the returned
soldifirb. In the circumstances, references to
returned soldiers on such a question as this
fill mue with disgust.

The Premier: What about the reilwayl
Mn. CORBOY: I1 have gone as fnlly as I

can into the routes proposed by the Railway
Advisory Board. The lKalgarin settlers are
at any rate to some extent more fortunately
situated than the Newdegate settlers in re-
spect of railway communication. Undoubt-
edly the Newdegate settlers are in urgent
need of a railway. A great many people
have gone to the Newdegate district, and it
is desirable that we should as soon as possible
place them on at proper footing in regard to
transport facilities. I believe the settlers of
Kalgarin and beyond are entitled to railway
facilities. If a Bill were before the House
to provide those facilities, I would unhesitat-
ingly vote for it; but because such a Bill is
not here, I am not going to say that the
Newdegate people are not to have a railway.
1I can only hope the Government will intro-
duce a measure to provide the Kalgarin people
with a railway.

Mr. La~tham: It onght to be introduced this
session, too.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course it ought!
Bring donwn all the Bills you have!

Mr. CORBOY: Even if it w-ere, it would
not alter the position very much. We all
know the legacy of authorised. -railways left
to the last Labour Government, and it seems
obvious that the present Government are de-
tvrinined to leave a similar legacy to the
next Labour Government. The advisory board
in their report drew attention to the fact that
the line they recommended, from Kondinin to
Newdegate, did not meet the whole of the re-
quiremnents of the IKalgarin area, that eventu-
ally front "Point C" on the line a line
would[ have to be built further eastward. To
me it seems just as advisable to build this
railway from Lake Grate to Newdegate,
andi another trout Kondinin eastward, as to
build on the route from Kondinin to Newde-
gate. With the route advocated 13y the mem-
ber for Williatus-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston)
there has to be considered the dual question of
haulage and freight. The plan shows that
the ultimate line frout Newdegate to Buabury
will be as direct as possible, whereas if the
line to Kondinin were constructed we should
have a vastly gretiter length of haulage and,*
consequently, very much higher treights on
everything hauled between Neivdegate. and
the coast. In other words the people would
have to pay tribute to tho folly of the Par-
liament that authorised the line to xondinin,
for they would be paying haulage up to Son-
dinin, back to Narrogin, and thence through
to Bunibory. The member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) was of course visa-
alising an unbroken line from Newdegate to
Kondinin, Kondinin to Corrigin, Corrigin to
Brookton and eventually Brooktont to Arma-
dale and so through to Fremantle. But we
shall have to wait nmany years before such a
route is completed. Moreover, it brings up
the old question of dlecentralisation, for we
would then be concentrating everything on
Frenmantle, instead of sending the produce to
its natural port, JBunbury.

Mr. Latham: No, to Esperanee.
The Premier: To Hopetoun.
Mr. COB BOY: It will need the skill of a

C. Y. 0O'Connor to construct a decent hsr-
tour at Hopetoun. I do not see much
chance of gctting a harbour there. But
thisr question of extra haulage must be
considered. The greater number of peo-
ple in 'Newdegate will be better served
by the short direct ronte to Bunhury than by
a line via Kondinin. Another point: eventu-
ally the Lake Grace to Newdegate line will
be extended further east. I have been to
Raveasthorpe by every possible overland route,
even from Southern Cross, and I am satisfied
that eventually a vast area of country east of
Newdegate will be opened up. There is a
belt of country about 40 miles north of Bay-
easthorpe, to which Government inspectors
and surveyors have recently drawn attention
asd) which, sooner or later, will warrant an
extension of the railway from Newdegate
further east. One member bas said that
eventually it will link up with the Esperance
line. I have not been further eastward than
Ravensthorpe, but those who have been have
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assured me that the belt of good country con-
tinues through to Gra Patch on the Esper-
ance line. I that be so, I am convinced the
line %.ill go eastward, not only to the Ravens-
thorpe area, but right through to Esperance.
That Icing so, the line it is now proposed to
build is the proper one. There are many
people bettled to the south-east of Lake
Jilakin andt at Kalgarin, who are equally de-
serving with the Newdegate people of rail-
way fccilities. But because the Government
at present are not going to give them those
facilite, I am not foolish enough to refuse
what the Government are offering. I hope
the Hlouse will agie- to this flili for the rail-
way from Lake Grace to Newdegate. It will
provide tacilites for manny people who are
endeavouring to develop a vast stretvil of
really good land. The line will not be built
in the immediate future. Possibly it will be
some considerable time before it is laid down,
but I am not going to delay bile beginning of
the construction by any action that would
throw back the whole question for another
12 months.-

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [b&aaj; One
continually hears complaints of the bad lay-
out of our railway system and the con-
sequent loss to the State. Probably because
of that, Parliament a few years ago appointed
an advisory board to make recommendations
in respect of every new line. To-day we have
that board 's report on the proposed Lake
Grace-Newdegate railway. Unfortunately we
have no plan accompanying the report. The
member for Wogin (Mr. Stubbs) has furnished
a thin, taken presumably from a railway
time table. It is not large enough to clearly
indicate the positions of the different points
in consideration. When Parliament is asked
to vote £!140,000 for a railway, it is highly
important that members should be fully seized
of the objects of the line. The advisory
board 'a report is strongly in faori of the
line from Kondinin to Newdegate. It is im-
portant that the Horse should decide, not for
the immediate serving of one particular dis-
trict, but for frture requirements. I have not
the V-ast objection to a railway that will serve
deserving settlers, but the argument applied
to the reople of Newdegate is capable of
beinmr arplied with equal force to the people
of Kalgarin and of East Jilakin, for those
people enuall, with the people of Neirdegate
have mode efforts to develop their country.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) pointed out that the peop~le of
Kalcarin hive a very large area under crop,
and that the wheat yield resulted in 17
bu'shels to the acre. All that wheat has to be
eart-d by road to the nearest roint on the
railways. The Westralian Farmers Ltd. have
agreed to cart it by the motor transport at
a cost of is. rer bap. That, I in'agire, will
be a conisiderable handicap on the growers.
The great point in the advisory board'i re-
Port iq the loss incurred in oneratine three
serarate systems to connect three different
points. Apart from that, we shall be running

three dead ends. I f we can by a railway
serve three districts equally, it is the obvious
duty of the Rouse to pass the necessary legis-
lation. Last week a deputation waited on
the Premier to ask for the Kalgarin exten-
sion, but I have not seen any report of the
result. It is important we should give rail-
way facilities to those centres that are so
remotely situated -at lialgarin and East Jila-
kin. The point is to get the easiest access to
the port. That was clearly shown, by the
member for Leederville (Capt. Carter) when
he said that the Neitdegate extension gave
almost direct communication with ilunbury.
One must naturally consider that aspect of
the ease. If the Government decide upon
acting in contradiction to the report of the
Advisory Board they should at least give some
indication of their attitude towards the
people of the places to which I have just
referred. If, as alleged by the member for
Wagiu (Mr. Stubbs), the member for Vil-
gan (.%r. Corboy) and the member for
Leederville, these settlers have an equal
claim upon the Government for railway com-
munication, it is obvious that a definite samu-
ance should be given to them at an early date
so that they may know where they stand. I
have not the knowledge of the district that is
claimed by the member for Lec-derville, wvho
said the obvious course was to provide direct
communication to these centres by one line.
Members must consider the report of the
Advisory Board. I do not oppose the second
rending of the Bill, but wish to emphasize the
vital urgency of giving consideration to those
other settlers in less favoured localities. We
have been told by every membter who has
spoken that the different areas are at least
equal in agricultural value, that d-velopment
has taken place in much tihe same way in
each centre, and that the majority of the
settlers are returned soldiers. As the member
for Tilgarn said there is no desire to set up
one body of returned soldiers against another,
but if one settlement of returned soldiers de-
serves railway facilities, equal '-onsideration
shuoild be given to another set. It seems to
me from the attitude of the Premier that
whilst he favours an extension of the line
from Lake Grace to Newdegate to serve one
section of returned soldiers, he holds out no
hope for the other two centres. That is to be
deplored, and it is one reason why T advocate
the construction of the line as recommnided
by the Advisory Board. These three sets of
people have an equal claim for railway comn-
monication, and no doubt the land extends
more or less towards Bavensthnrpe. Had the
line been started from Kondinin and ulti-
mately connected up as suggested by the
Advisory Board, there would have been a
continuous line going throuuh a hnres area of
valuable eointry, and the wastage of so many
miles of railway would have teen overcome.
I trust the Premier in his reply will givc some
definite assurance that these peonle at Kal-
garia and East Jilakin will be given railway
communrication in the same way that the more
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favoured districts of Lake Grace and Newde-
gate are getting it.

.Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) (8.49]: Many
members visited Newdegate some timne ago to
see for themselves the area east of Lake Grace.
On that occasion a. promise was made that,
if certain developments took place, transport
facilities would be afforded to the settlers.
A railway was mentioned from Lake Grace to
Newdegate. It was a promise. I understand
that the development required has now been
effected, and that 15,000 acres are ready for
cropping. The settlers have now done their
part, and the promise made should be ful-
filled. There are other reasons why the line
should be constructed. It appears from the
plan that this is the straightest and most
direct route to the natural port. We have
suffered in. the paM from railways that have
been constructed like a dog's hind leg. If
there is at last an opportunity of having a
railway constructed direct and over a good
grade, we must not lose it. Western Aus5-
tralia. has suffered more from the frightful
grades of our railways, and their circuitous
routes, in many eases running over a dis-
tance of 50 miles when 25 miles would have
done, than from anything else. We cannot
afford to build an extra mile of railway to
connect A with B. For the reason that this
is the most economical route and the best
grade we can have, I shalt support the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.521:
The Premier should have given us some in-
formation.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister for Works
gave members the fullest information. He
spoke for at least three minutes.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The information sup-
plied is not full by any means. I regret the
Minister has not given some information to
the House. I am in an unfortunate position.
I cannot agree with the member for Yilgarn
(Mr. Corboy) when he says if he cannot
get the lot he is prepared to accept whatever
the Government will hand out. We should
not approach any subject in such a wanner.
The Premier 18 months ago was waited upon
by a deputation at Gnuwangerup. He was
asked that a parallel railway should be con-
structed to Albany. The settlers gave the
milenge, and if their distances are correct,
this must be the most economical proposition
for joining an with the port nearest to themn.
I am not opposed to any particular port, hut
my district has affirmed the principle, and I
endorse it. that we should have parallel lines.
I will rend an article that appeared in the
''Albany Advertiser." This paper said--

A Bill authorising the construction of a
railway from Lake Grace to Newdegate was
read for the first time in the Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday. It is so made
clear that the Government has moade a.
choice of the two proposals put forth by
the Railway Advisory Board for opening
up that section of the State. And it is by

no means certain a wise discretion has been
exercised. The route selected can only be
justified on the ground of expediency.

That is what the member for Yilgara is pre-
pared to accept. The article continues:-

There is nothing else to recommend it.
The Railway Advisory Board, in its re-
port on the district, gave the opportunity,
which the Government has so readily taken
advantage of to humour the people of
Wagin and Bunbury. It said: "If the
question of serving the Newdegate centre
is alone to be considered, the line A.B. (out
west from Lake Grace) ir3 recommended. That
recommendation was modified in the ensuing
paragraph, which read: ''As, however, the
question of serving the whole of the country
to the east of a line drawn from Kondinin
is to be continued, an alternative pro-
posal is made," viz..:-the construction of
a railway, 65 miles in length, out East
from Soadluin, beyond Kalgar-in Hill. If
language counts for anything, that used by
the Board indicates a decided preference
for the alternative suggested. The Board
dismisses the one scheme by a few bare
statements of fact but elaborates the other
in a palpable effort to win approval 1or it.
It enlarges on the fact that not only New-
degate hut other centres equally as good
will benefit by the longer line and supplies
besides other practical reasons for its ad-
option. ''Sondinin,'' it declares, "is indi-
cated as the starting point as: (a) The
railway department has made this a de-
pot station; (b) eventually a line must
connect Koadinin and Corrigin; and (c)
a. line from Kondinin must eventually be
built to serve the country at Kalgarin
Hill and to the Eastward."

The Minister for Works: Whose opinion
is that?

Mr. A. THOM1NSON: It is the opinion of
the people of Albany.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is the editor's
opinion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is also the opinion
of 100 per cent, of the people of Albany,
and of those situated along the route over
which it is proposed to extend this line.

The Minister for Works: How does this
affect the Albany people?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I will tell the Min.
ister later. The "Albany Advertiser'' is
published in Albany, and gives the Premier a.
good deal of support.

The Premier: It is a good paper.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Perhaps the Premier

will take notice of what it says. it con-
tinues-

Both proposals ore "'recommended'' by
the 'Railway Advisory 'Board, bnt little is
left to the imagination as to how great a
preference is entertained for the ]Kondinin
connection. Yet the Government hos
ignored this Preference and taken to Parlia-
ment only the project which is danned by
faint praiso. That may he good politics bit
it is 1had for the eouatrv. The spurs out
east of the Great Southern Railway are
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already too long. That froni Wagin to
Lake Grace is 75 miles in length and the
Bill now submitted to Parliament aln to
extend it a further 35 miles. The railway
system of a country should obviously be
designed to give the agricultural areas
access to the ports nearest to them. The
connection of 'Newdegate with Lake Grace,
which is separated from Wagin by 75 miles
of line, emphatically does not serve that
end, for Wagin, by rail, is 110 miles from
the coast at Bunbury, 20.5 miles from the
coast at Frenmantle, and 148 miles from the
coast of Albany. A vast deviation is en-
tailed in any case. And what applies in
this case is equally applicable in others.
That is why it is high time a limit should
he placed on the length of spur lines. And
if it had been wvise the Government would
give Parliament an opportunity of doing so.
The Railway Advisory Board would have
acted well within its rights in setting forth
that aspect of future construction. Instead,
it made two recommendations, with virtues
of one simply emp1 hasised,. The real point
of the board's alternative is not, however,
stressed. The Kondinin line, so strongly
favou~red, is thle beginning of the loop line
which it has always been recognised most
soic day be built out east to parallel the
Great Southern railway, Now the spur
liaes have grown to such length as to dis-
count their economic value, this pospeet
demands immediate attention. The board
advises 65 miles of construction east from
Koadinin, because that section must ulti-
mately be built and because eventually a
line must connect Koadinin and Corrigin.
If those ''musts'' were given effect to now
there would be no need of the Lake Grace-
.Newdegute extension and the northern por-
tion of the inevitable loop would become a
reality. Less than 200 miles 'would then
remain to complete the loop and connect
Newdegate and thle vast extent of rich
country surrounding it with Albany, un-
doubtedly the port nearest to it all.

In view of thle proposal and the report put up
by the Railway Advisory Hoard, I am im-
pelled to remind hon. members that for years
past it has been customary to take cognisance
of the fact that the board have made a recom-
mendation. I have used this argument in my
oven electorate when there has been a battle
of routes. I have always said, ''Thank God
we have an. advisory board free from political
control or direction.'' I regret I1 cannot say
as much regarding this particular line. The
Railway Commissioner, in his report from
year to year, has continually made reference
to the large mileage of nnpayable railways
be has been compelled to take over. The Bill
should be referred to a select committee. We
should not continue to perpetuate the mistake
that has been made in the past of running
out these spur lines. If hon. members were
to take the trouble to examine the map I have
in my possession, the original of which was
attached to the board'Is report, they would be

convinced that thlt rvecummewation mado by
piractical men, who constitute thet advisory
hoard, was in the best interests of the State.
I have no desire for one moment to deprive
the 'Newdegate settlers of railway comimunica-
tion. If they are to make a success of farm-
ing in those areas, and to grow wheat profit-
ably, they must he brought within 123h miles
of a railway. The report states that if the
line were taken out from Kondinin it would
serve a large number of settlers. Thle Qov-
erinnent should accept tht- recommendation
made by the board, who mcut as far aq they
could to clearly indicate to Parliament what
we should do. The hoard travelled over the
country between 'Newdegate, Stalin and
Kondinin, having previously inspected the
country between Kondinin and Kalgarin.
While it is true that a line for 35 miles
provides the shortest direct route, the
board clearly pointed out that if their
recommendation were adopted a consider-
able saving would be effected by pre-
venting the construction of three unprofitable
lines9 with three separate dead-ends. The
Government would hit wise if they' gave the
House an opportunity to decide which of the
two routes should be adopted. if that
opportunity wecre afforded members they
would see that, despite the fact that the
board 'a proposal would mean 05 miles of
railway, the State would get better value for
thle money expended. I understand no engi-
neering difficulties arise in connection with
the proposed line, which means, at the rate
of £4,000 a mile, an expenditure of £140,000
to open up this area. If we adopted the
suggestion by the Railwvay Advisory Board
we would be well advised in spending another
£100,000 to serve a larger area of country.
We would also be well advisedl if we laid
down a policy that would be in the best in-
terests. of the State. I do not advocate any
part in particular, but I advocate the con-
struction of a line that will lead to the great-
est development, give the State the miost value
for the money spent, and give the best service
to the settlers concerned. The House can
hardly decide a question like this at such a
late stage of the session.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: It will not make ny
difference, seeing that the line will not be
constructed for some years.

Mr. A. THOMON: Past experienee has
shown that once Parliament has agreed to the
construction of a railway, future Parliaments
are diffident about interfering with the pro-
3 cC Is.

'Mr. Hfughes: This is an instance where
they would be justified in doing so.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I strongly urge that
the Bill be referred to a select committee.

Hon. T. Walker: To whom would they ire-
port, seeing that this Parliament will be
dead?

Hon. P. Collier: The committee could re-
port to our corpses.

Mr. A. THOMSON : There is no reason
w-by thle committee should not report wvithin
a week, seeing that the matter is urgent. I
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wrant to get away from this policy of spur
line construction. If the -recommendation of
the board were adopted, it would be in the
interests of the settlers and of the State as
well.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.101:
Members who are not in possession of first
hand knowledge of the district through
which it is proposed to construct the railway,
find themselves in a somewhat difficult situa-
tion, wore particularly when faced wvith the
inevitable battle of the routes. Our difficul-
ties are not lessened by the manner in which
the Bill was presented to the House. The
Mfinister for Works, in the course of a speech
of three mintes' duration, threw the Bill
before U.9, tossed a bundle of maps and plans
on the Table1 and askeW us to endorse the
Glovernment 's proposal at the one sitting.

The Minister for Works: I thought the
consideration of the matter would have been
postponed.

Hon. P. ('OLLJER: I protest against the
lackadaisical1 careless, haphazard], don 't-cat-
n-hang manner in which railway Bills have
been presented to Parliament this session.
I would remind the Minister for Works of
the practice adopted in these matters some
years ago. 'When Labour -was in power, and
it was our intention to bring a railway Bill
before Parliament, we invariably bad plans
and. maps hung in the Chamber for weeks
before the Bills were introduced, so that mem-
bers would hare ample time to make them-
selves thoroughly acquainted with rival
routes.

Mr. Pickering: Hear, bear!
Hon. P. COLLIER: In addition, we had

typewritten matter prepared and distributed
among hop. members, giving the fullest in-
formiatioa regarding~ the project. Those de-
tailu included the length, grades, estimated
cost, nature of the country traversed, num-
her of settlers estimated to be served, area
tinder crop, area that would be brought
under cultivation by the vonstruetioa of the
line, and so forth.

Han. W, C. Angwin: We also gave par-
ticulars of the Crown lands in the area.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. Often
weeks elapsed before the Bill was introduced
and members then found themselves in a posi-
tion to discuss the matter intelligently. itow
can hon. meembers deal intelligently with the
present Bill! For my part, and I presume
many other members are in the same posi-
tion, T know nothing about this project be-
yond the fact that it has been spoken of for
some time past. We have had no authentic
official information. What is the use of plac-
lug maps and plans on the Table to-night
when memnbers are asked to deal with the
question straight away? More particularly is
this so. when we rem~ember thnt the Minister
occupied exactly three minutes in moving the
second reading of the Bill.

The Minister for Works: That must be a
n-cord!

Hon. P,. COLLIER?: It would be all very
well if it referred to a railway about which
there wais no doubt.

M r, A . Thomson: A three-minutes
speech seeking the expenditure of 9140,000!

Hon. P. COLLTER-. That is SD. Han,
members should have the fullest information
poss5ible to enable them to arrive at the con-
clusion as to the best route to be adapted.
As it is, we hare no time whatever in which
to study the question. Bills authorisig the
construction of a railway should not be
brought ini for consideration in the dying

hours of a session, There was plenty of time
to have introduced the ibeasure earlier in the
semi2on. When the Minister was introducing
the Bill this evening he said that he was
given to understand that a- number of settlers
in the district desired the line and that a
pennanent survey had not yet been made, al-
though the matter had been under considera-
tion for the past 15 or 20 years! That is
evidence of the casual way in which these
matters are handled. I protest against such
mneth~ods. If the maps were displayed in the
Ch1amber, honi. members would be able to
follow the speeches on the Bill mare intelli-
gently. When one has to refer to rival routes
the plan rolled up on the Table where one
has to go from ''A" to ''B" and from
''IB'' to "C" is of not much value. In3
this way it is practically impossible for mem-
bers to intelligently follow the discussion.
The Minister hans not been fair to the House
in the manner in which he has presented the
Bill. T am not offering an opition ats to
where the line should start, but I do say that
I. am prepared always to give the utmost
eonsidleration to the recommendation of the
Railway Advisory Board, because that board
is composed of men appointed for their special
fitness to examine routes and report for the
benefit of the Government and Parliament.
The findings of that board therefore, should
net be lightly set aside, even though a pro'
misc miade by a Mfinisfer may run counter to
the report. I do not think the Rouse is justi-
fled in authorising the construction of any
more railways at this juncture. Here we are
a dlying Parliament, in the last hours of our
existence, expecting to close down this week,
and we are committing the country to the
construction of railways and the expendi-
ture of large sums of money. That should
not be done. It is really undermining
the principles of responsible- government.
Let the new Parliament, after the voice
of the people has been beard in a few
monthis' time, determine what railways
shouldl be constructed and what routes
should he followed. More particularly
should that he so when We know that some of
these proposed railways--there are three be-
fore 11S now-cannot possibly he consitructed
for many' years to camre. I do not know why
we are always authoris9ingz the construction
of railways years ahead of the period when
they can possibly be constructed. We know
that a railway, anthorised I think 10 years
ago, has not yet been commenced.

The Premier: Eight years ago.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: A year or two is not
much when we are talking in decades. I re-
call the fact, too, that in the Pariameat that
expired in 1911 many railway Bills were
passed, and the House was committed to rail-
way construction amounting to something
like 500 or 600 miles.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: A thousand miles.
Roe. P. COLLIER: For the first three or

four years the Labour Government were in
office they were engaged in constructing rail-
ways to which they had been committed.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And then we were
asked what we did with the money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The principle is
wrong. At the present time six railways
that have been nuthorised have not yet been
conetructed. Most of them, however, are in
course of construction. They represent a
mileaze of 180, and the authority for con-
struction dates back some years. We have
Bills before us now for the authorisation of
the construction of another 160O miles of line.
I estimate that that 160O miles will cost in
round figures. to build, £E1,000,000. I base
that on the overage cost of construction per
mile of recent years.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Hon. P. COLLIER: oh, yes, and I have

averaged it on the estimate given by the
Minister for the construction of the Yarra-
mony-Newearnie line. There is no need foe
us to nuthorise the construction of any fur-
ther railways. Over 12 months ago we auth-
orised the construction of lines that have not
yet been commenced. Therefore where is the
urgency in the dying hours of this Parlia-
ment for the authorisation of the construc-
tion of still further lines. The matter of
railway construction can stand over until
the new Parliament meets. We know well
that not a sod can be turned in connection
with any one of these lines for the next 12
months, and certainly nothing can be done
with regard to them before the new Parlia-
ment assembles in June or July or next year,
a new Rouse that will have the mandate of
the people. I am not disposed to agree to
the passing of any more Railway Bills,
particularly when we remember that we are
the Most overbuilt country in the world in
the matter of railways. There is no
country in the world that has such a great
railway mileage per head of the population
as has Western Australia. We are still pil-
inu up that mileage session after session and
years ahead of any possibility of construc-
tion. The matter therefore might well stand
over for a while. I do not like saying it, but
it looks to me very much like political win-
dow dressing to be passing Bills of this de-
scription just now. Is it necessary we should
indnlee in this? Will anything happen if
these railways, or this particular railway,
tlould stand over until after the elections?
Not a single settler in any part of the State
will be inconvenienced to the slightest degree
if -we do not pass any further railway Bills
this session.

M r. Stubbs: The Premier made a distinct
promise 12 months ago that he would pass
the Bill during this session,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Those settlers will not
gain anything, they will merely be in pos-
session of the knowledge that the Bill has
been passed. The passing of the Bill is no
indication that the railway will be con-
structed immediately.

Mr. Piesse: It is something definite.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The people who are to

be served by the Dwarda-Narrogin railway
had something definite promised eight years
ago, hut that promise was not of much use
to them. There is no need to get ahead of
ourselves in this way. I suppose the Premier
has no doubt about being able to fulfil the
promise after the elections.

The Premier: No doubt at all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course the promise
will hold good, but if misfortune should be-
fall the Premier, we who are now on this side
will undertake to give full consideration to
the promises that he. made when lie was in
office. I am opposed to this railway, and I
protest against the casuial manner in which
the information regarding it was presented
to mnembers.

The PREMIER (Ron. Sir James 'Mitchell
-Northam) [9.25]: 1 do not agree with the
Leader of the Opposition that we want to
make political capital out of this matter. I
do not think the electors are grateful for the
things thnt have 'been done for them; they
hiave a lively sense of favours to come but
little regard for what. has beenx done. I have
a hazy idea that when a Government settle
people on the land, they are responsible to
those people. 11 also have a hazy idea. that
in 1911, having settled people between Won'
gan Hills and Mullewa, the Government felt
it was their duty to ask the House to author-
ise the construction of a railway to serve
those people. So that line was authnrised
and built. It is the duty of Parliament,
after the Government settle people on the
land, to give those people facilities for the
removal of their produce to market. Of
course it would be better if we couald con-
struct lines ahead of settlement, but our
finances have never permitted us to do that.
The responsibility in connection 'with the con-
structidn of railway lines that have been
promised rests with this Parliament end not
with the incoming rarlianient.

Mr. Munsie: The responsibility is with
the incoming Parliament to find the money
with which to build the railways.

The PREMIER: It is always the respon-
sibility of Parliament to find the monn~y to
carry out public works, and if the Govern-
ment of 1911 did leave a considerable mile-
age of railways to he constructed, they did
no more than their duty because those lines
had been anthorised by Parliament. If the
Government of which the Leader of the Op-
position was a member anthorised a cn-
siderablet mileage of railways for the incom-
ing Government to build-
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Mr. Hughes: Would you have supported
themg

The PREMIER: I never opposed the build-
iog of a railway line in the State.

Mr. Mun sic: With the exception of Esper-
ance.

The PREMIER: Yes, with the exception
o t Esperance. By a strange irony of fate,
it was left to me to carry out the .lnvclop-
meat of the Esperance district after the Illae
was built, andi I hope I acted fairly
by the people there. Parliament would
be wanting in its duty if it did
not authorise the construction of this line.
It is true the advisory board recommended
alternate routes. They recommended a line
of 65 miles from K~ondinin to Newdegate,
the other route being from Lake Grace. They
say if the line is to serve Newdegate only, it
should go east. One hon, member said that
we did not want spur lines. The pity is that
we ever did other than run spur lines through
this area. We first built a loop that we
thought would serve all the bind east of the
Great Southern that would grow crops. Then
we found we had not gone far enough and
constructed another loop. Again we found
that we had not gone far enough, and to-day
a line is required still further east. The line-
that will run through the Newdegate country
-will probably have to go east to Lake Damnosa,
and then to Itaveasthorpe. But a spur line
can be run east to the extremnity of settle-
ment and when that is built loops, if required,
can be constructed.

Mr. A. Thomson: Then instead of running
the produce into the natural port of Albany,
it will be taken to Bunburyl

The PREMIER: I should like to take it
to the natural port of Albany if the land b e-
tween Albany and Newdegate justified a rail-
way. The land is being classified and I hope
it -will justify the construction of a. line. I
do not knowr why the hon. member has sud-
denly become so concerned about connectingz
Newdegnte with Albany. This is a line of
30 miles, and it will be necessary, even thouqh
the Newilcgate-Albany line be justified. The
other route from Koadinin to Newdegate is
65 miles, and if that line were built it would
not serve very much country. The Ralsaria
area would certainly not be servea, or only a
very small portion of it. To the east of
Koadii there is a considerable area of good
land, and the line will have to be run ito
that country if it is to be served, not 12%
miles bearing away south after leaving Ron-
dinin, but 65 miles from Kondinia or some
other point on the IRondinin line. T do not
know that the junction would be at Rondinin.
The land to the east would have to be served,
and after using 35 miles of line for the Lake
Grace-Newdegate line, there would be left 30
miles which could be run into the country east
of Rondinin. That is the proper "-ay to open
uip this country. There is an area of land,
not very big, that will not be served by the
Lake Grace line, but will be brought rithin
the range of a railway when the line to the
Ealgaria area is laid. I know the country

east of Jilakin. It is wonderfully good
and it is just outside the 12%-mile radius
now. By building a line to the eatt from a
point somewhere near Kondlain, that land
will be served. We cannot do better than
run the spur lines parallel with each other
into this far eastern territory. It would be
quite wrong to run a line from Kondinin, to
Newdegate because, by so doing, we should
not he opening up nearly so much country as
we can open up by using the 65 miles of
material to construct two spur lines. Then,
too, the country eastward of Lake Grace and
eastward of Kondinin is very much better
than the country between those two places.
The Leader of thle Opposition v as right whea
he said we ought to know what particular
land we intend this line to serve. There are
130,000 acres of land taken up at Newdegate.
A. great deal of it has been cleared and the
land is good. There are also 105,000 acres
of second class land that will make good
sheep country and will grow some crops.

Mfr. Hiclcmott: Will 35 miles of railway
serve all that?

The PREMIER: Yes. Then there are
288,000 acres of third class land that will be
used for stock purposes. It is unfortunate,
that this line, like so many other railways in
this State, will cross a considerable area of
third class land between Lake Grace and
Kewdegate, but it will serrp a great deal of
lend near to Newdegate as well as the land
to %Nhich I have referred. If the land to the
eastward is still to be served, a spur line is
the %,ny to do it. I hope the House will nut
hesitate to pass this Bill. The information
hans not been before memnbers long, but every-
thing about the area is known. In the early
eams very little was known of this district.
There was a good deal of doubt about the
-qeality of the land and it suitableness for
wliert growing. Since then the land has been
tested and ticre is now no doibt whatever
about its wheat-growing capabilities. The
H-omec could not desire any further informa-
tion. It is our duty to see the people are
gularanteed railway lacilites. With the Leader
of the Opposition, I agree that we cannot ask
Parlianecnt to nuithorise any further railways
this session. The land eastward of Kondinin
will have to be considered next session. I
renlite that lines cannot be built in a day or
two, so I do nt suppose there will be any
actual delny )ccasioned by waiting till oext
seson. It is regrettable that wre cannot
build rail ays more cheaply. Once we could
build railways at comp-aratively small cost,
but now material is much dearer.

'.\r. A. Thonison: Do you think this line
will cost £E4000 a mile?

The PRE~IEIR: No; I think a very ligrht
line, something like the wood lines at Kal-
goorlie, will serve these areas very well.

'.\r. -Stubbs: Fifteen hundred pounds a
mile constructed the railway from Kukerin
to Lake Grace.

Mr. T'ndr'wood: And after spending that
£1,500 the Government had to spend another
£31,500 just to fill it up.
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Hon, W. C. Angin: No, they did not.
The PREMIER: We should be perfectly

honest. It is of no use talking of building
a railway for £ 1,600 a mile.

'Mr. Stubbs: Not now.
The PREMTIER: In the dlays to which the

lion, member refers, rails cost about £6.00 per
mile and sleepers cost about half the present
price. To-day rails cost about £1I,000 a mile.
We pay in customs duties £160 per mile on
our rails.

Mr. Underwood: The next Government had
to spend £1,600 a mile to make a railway of
the Goomiallreng.Dowerin line.

The Minister for Works: At one time we
got rails at £4 10s. per ton.

The PREMIE: It will always be nececs-
sary to spend money on strengthening lines,
The Leader of the Opposition referred to the
abnormal mileage of railway in lproportion to
population. Admittedly "e bare a very
great mileage, but 1,000 miles is used to
serve the goldfields. A good deal of the main
line used to serve timber country that can-
not be used for agricultural purposes. I
hope the House will agree that the construc-
tion of this railway is justified. Havinga
settled the people in the district, we have a
responsibility to them.

On motion by Ron. W. C. Angwiis, debate
adjourned.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

BILL-GERALU)TON HARBOUR WORKS
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOB WORKS (Ron. W. J.
George-Murray-Wellington) [9.431 in mov-
ing the second reading said: The railway I
am asking the House to assent to is only a
short length of a little over a mile. It is re-
quired fur the construction of the Oeraldton
harbour works. It is necessary to continue
the present line terminating at the Geraldton
station along the shore to enable plant and
material to be conveyed to the spot where it
is to he used for the harbour construction
work. When the extension of the ti-eraldton
harbour was under consideration, it was
thought that this railway would be regarded
asR an extension of a siding, hut it hafs been
decided by the Crown Law Department that
as it is an extension of a line and will be a
permanent location, Parliament should be
asked to assent to the construction. The rail-
way will enable the traffic to be run from the
existing railway yard to the site of the new
harbour works. The estimated cost of the
line and sidings is £10,000 and it is provided
for in the harbour vote. I move--

That the Bill be nowi read a second time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [9.45): I
support the Bill, notwithstanding that we are
a dying Parliament, and notwithistanding the
declaration of the Leader of the Opposition

that "-e should leave all these railway Bill
to the voice of the people or to another Par-
linient. I recognise no"-, as I have recog-
nised for ninny years, the importance of build-
ing a harbour at Geraldton. Whether it be
in the dying hours of a Parliament or in the
earliest hours of a Parliament after its birth,
neil~ers should endeavour to anthorise works
that are for the advantage of the State.

Mr. Lutey: There is a difference between
this railway and the previous one.

Yr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, hut the prnciple
as regards the dying hours of Parliment is
the samne. If I1 am in the new Parliament, I
will support this railway again. I may not
he in the new Parliament, but, allowing for
that, I support the present Bill as T am in the
present Parliament.

M.\r. MONEY (Bunbury) [9.48]: 1 have the
greatest pleasure in supporting this Bill for
the construction of even a short railway in
t-unnection with the Geraldtoa harbour. The
State owes a first duty towards the construc-
tion of what I termn outer harbours or district
harhours, and more especially at the present
juncture. We have constructed and are con-
structing thousands of miles of railway, but
upl to date we have for this vast territory of
ours only one first-class harbour. Let any-
thing happen whereby that harbour would be
closed and disused, and what would become
of the commerce of Western Australia?

M, fr. Underwood: We have lots of harbours
in the North-West.

MI-. 'MONEY; Undoubtedly we have many
localities suitable for harbour purposes, but
it remanlis for us to appreciate the fact that
for the vast territory of Western Australia
we have only one first-class harbour.

Thme DEPrTY SPEAKER: We are not dis-
cussing harbours.

Mr. MON'.\EY: I am giving lay reasons, Sir,
for believing that it is necessar- to establish
harbour facilities outsidle one centre. -No
country can become great without a dccx-
tralisation of hiarbours. This Bill represents
a step towards that deeentralisation which I
consider absolutely necessary to Western
Australia.

Hon. W. C. AS-GWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.511]: The member for Pilbara.
(Mr. Underwood) tried to he funny. For
him, as for myself, it is impossible to intro-
duce any humour into a debate. He pointed
out that lie thought it was the duty of Par-
liament. in spite of what the Leader of the
Opposition had said, to pass railway Bills
which lion. members considered to he for the
advantage of the State. B3ut he forgot that
the vote for this work was passed several
years ago. This is not a new work at all.

'Mr. Underwood: What is the Bill for,
then?

Jfuii. W. C. A'NGWIN: In the general
war of working, this line haes been used ag
a iliht live in connection with the Oeraldton
harbour. As thme Minister clearly stated, the
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Crown Low IDepartment hare advised that as
the line will probably become part of the
Government railway system, Parliamentary
sanction is necessary, If, as in the caue of
moost construction works, a light line had
merely been put down, the Bill would not
have been introduced at all. The member for
Pilbara htas failed to realise the difference
betwe~a providing means for the carryi ng out
of wor-ks already authorised, and providing
the nseans for -arrying out new works involv-
ing hundreds of thousands of pound. But
no member knows that better Than the mem-
ber for Pilbara. No member has growled
more than that hon. member regarding the
responsibhil ities put on Giovernmaents, who had
no say in respect of certain works except to
find thle money for them. This is a work for
which Parliament has already jurovided. The
work has been on the E stimates for three
years, and it was started nearly two years
age. That is an entirely different matter
from imposing on another Parliament, and in
all probability another Government, the re-
sponsibility of finding millions of money for
works when no one, not even the Government,
knlows to-day where the money is to be ob-
tMed. That is a wrong attitude to take.
Certainly it is not an attitude that a dying
Parliament should take.

'Mr. Piesse: You left a fair legacy. The
Wyndham MeaIft Works, for instance.

Hon. AV. C. AN\GWTN:\' That legacy was
carried at thle commencement of a Parlia-
ment. a Parliament in which we had a ma-
jority (luring 12 months of its existence.
Unfortunate-ly, through circunstances over
which we had no control, we lost one of our
members. Thereupon the hon. snensher in-
terjecting, through corruption, turned us out,
and so we had not the opportunity of carry-
ina out the works which we had introduced.
That is an entirely different -natter. The
object of the presenit Bill is merely to enable
the Government to carry oit a work for
which Parliament has already provided.

Nir. L~AMBERT (t oolgardie) [9.561: 1
support the second reading. Tn contradis-
tinction to the previous Bill, this nmes-'nre is
merelyv a natural corollnry to the authiorisa-
tion for the ernistrum-tion of the (3eraldton
harbour works. In no way can the proposal
under this Bill he compared with the- Lxpen-
diture of a large sumn of money, as suggested
by the nmember for Pilbaira (Mr. Under-
wooad). The MYinister for Worksi I's ex-
plained that tbe Government could put in
this railway, but that as it will become port
and parcel of the permanent construction of
tile (lcralilton harbour works, Parliamentary
authority is nevuled for it. I amr not rinmiud-
full of whtthe Government hare done, or of
the ersonal intere~t taken by the 'Minister
for Wrrksq in the matter of providing the
gnu' t ilahnds with s:uitable harbour facili-
ties. Bet in this connection the Rouse
shouldl not forget the valuable work dlone by
the member for fleraldton (Mr. Wilcock).

That work, coupled with his unswerving ad-
;-waev of the provision of water supplies in
Gecrnltoa, must always stanld to his credit.

Tb,- Minister for Works: Hear, bear!

Mr. LAMBE~RT: That view is, I am sure,
endlorseil by all members who xnow the un-
selfish work Air. Willeock bas done. It would
be a pity if Parliament took the words spoken
in this leiV)-tc* by the Lender of thle Opposi-
tion 15 indicating in asny way that his objec-
tions could apply to a %mall1 work of this
description. It is necessary to refer to that
aspect, because it has been" metitioned by the
nmembher for Pilbara.

'.%r. WmtLCOCs (Geraldton) [9.59]: 1
also s~up port the second reading of the Bill.
I do not believe in flogging anything to
death. Every member who has spoken has
supported the measure, though T was pre-
pared for some opposition. With regard to
the work to which the Bill refers, the money
has been authorised by Parliament under a
Loan Bill. Therefore, this measure repre-
sents an entirely differcnt proposition from
previous measures which have come before
the House to-day. The money for this line
has already been found, and all that is
necesary is to give legislative effect to the
ecnstruction. In the case of the other pro-
posalIs brought forward to-day, it is necessary
to find funds at some future date. A s thle
line tinder consideration will become part or.
the railway system, it is necessary to have
legislative authority for the working of the
line. To obtain that authority now is just as
good as to obtain it in two or three years'
time. The Government could have used the
line as. a tramway for the construction of the
harbour works, and eventually brought in a
Bill like the present. There would have been
no harm in that. However, as the Crown
Law Department have advised that a Bill
f or the construction of the line will be re-
quired at some time, and as the expenditure
inqs been already authori-~d by Parliament,
there is no reason why the prese nt Bill shrub-I
not pass through the House straight away.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ll Committee, etc.
Bill passed throug-h Committee without de-

bate, reported %%ifhlit .)wttaliiieat, rn'Ti the
reperrt adopted.

Read a third time and trnsnitted to thei
Council.

RTLL-FRTENDLY X(ICTETTES AC'T
AM fE' NI EX T.

Thirfl Reading.

Read a third time and returned to the
Council withi amendments.

1961



38621 [ASSEMLBLY.]

BILL-(HAINGE OF NAMIE REGULA-

Second Rtadiay.

lion. %W. C. ANUGIXI (North-East Fre-
mantle) L10.5] ini moving the econd read-
lag siaid: This is a short Bill, and its pro-
visions. are very clearly Mtated. It has been
found that quite a number of lorsons by
changing their names evadle their legal lia-
bilities, particularly those persons who do-
sert their wives and families. In the State
Children Department the greatest difficulty
lies in finding absconding fathers on ac-
count of whom the State is called upon to
pay tlLO~sandb of pounids annually in the
maintenance of children. If only because of
the east to the State, steps should be taken
to prevent such personls changing their names,
cxcept by registration. The maintenance
officer hs, said he i-s satisfied that mny eb-
sconding fathers evade service of Sunimons by
chtanging their names. When I was in con-
trol of the State Children Department I
found that the police had great difficulty in
tracing inany absconding fathers, because
they repeatedly changed their names, leaving
the State to carry their responsibilities. The
Taxation LDepartment also is affected, he-
enuxse many lpersons evade their taxation by
changing their names. I regard that as sec-
ondary in importance to the other reason for
thle Bill. Still, itmeaus higher taxation for those
who do pay. To-day persons can change their
namies by deedl poll, costing in all about £10.
tUnder the Bill one's name can be changed at
a cost of £E1, There w-ill be no need to go
through the legal process; a person wishing
to change his nne can go to the Attorney
General or Minister for Justice and have the
new name registered. Except under the
Police Act, there is in existence no law against
the use of a wrong name, but under the Bill
a penalty is provided for the use of an as-
sunied name without registration. That pen-
alty is a fine of £25, or imprisonment for
thre,' mouths. The officers of the State Chill-
dren Department are firmly of opinion that
the imprisonment penalty is very necessary
if the difficulties of the past are to he re-
moved.

Ifr, Underwood : Does the Bill apply to
Christian names as well as to surnames?

H~on. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes, to any name.
I meve-

Tha-t tin- Bill be now rood a Second time.

Mr, MYONEY (Bunbury) [10.12]: I notice
that in Clause 2 reference is made to the
Registrar of Tranqft ra To-day we have no
such officer, although of course we have a re-
gistrar of Titles and Deeds. Apparently this
has been taken from an old Ordinance
passed in 1S5O, when we had a Registrar of
Transfers.

Question put mid passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Comit tee, Ce.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

IThe Speal er resumed the Chair.]

MUTION-APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEM.

To iiuire by Royal Conianissivn.

Debate resumed from the 3rd October on
the following motion by Mr. Davies:-

Thot in tihe opinion of is loitse a
Royal Commission should be appointed to
iNquirfe generally into the apprenticeship
question.

The PRE'M ER (Hon. Sir Jaives Mitchell
-Northamn) [10.16): I do not oppose the
motion. Something in this regard is wanted.
Many of our young people are seeking ein-
ployment and cannot get it. tinder our edu-
cation system many hays do not leave school
until they are 16, hut they fid it difficult to
obtain enuploynient. There is no aceonunio-
dation for them in office, and they have no
opportunity to learn a trade. *We want pro-
perly trained artisans. In almost every trade
there is a shortage of skilled workmen. I
do not know why there are so few appren-
tices, and why so few of our young people
learn trades. The youth of the country should
be encouraged to the apprenticeship system
so that they uiay learn a trade. There is a,
growing demand in this State for trade,:-
men. In some of our trades the artisans en-
gaged in them are all growing old.

'.%r. "McCallum: To what trade do you
refer?

The PREIER: To the bricklaying trade.
Tt is not right we should bring artisans into
the country when our education system is
such that by the timie a boy leaves school at
the age of 15 or 16 hie is fitted to become a
first class tradesman. If boys could get the
opportunity they would avail themselves of
it, but they do not get it. W~e want to know
what can be done to give them the oppor-
tunity. Day after day boys nrc leaving
school. Some of them go on the land, some
into offices and shops, but many of them
would prefer to become tradesmen. That
wouild be better for them. They get better
paid as tradesmen than in the other avoca-
tions I have mentioned. I should be glad to
see a Royal Commission appointed to go into
the matter. We hav'e all given a great deal
of thought to it, and are coner~ned ahout
the young men of the country. If we can
help ti-em by this means it will be a good
thing to do so. Day by day we findl splen-
did young fellows seeking jnhs. When they
are young they get fairly good pay in offices
and shops, but these jobs mean nothing to
them in the future. If we, can help by this
means we should do so. Snmetipinq ought to
be done to enable a greater number of our
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young men to learn tAdes. It would be more
beneficial to the State than if they went into
offices or did other work of that kind. I
hope the Rouse will agree to the motion.

Mr. MCCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[10.20]: It may be as well if we review the
circumstances that gave rise to the moving
of this motion. In a speech he made to the
House the member for Guildiford (Mr. Davies)
accused trades unions of adopting an attitude
debarring young men front becoming appren-
tices and learning trades.

Mr. A. Thomson: Why continue with that
if we get the Commission?

Mr. MeCALLUM :. I wish to show the
motive of the hon. member.

Mr. Mann: The ultimate end is good.
Mr. 'McGALLUM: That is all right.
M r. Aunsie: Of course it is not a right

thing to criticise his statements now. He did
blame the trades unions.

Mr. lMcCALLUM : I will support this
motion, if only to further expose the false
arguments that have been put forward
blaming trades unions for the existing con-
ditions.

Hon. P. Collier: They are generally blamed,
and wrongfully so.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The member for Guild-
ford blamed the unions for having denied
boys the right to learn trades. He specially
appealed to the iron, trades unions, and said
the time had arrived when they could relax
their rules or regulations, awards or agree-
ments that limited the number of apprentices,
in order that more boys might be employed
in the trades. Hle particularly mentioned the
Midland Junction workshops. When members
on this side of the House interjected that this
was not the fault nf the unions, and that the
employers were to blame-

Mr. A. Thomson: Not all of them.
Mr. McOALLIJM: The bon. member's

section of employers was the greatest
offender.

Mr. Munsie: Even greater than the Mid-
land Junction workshops.

Mr. MoCALLJMe: When it was shown by
this side of the House that the position had
not arisen through the stand taken by the
unions, the member for Guildford asked a
nunmber of questions in order to disprove
the truth of the interjections from this side.
Hle asked the Minister for Railways how
many apprentices the Commissioner was en-
titled to employ at the Midland Junction
workshops, and how many he was employ.
ing, in order to prove that there was no
ground for the view adopted by the Opposi-
tion. The answer by the Minister showed
that there were vacancies for over 100
apprentices.

Mr. Munsie: For 113.
Mr. McfCALLUTM: The Commissioner was

entitled to take on that number, but did not
avail himself of the opportunity.

Mr. Munsie: And there were 86 applica-
tions from boys to become apprentices at
that time.

Mr. McCALLUM: Not satisfied with that,
the hon. member asked the Minister for
Works what the situation was at the State
Implement Works, and received the reply
that there were vacancies for about 60
apprentices. Ile was also told by the Mlin-
ister that if these apprentices had been
taken on at the State Implement Works the
tradesmen would have been thrown out of
work. The hon. member, the refore, had his
answer. He then tried to cover up the
situation by asking for the appointment of
a Royal Commission. I have no objection
to the most minute examination into the
situation, for I am confident the unions will
receive the backing of every fair-minded
Commissioner. The Premier has said that
in the bricklaying trade most of the work-
men are old, and that there are very few
young men learning the trade.

The Premier: I am told that.
Mr. 'McOALLUM: The Premier is fairly

right. Builders and contractors, however,
will not take apprentices, and yet they say
the trades unions are to blame. The Director
of Technical Education convened a confer-
ence some years ago.

Mr. A. Thomson:- Do you think a boy
ought to be bound to a bricklayer for five
years?

Mr. McCALLUM: That question should
be left to those who are engaged in the
industry and understand it,

Mr. Mann: Do not all these conditions
suggest the necessity for a Royal Conunis-
sion?

Mr. MeCALL'IM:. 1 am not opposing it.
Hon. P. Collier: Is there any reason why

the hon. member should not deal with the
subject?

Mr. MOCALLUM: I see no necessity for a
Royal Commission. An inquiry takes place
in the case of nearly every application that
is made to the Arbitration Court for an
award as to the position of the trade unions,
of the enmployers, and of the apprentices.
Each trade is investigated already by that
court as the applications come forwvard.
Every time the employers and unionists
meet to fix up an agreement, this is gener-
ally the main bone of contention between
them, that is, the number of apprentices to
be employed. This sort of thing goes on
almost weekly. I do not know whom We
shall find capable of giving the subject a
more complete, thorough and impartial in-
vestigation than the miembers of the Arbi-
tration Court.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the point.
Mr. A. Thomson: What do you think is a

fair proportion of apprentices?
'Mr. McGALLUM: That is a matter for

the industry concerned. What will suit one
will not suit another. If an industry is
growing the matter should be viewed fromn
a standpoint different from that of an
established industry. In my own branch of
the printing trade there is only one
apprentice to six journeymen. Very few of
the apprentices, that have been turned out
during the last 20 years, have been able to
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get employment at their trade, even on this
proportion, and have had to seek fresh fields
in order to obtain a livelihood, in other
trades that are growing, the court is now
fixing a proportion of one to three or one
to two. Everything depends on the evi-
dence that is brought forward.. In actual
fact, there is a Com,,mission inquiring into
each particular trade as it comes before the
court. There are those who argue there
should be no - limiitation p~laced upon the
number of apprentices.

The Premier: There must be a limitation.
Mr. McCALLJM : Yes, if a boy is to be

taught his trade. Tibe mutst be a limitation
in the interests of the apprentices, the trade,
anti the tradesmen. I have taught apprentices
and have served my apprenticeship. In our
trade we have a tine docket to make up), and
we have to account for every minute we work
during the eight hours 45 minutes. We have
to fill up a docket each day, and the time is
checked in the office. If a man spends over-
time on any job he gets a "'please explain.''

The Colonial Secretary: A' "please ex-
plain"7 is unknown with good workmen.

Mr. MeCALLUX: If that argument is
correct the Minister cannot have had many
good workmen in his business.

The Colonial Secretary: That is wrong.
Mr. UeCALLUM :The interjection is

wvrong. An apprentice has to be alongside a
journeyman in order that he wiay learn the
trade. In my trade a journeyman is not
allowed any time off in order to teach thq
apprentice. He has to carry the apprentice
hinmself. Whlen lie has to work to a time docket
it is natural that the apprentice should be
shared between two or three journeymen. He
is generally placed between two good men, so
that they can supervise We work and give
him tuition. Tf there was one apprentice to
each journeyman, no apprentice would have
a possible chance of becoming a competent
tradesman.

.Mr. A. Th~omson : That is a debatable
point.

Mr. McCALiLUM: I am speaking of my'
own trade, to which I served an appentice-
ship and in which I have taught apprentices.
In the interests of apprentices, the limitation
should take effect. Inquiries should be made
for the purpose of learning from each trade
what number of apprentices it can absorb.
The years during which a lad is under in-
dentures, from 16 to 21, are the most valu-
able years of his life. They are the years
during which he has to fit himself for his
future struggle for existence. 1ff he is taught
a trade that cannot absorb him, that does
not give him scope for employment after his
apprenticeship is finished, thoem years are
wasted. Such a position is most unfair to the
lad, as well as putting an unfair tax on the
journeyman who teacehes him. It leads the
lad himself into blind-alley employment, In
connection with an unskilled trade a lad gets
higher wages during the years from 16 to 21
than he would get if serving an apprentiee-
ship. In Western Australia secondary induns-

tries are so limited &aut they do not afford
scope for apprenticeship. H-ow many score
of apprentices have learnt their trade here
and then have had to go to the Eastern States
to obtain employment? Scores and scores of
thenm.

The Colonial Secretary: Scores of trades-
mTen have come here from the East.

Mr. MeCALLUM: And scores of appren-
tires have left this State for the Eastern
States. Our young lads should he taught
.4otic business that wvill enable then, to assist
in bringing this country forward, instead of
an employment that will involve their going
away elsewhere to obtain work. The latter
course is not economically sound. Outside
the building trade, no Western Australian
trade has yet been able to prove that it has
not sufflcient apprentices to meet the demand.
From the aspect of the motion, the Arbitra-
tion Court is an annual Royal Commission,
most of the awards being yearly arrange-
ments. Thus the court inquires into the posi-
tion cacti year. The easm is stated from both
sides. That has been going on for many
years. I do not know how much further a
Royal Commission will get towards a solu-
tion of the apprenticeship question than the
Arbitration Court has been able to do.

Mr. Mann: Do you think the position is
better now ihan in the past as regards enm-
p.loyment for apprentices?

Mr. McCALLUM: No. I do not see
much chance of secondary industries growing
in Western Australia. I anm sorry to have to
say it. No one who understands the position
will agree that every applicant for appren-
ticesihip should be taken on. The safe limita-
tioii for each trade is ascertained now through
the Arbitration Court. As regards the build-
ing trade, the Arbitration Court cannot con,-
pet the employers in that trade, or in any
other trade, to take on any number of appren-
tices. The employers in the building trade
have stuck out bard and fast that they will
not take apprentices, because they cannot
guarantee the apprentices continuity of em-
ployment. The employers say they take a
contract fo-day, and may have a run for a
year or two.

Mr. A. Thomson: What about the improver
System?

Mr. .MeCALtI2I: I will not h~ave that
system on my mind. I have made too close
a study of the situation ever to agree to the
improver system. Many years ago the Arbi-
tration Court, having examined the question,
decided definitely and clearly against the im-
prover system.

Mr. A. Thomson: That does not say the
court was right, all the same.

Mr. 'McCALLUM: On that question, 95
per cent, of the employers in this country
agree with, th. Arbitration Court, and do not
want improvers. The improver system is de-
signed to supply cheap labour. It is the
ruination of young men. They have no hope
in life as improvers. The improver systema
absolutely represents a blind alleyv. 'The
Arbitration Court will Dot permait the im-
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prover system, and the unions will never
tolerate it. In my judgment, the system of
supervision and control and examination of
apprentices set up by our Arbitration Court
uinder the existing law has nothing to compare
with it in any part of Australia. I believe
it to be the finest system in vogue.

Mr. Pickering: But it does not give results.
Mr. -MeCALLUM: Within our limited

sp~here we are turning out some of the finest
tradesmen in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Pickering: But not the numbers.
.Mr. JMcCALLUIV: Can the hon. member

name ally trade here that is not turning oat
enough tradesmen for its requirements?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 'There cannot be
anu-ment between hon. members.

Ifr,. MeCALLTJM: The building trade is the
only one that tan possibly be cited, and there
the matter is entirely in the hands of the
employers. The carpenters' union, with which
I was associated, asked the Arbitra-
tin Court to make it mandatory upon
the employers to take on :a certain number
of' apprentices proportionate to the number
of journeymen employed. The employers
raised the point that the court had no juris-
diction to do so, and the court made no order.
The employers will not employ apprentices,
and that is the reason why so few apprentices
aire coming on. The unions will not tolerate a
lot of cheap labour being introduced, and the
tradesmen cannot carry the whole burden of
teaching apprentices.

Mr. A. Thomsn: They do not carry the
burden.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM:; I can easily show that
thev do. Employers stand off and say they will
not take the responsibility of employing ap-
prentices, and then, because no tradesmen are
coming forward, the employers abuse the trade
unions. I attended a conference years ago
when we offered the builders and contractors
to permit the exchange of apprentices between
contractors so that the contractor who had no
work to do could transfer his apprentices to
the contractor who had a Job, and thus main-
bain continuity of training.

Mr. A. Thomson: You know that eon-
tractors. do itot work well together, but gen-
orally work against each other.

Mr. MeCALiLUM: The employers would not
Ii.4ema to that proposal- Their only idea was
to transfer the responsibility to others. They
contended that the Government or the tech-
ieal school directly should accept the re-
spongibility for training the apprentices.
That was the only argument they put up.
The complaint is made now that the shortage
ol' tradesmen is due to the trades unions not
allowing enough apprentices, yet the em-
ployers themselves are responsible for the
position.

Mr. Mfann: In the motor trades, men aire
simply takien on, and they start straight off
ait the job.I

'Mr. MeOALLt'21 But that is only assem-
blinit work.

Mr. M.%ann:. They do turning as well.

Mr. MeCALL'UM: If they do thit work,
the engineers' award will cover them. Mere
astsemnbling is not classed as skilled work.

Mr. A. Thomson: But the employers have
to pay enough for it.

'r. MeGALLUM: The Arbitration Court
inquires into all sections af trade when the
industrial position has to be reviewed fronm
time to time. I do not know how far the
Royal Commission could go. I do not know
what good it could do except that it might
oxpose the fallacious arguments used by the
employers to place the blame Upon the trades
unions regarding the shortage of apprentices.
Apart from that, I do not know that it could
do any iuwre than the existing Arbitration
Court.

Hon. P. Collier: flow will the Royal Com-
mission be constituted? Will there be one
man, or will representatives from both sides
be appointed as well?

M~r. MeCALLUM: The Premier has not
-given any indication as to what he proposes
on that point. We do not know whether
there i~s to be a single commissioner or whether
the trades unions and the employers are to
each appoint a representative to sit on. the
Commission, with an independent chairman.
Apparently the only trades that require in-
vestigation are those connected with building
operations.

Mr. Mann: Apart from the iron and. steel
trades, do you not think other industries
should be inquired into, seeing that new in-
dustries are springing up?

Mr. MeCAALLUMA: If they are, they should
he inquired into. What opportunity can the
'Royal Conunission have to inquire into these
matters that is net available to the Ar-
bitration Court. There is no activity in
Western Australia tbat the court does not
investigate before issuing an award. If the
employers are not satisfied with the number
of apprentices a trades union agrees to, the
matter is taken to the court and the position
investigated so that a decision may he given.
In the building trades, however, the employers
say they do not care what the unions do, they
will not employ apprentices. I do not know
that there is any power vested in the Arbi-
tration Court to force the employers to take
apprentices. It would be as well for the
Premier to givre us en indication as to the
constitution of the Commission.

The Premier: I am willing to discuss. that
wi th she Leader of the Opposition.

M~r. McCALLUMIN: If the inquiry is to be
directed to the manufacturing trades, it will
merely be a repetition of the work the Arbi-
tration Court is doing. The unions are not
anxious to turn out too many apprentices.

The Premier: Tt would] he as well to avoid
that.

'Mr. MeTCALLIJM: What would be the use
of teaching a boy a trade in which he could
not get employment?

The Premier: That would be no good.
Mr. MleCALLUM: As to the training of

apprentices, the Arbitration Court has ex-
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aminers who see that the apprentices are pro-
perly taught, and collect all necessary infor-
mation so that the court, when making a new
award, knows what progress has been made.
If the employment of apprentices is to be
made compulsory, we will find objection raised
by the employers, particularly by those who
have spasmodic employment. Apart from Mil-
lays' Timber and Trading Co. and, perhaps a
few others, I do not know that many em-
ployers in these trades have inside works
where the apprentices can be employed at
times when operations outside are slack. I
have had many conferences with various se-
tions of employers regarding the apprentice-
ship question. There are enough apprentices
to meet the requirements of all trades apart
from the building trade.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R.
S. Sampson-Swan) [10.48]: I do not wish
to blame either the unions or the employers
for the position regarding apprentices, I
support the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion to deal with the matter, because it is ur-
gently needed. Great difficulty is experienced
in Australia in placing boys in various trades.
Frequently we see tradesnmen from overseas
appointed to do work an Australian-born
should have had the opportunity of securing.
Because of this, we find our youths forced
to take work for which they have no natural
aptitude. Many are forced to take up un-
skilled labour of a non-paying character. 1
agree with the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. McCallum) that the improver has dis-
appeared from the industrial sphere, and lion.
members need not discuss that aspeet any
further. I know something about the print-
ing industry, and for ninny years I acted as
examiner for the employers under appoint-
ment by the Arbitration Court. With the
union examiner, I examined a large number
of apprentices. I have attended many
printers' conferences in the Eastern States,
and I know that the Western Australian
trained lad is equal to the best of Australian
boys. With our great development, there is
urgent need for the training of our boys as
blacksmiths, mechanics, harness and leather
workers, electricians and in many other avo.
cations. The number of our factories is in-
creasing, and with that increase there is in-
creasing also the difficulty of finding skilled
hands. At present it is impossible to obtain
linoty-pe operators. This is one of the most
attractive of occupations. The hours are
light, 40 on night work and 42 on day work,
with a minimum of £6 6s. or £.6 16s., as the
case may be. There is a shortag~e in that in-
dustry. Yet a lad who learned his trade in
my office became profict in 15 months.

Ron. P. Collier: As a linotype operatorl
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: From the beginning?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Mr. McCallum: There are tricks in every

trade.
Hon. P. Collier: What is the average period

requiredt

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
term for an apprentice is five years. I do
not think so long a time is necessary. The
journeyman is always better than the ap-
prenices. He has a sense of responsibility.
Of course, the moment a lad comes out of his
time there is a big improvement in him. 1
congratulate the member for Guildford (Mr.
Davies) on having brought forward the mo-
tion. The unions and the, employers might
well get together and consider the position.
The unions may deem it desirable to allow
a greater number of apprentices, and it should
be obligatory on the employers to engage as
many apprentices as are permitted by the
award. Many employers will not have ap-
prentices, being of opinion that it is not pro-
fitable to employ them. I hope the Commis-
sion will be appointed and that it will re-
suit to the benefit of the Australian boy, par-
ticularly the boy of Western Australia.

Mr. A. TH4OMSON (Katanning) [10.551 1
have pleasure in supporting the motion. 1
may not be au fait with the position in the
imetropolitan area, but I know what is being
done in the country districts, and I believe
the majority of those learning trades in West-
ern Australia are in the country districts.
It is debatable whether the unions should not
give some consideration to the improver sys-
tem. Improvers, we are told, are not benefi-
cial. Under the existing system in the build-
ing trado an injustice is being done, not only
to the boys, but to their parents also. A boy
should be paid according to what he is worth.
A boy is apprenticed to learn, say, bricklay-
ing. He starts at l0s. or 15s. per week, and
his wages increase by s. or 10s. annually.
If the boy is not worth £1 a week when he
starts, he is not worth having.

Mr. Hughes: Is there anything to stop the
employer paying him £1?

Mr. A. THOMSON: There is nothing to
prevent him from paying £10 if lbe is foolish
enough to do it. I am speaking in the in-
terests of the boys, dealing with the position
confronting the boys' parents. The boys
should he kept out of the blind alleys of em-
ployment. Boys working for me have said,
"You are paying me only 15s. a'veek. I
can get 30s. a week bottle-washing.'' I have
replied, ''Yes, but in four or five years time
you will still be earning 30s. a week bottle-
washing. Why not stay here and learn your
trade?'' The proposed Commission should
consider the shortening of the period for the
learning of certain trades. The Colonial
Secretary says a boy can become a proficient
linotype operator in 15 months.

Mr. Hughes: But the Colonial Secretary
would not pay him full wages at the end of
15 months.

Mr. A. THO'MSON: Tf the Commission is
appointed, the unions should permit in the
building trade the system of one man one
boy. If a boy be placed with three men, his
training is nobody's business, and he becomes
a mere handy boy to the man with whom he
is working. But, given a boy to himself, the
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tradesman will teach that boy and will not
allow any other man to impose upon him. In
the interests of the boys themselves it would
be far better if we had one boy to each
tradesman.

'Mr. Hughes: We should soon have a lot
of tradesmen out of work.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member
voices the fear of the unions that we shaUl be
getting too many workmen. To-day those
who are suffering most are not the trades-
mcei. The man who has a trade can always
pick up some sort of a job.

Mr. Hughes: I know two boys that served
their tizve in the printing trade and have
been out of work for 12 months.

Mr. A. THOMSON: More shame to them!
There is other work offering.

The Colonial Secretary: There is plenty
of printing work.

Mr. Hughes: Where?
The Colonial Secretary: I shall tell the

hon. member privately.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The commission should

seriously consider the question of allowing
inmprovers, particularly in the building trade.
I was not apprenticed, and scores of other
efficient tradesmen were not bound to an ap-
prenticeship for a specific term. What better
example could we wish than that of the
traineesi Quite a large number of men that
started as trainees are to-day earning the fall
rate of wage, and are equal to many men that
served a five years' apprenticeship.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They learnt under
exceptional circumstances, and were good
men.

Mr. A. THOMASON : I admit that, but it
can be dlone. Boys nowadays are not per-
mitted to leave school until they reach the
age of 14, and quite a large number remain
at school until they arc 16. The average boy
could learn the general run of bricklaying in
three years. The foreman bricklayer in
charge of my work started with me as a boy,
and amongst my men earning journeymen's
wages are some that started as boys with me
and were not apprenticed. I believe in pay,-
ing the boys what they earn and what they
are entitled to. I am strongly opposed to the
payment of premiums, which is a Wicked im-
position that should be prohibited by law. I
trust the commission will result in good. The
unions and the employers should come to-
gether and endeavour to provide facilities for
our boys to learn trades, so that the youths
of the State may be kept out of the blind
alleys into which, unfortunately, so many of
them are drifting.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [11.5] 1
move an amendment-

That the following words bre added to the
,notion:-''ond also into the question of
articles in the professions."

Certain trades called professions have
sueceeded in surrounding themselves with a
east iron wall.

The Colonial Secretary: A cast iron wall!

Mr. HUGHES: If an inquiry is to be
held-and I have no objection to it-it
should cover the whole scope of employment
for boys. Recently it was rumoured that the
Colonial Secretary intended to introduce a
Bill to amend the Dentists Act, since which
I have been interviewed by at least 20
people representing the different interests
in dentistry. T do not know whether the
statements made to me are true, but one
was that dentists in the Terrace are charg-
ing £150 premium to apprentice a boy. The
Scale Of remuneration is exceedingly low;
in the first year a boy receeves 5s. per
week, while in the fourth and fifth years he
gets only 35s. A further complaint is that
some dentists have as many as four appren-
tices. I am not sure whether they are called
apprentices in their articles.

The Colonial Secretary: They are,
Mr. HUGHES: What chance has the son

of the working man to get articled to the
profession of dentistryl Yet we all know
the profession is starved; there are not
enough dentists to meet requirements and
people have to pay enormous foes to get
their teeth attended to. Before a boy can
become a chemist, he must be articled to a
chemist in an open shop, and I understand
some of the firms arc demanding as much
as £200 premium to apprentice a boy.

Capt. Carter: Are they getting it?
Mr. HUGHES: I understand they are; a

friend of mine told me be had to put up
£,200 to he apprenticed.

Capt. Carter: Did a friend of yours have
£200?

Mr. HUGOHES: He was one of the few
that have money. A boy may learn at the
technical school to be an analytical chemist,
but he cannot set up as a pharmaceutical
chemist unless he has served his articles.

Mr. Davies: Nor can you become a trades-
man by learning at the Technical School.

Mr. HUGHES: I could go to a job to-
morrow and tell the boss I was a carpenter,
and if he liked to employ vie the men would
not raise any objection. Of Course, if I Were
not competent, I would not be retained. If
I bought books, and purchased timber, I
could by practising at home reach a certain
degree of efficiency.

The Premier: You would have to buy a
lot of timber.

Mr. Lamnbert: He would only need to
practise on the beads of some of your sup-
porters.

Mr. HUGHES: I could never become as
efficient in juggling timber as the Premier
tias become in juggling the finances of the
State.

The Premier : Wbat do you mean by
juggling?

Mfr. HUGHES: I mean stating figures in
such a way as to make it appear to the
Public that the position is other than it
really is.

The Minister for Agriculture: What has
that to do with apprentices?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 'The bon. member
must speak to the point.
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Mr. Davies:. You should object to that,
Mr. Premier. I

The Premier: I Jo not object.
Mbt. HUGHES:, The Premier knows it is

true. We notice what a change of front
there is when. we reach the sacred profes-
sions. The member for Katanning (Mr. A.
Thomson) wants the improver system. When
we come to the professions, those that are
beyond the reach of the workers, there is
a different atmosphere and things are
viewed from a different aspect.

Mr. A. Thomson: I said I was opposed to
premiums. What more do you want?

Mr. HUGHES:- When a man reaches
middle age and desires to become a pharms-
ceutical chemist, and attains the necessary
qualifications, why should he be debarred
from following his beat, simply because he
cannot serve in articles for five years at a
premium of £200, and live on an allowance of
5s. a week?

Mr, Lainbert: He should be licensed to
poison. people like amyone else.

Mr. HIUGHES: Now we come to the legal
profession. It is almost impossible for the
son of a ntorkman to become a lawyer in
Western Anstralia. After the lad matriculates
at the L'nixcrsity, which hoe cannot do until
he reaches the age of 16, his father has to
put down a& premium of 150 guineas or 200
guineas for him to be articled to some solici-
tor.

Mr. Money: Hle could do it by long service.
Mr. HUGHES: 'For the first three years

the boy's services are generally given free,
but the father has to keep him all that time,
as well as pay the premium.

Mr, Money: That would not make him a
lawyer.

MAr. HUGHES: Even the passing of an
examination does not make a lawyer. I
should like to know what does make one. In
the fourth year the boy would get 358. a, week,
by which time hie would have reached the age
of 20. In the fifth year his income would be
£2 a week.

'Mr. L~ambert: And hie would be scrubbing
ot the office.

',%r. HUGHES: When all is said and done
the fathier would have bad to find about
£E1,000 to make his son a lawyer.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a good thing be-
cause hie has to find a better occupation.

Air. HUGHES:- What chance has a work-
man's son under such conditions?

The Colonial Secretary: There is no short-
ago of lawyers.

Mr. HUGH9ES: There is a shortage.
The Colonial Secretary: Of good ones.
Mr. Lanmbert: That is shown by the fact

that the Government 0have not an Attorney
General.

Capt. Carter:- f am told lawyers will take
anyone ilow.

'Mr. HUGHES: There is a shortage of
houses, and it therefore -follows there i1
a shortage of architects. I understand the
premium system exists in that profession, and

that a young man has to serve in it for a
long time en i-cry tow wages.

Rion. P. Collier: t am told the premiums
have been, as high as £500:

'Mr. Money: And in many eases the money
is well spent.

Mr. HUGHES: In some cases it is mis-
spent.

HIon. P. Collier: Why shut out the sons of
workmen?

Mr. hUIGHES: Why should one particular
trade or calling impose these restrictions?

Mr. Money: There is no law compelling the
payment of £200 to anyone.

Hion. P. Collier: Whilst men in these pro-
fessions can induce the parents of boys, who
are in a position to do so, to pay these large
premiums, they will not take the sons of
other peeople for nothing.

Mr. Money: Jt is purely a matter of agree-
nment.

Mir. HUGHES; Not ninny of them are pre-
pared to wraive the premiums. The law should
not allow these people to levy a toll upon the
rising generation before they can be ad-
mitted to the professions.

Mr. Davies:, I think it is a payment fof
training.

Mr. HUCHES: If so, how is it that peo-
ple mnost pass their examinations? The boys
have to do clerical work in the office. Nearly
all the titles work is done by the law clerks. In
dentistry the minor work is all done by these
young fellows. They have to do it in order
to learn their profession, but they save the
employer the necessity of putting on other
mnen to do it.

Mr. Lamnbert: While lie goes to the races.
Mr. HUGHES; The architects have pro-

vided that before a mn can sit for an ax-
amination to enter that profession, he m~ust
take a certain university course. In order
to pass through that course he has to take
a language. One man I know had to pass
in Span ishi.

Hon. P. Collier: That is handy.
'Mr. HUGHES: Not many peonle who are

going to employ his services will n-ant to
know whether he can talk Spanish or not.

. r, Pickering: Perhaps he intends to go
to Spain.

Mr. HUGH ES: It is a pity more architects
do not go there.

Mr. Pickering: It is a pity some of those
people who are articled to lawyers do not go.
What examination did you have to pass?

'Mr. HUGHES: I have never been able to
get in under the lap, by Act of Parliament,
but have had to pass examinations for ever-
thing. The member for Sussex, however,
canie in at the hack door. He sneaked into
his profession.

.%r. Pickering: That is a lie.
'Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. in cm-

her must withdraw that remark.
Mr. Pickering: I withdraw it, but the state-

ment is not a. fact.
M-Nr. SPEAKER: The hen. membher m~ust

withdraw unreservedly.
Air. Pickering: r will do so.
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Mr. HUGHES: Eleven out of about 60
architects registered have passed their exam-
inations.

The Colonial Secretary: That is personal.
Mr. HUGHES: Take the case of a young

fellow who has had to go to work at 14 in
older to earni his living, and who has taken an
interest in architecture and gone to a tech-
nical school for the purpose of qualifying as
an architect. Why should we compel that
young fellow to study Spanish? At present
the position is that hie has to drop his archi-
tectural studies for a period in order to
study that language. The moment he passes
his examination in Spanish he is going to f or-
get all about it. There is not one chance
in a hundred that he will ever use his know-
ledge of Spanish. Why should innumerable
obstacles be placed in the road of the son of
a working man who wants to enter a profes-
sion? If a man is qualified to do his job,
if he has passed his theoretical and prac-
ticall examinations, there should be no restric-
tion on him as regards exercising the profes-
sion.

Mr. Money: Withdraw your statement
against the member for Sussex (Mr. Picker-
ing).

Mr. A. Thomson: .1 think you should with-
draw that statement.

Mr. HUGHES: T have no desire to do a
wrong to any member. I understood that
of the architects who got in under the Act,
only eleven had qualified by examinaition, and
that the member for Sussex was one of the
remaining 49.

Mr. Pickering: That is not true.
Mr. HUGHES: If it is not so, I withdraw

the statement unreservedly, understanding
that the member for Sussex is one of the 11.

Mr. Pickering: By way, of personal expla-
nation I may say that I qualified as an archi-
tect in England before I ever came to this
State.

Mr. HUGHES: I am very pleased to learn
that the hon. member is one of the 11. As we
are going to have an inquiry into the appren-
ticeship question, let us make it a comprehen-
sive inquiry, one referring to all trades, and
not only to those associated with what we
usually call tradesmen. We ought to include
in the inquiry the various professions. The
question of premiums should be gone into;
with a view to ascertaining whether there is
any truth in such statements as that one den-
tist had four articled pupils from each of whom
he received a premium of £,150. The enlarged
scope of the inquiry would react to the benefit
of the boys of this State.

On motion by the Minister for Agriculture
debate adjourned.

H~ouse adjounrned at 10425 P.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers.

HILL-GEIALDTON HARBOUR WORKS
RAILWAY.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL-LOAN (23,763,000.)
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 4th December.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.37]:

InI the few remarks I intend to make on the.-
Bill, I wish to say at the outset that I acquit
the Minister of any attempt to deceive the
House, to spring anything upon hon. mem-
bers, or to rush a Bill.through by any-thing
that might be termed false pretences. If hall.
members look at the Notice Paper, they will
see that, since the Loan Bill was received
from another place, it has found a place at
the bottont of the Orders of the flay. At
10.45 p.m. on Tuesday the Minister rose and,
with a very few words indeed, asked the
House to pass the Bill straight away. He
scarcely told us what amount the Bill was for,
leaving the inferente that it was the ordinary
type of Bill to authorise the raising of money
for works contained in the Loan Estimates.
Mr. Kirwan formally seconded the motion for
the second reading of the Bill, but entered a
protest against the procedure adopted. At the
conclusion of his speech I moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate. The 'Minister then ac-
cused me of having, by that means, defeated
the object of the Government. I do not like
to give my assent to any measure placed be-
for the House until I have read it. I had not
read the Loan Bill, because it was at the bat-
ton, of the Notice Paper and other measures,
such as the Appropriation Bill, the General
Loan and Inscribed Stock Act Continuance
Bill, and the taxation Bill, to which I
had given some consideration, preceded it. 1
left the Loan Bill to be studied later on. In
the circumstances, I moved the adjournment
of the debate, notwithstanding any object the


